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We are all to fear that death or dementia may 
immediately follow any acute illness accompanied by 
mental symptoms in an old person and to regard all 
such cases as either the direct result of a sudden, 
incurable cerebral lesion or as the beginning of a senile 
dementia brought about by wide-spread and serious 
arteriosclerosis. We tend to look on these acute cases 
with the same apprehension with which we regard slowly 


on-coming dementia. We are the more inclined to view. 


them gravely because the medical literature on the dis- 
ease of old age relates almost wholly to rapidly fatal or at 
least permanently irremediable ailment, and therefore we 
unconsciously—or subconsciously, to use the more fash- 
ionable word—form the belief that all mental distur- 
bances in the aged are but forerunners of incurable 
illness, if not of speedy death. In a-sense this belief is 
true. Even acute attacks that are recovered from are 
at best warnings of possible future permanent mental 
trouble, if the patient does not in the meantime die of 
some physical affection ; but it should never be forgotten 
that they may be mere preliminary signals that the 
human machine is getting seriously out of order but not 
necessarily, for the time being, irremediably so. Not 
infrequently the attack is recovered from, the organism 
regains proper equilibrium and runs for months and 
indeed sometimes for vears before another breakdown, 
and in fact there may be several acute attacks with 
recovery from each before the inevitable occurs. The 
purpose of this paper is to discuss a few such cases. 
Transient confusion or delirium, save when caused 
by some drug or by fever, rarely occurs in the aged with- 
out the presence of severe arteriosclerosis and marked 
disease of the kidneys, even when the immediate cause 
is auto-intoxication from the intestines or stomach or 
from some unknown endogenous source. But when we 
jump to the conclusion that therefore the cerebral 
arterial disease is the cause of the attack, we forget that 
practically all aged people have hardened arteries and 
that many show no mental illness. It is often forgotten 
that there may be much more sclerosis of the cerebral or 
abdominal arteries than of the peripheral vessels‘ and 
that a radial artery may feel entirely normal to the 
touch when the midcerebral and visceral vessels are 
much hardened. Evervone who makes many necropsies 
of old people is struck by this frequent difference in the 
amount of sclerosis in different arteries. Necropsies 
also show that vessels which are quite stiff and with 
much-thickened walls may perform their function as 


carriers of blood quite well. So long as the other organs 
of the body perform their functions efficiently the only 
danger to the brain with sclerosed arteries is the pos- 
sibility of hemorrhage or thrombosis. These transitory 
attacks with which we are dealing are not, therefore, 
due to the mere fact that the thickened arteries do not 
carry enough blood to supply the brain (the caliber of 
the vessels must be very greatly reduced to cause actual 
malnutrition), but are caused by a poison or poisons 
carried by the blood. Though we know nothing of the 
physical appearance of these poisons, and possibly no 
more of their chemical composition, the evidence of their 
reality is so strong as to make them more than merely 
hypothetical entities. They surely exist. The thickened 
arteries are often a mere local sign and the effect of the 
action of a pathologic process which has resulted in 
disturbing or even destroying the proper working of all 
the important organs in the body. This pathologic 
change of function produces poisons, or prevents the 
elimination of poisons normally formed, which in turn 
cause the cerebral symptoms. Cerebral arteriosclerosis 
may be marked and yet the patient may not show any 
cerebral symptoms, which surely proves that some other, 
some additional, factor must be necessary. Of course, 
I am excluding thrombosis and hemorrhage which are 
always, with the exception of infectious thrombi and 
those formed around an embolus carried from the heart, 
due to the physical state of the arteries. 

I have not studied a large enough number of old 
people suffering from fever to have an opinion based on 
my own personal knowledge as to whether they are more 
or less prone to develop febrile delirium than those in 
middle life. The experience of others seems to prove 
(it certainly is the general opinion) that they resemble 
children in their greater liability. I have, however, seen 
a man of over 80 who carried a moderate fever with 
mental and emotional equanimity. I have many times 
seen the same thing in men between 60 and 70; and at 
all ages after childhood, but not apparently during that 
period, the proneness to febrile delirium seems to depend 
as largely on the personality of the patient as on his 
age. Personality does not exist in early childhood, but 
is only then beginning to be. Of course, the delirium 
of fever in the aged is not as a rule so serious, from the 
prognostic point of view, as mental aberration due to 
other causes, but whatever may be its cause in any given 
case, its occurrence is of more serious import than in 
the very young. 

Delirium from drugs is not difficult to diagnose unless 
the drug has been taken without the physician’s knowl- 
edge. Bromid probably causes delirium more often than 
any of the other medicines used popularly and without 
medical advice as a sedative. Not only in old people, 
but also in younger persons, a condition of excitement 
amounting to delirium is sometimes produced by its 
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continuous use. I have several times seen sleeplessness 
which was due to mental excitement caused by the 
continuous use of bromid (though at first the drug had 
had a good effect) cured by withdrawing it. I think 
this unfortunate result is more common in the aged, 
and in the mentally—perhaps it would be more accurate 
to say emotionally—diseased of all ages, than in the 
young and healthy. The variability in the effect of 
scopolamin (hyoscin) is well known. In some people it 
causes delirium instead of sedation and, to make matters 
worse, it may act differently on the same patient at dif- 
ferent times. This is not always due to variation in the 
preparation, for it may occur during the use of pills 
carefully made up out of the same mass. 

The cases I shall report are instances of delirium and 
mental confusion occurring in the aged, or at least 
elderly, and associated most usually with general arterio- 
sclerosis, but, as a rule, directly brought about by some 
sudden strain thrown on sclerosed kidneys. In other 
words, the arteriosclerosis in the kidneys leading to, or 
at any rate associated with, injury to their parenchyma 
was a much more potent factor than the cerebral arterial 
disease; the kidneys were in such condition that they 
could perform their functions fairly well until their 
burden of work was suddenly increased. They then for 
the time being, but only for the time being, became 
incom t I do not mean to claim that every case 
of delirium or confusion in the aged is caused by disease 
of the kidneys. In two of the cases I shall cite, the 
exciting cause was pneumonia, though in them there was 
also Bright’s disease; in a third it was either the shock 
of operation or the bad effect of ether on disabled 


and in a fourth, the origin was almost surely 


psychical. 
The first case illustrates well the usefulness of bleed- 
ing and morphin, under certain conditions, in acute 
mental excitement. 
Case 1.—History.—The patient, Mr. B., 2 man 
got up from 
While doing so, or 
rather trying to do so, for as it turned out he was unsuccess- 
ful, he became quite excited and began to talk incoherently to 
other persons present. He was induced 
though much against his will, because 
add 
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y 
taken up with the people of his hallucinations. 

Erum ination.— There was no palsy of the arms, legs or face, 
nor any bulbar disturbance of articulation. Though his speech 
was incoherent, there was neither motor nor sensory aphasia. 
Every now and again he pulled at his penis as if in pain there. 
Distention of the bladder was visible. He was, as already said, 
a little violent and resented being interfered with. 

Treatment.—We gave him 0.25 gr. morphin hypodermically 
and bled a pint from the arm. The effect was immediate 
and most striking. By the time the bleeding was finished, he 
became so quiet that it was very easy to introduce a catheter 
and empty the bladder. I have forgotten the amount with- 
drawn but it was more than a quart. 

Course.—In a short time he went to sleep and did not wake 
till the following morning. When he awoke, his mitel was 
clear and he was in all respects himself again. He then told 
me that the morning before he had tried several times to pass 
water but had not succeeded in passing more than a tea- 
spoonful or two. He remembered being at the club and at 
luncheon and that he had gotten up from the table in order 
to go to the closet. All subsequent events till the following 
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audience. He 


morning were a blank to him. It is somewhat curious that he 
should have retained a clear recollection of events right up to 
the moment of the sudden onset because, as a rule, remem- 
brance is clouded or entirely absent concerning events for a 
period of at least several hours before such an attack. He 
had been a patient of mine for years. He was gouty and had 


it had never before interfered seriously with micturition. For 
a long time his urine had contained at times a trace of albu- 
min, and occasionally a few hyaline casts. Its specific gravity 
was always low but he had taken large quantities of water 
for years. The examination of the urine we drew off gave 
the same result as many times before, no albumin but 
a few hyaline casts. I am quite sure that his life was saved 
by the bleeding. It is now more than five years since the 
attack and he is stilling living and in good health. 


It is a good rule always to bleed a plethoric man who 
has any sudden cerebral attack, with flushed face, mental 
excitement or coma, hard swollen temporal arteries and 
a bounding pulse whether there is palsy or not and 
whether there are convulsions or not. It is also a good 
rule to give such a patient at the time of bleeding, if 
there is mental excitement, not of course if coma be 
present, a dose of morphin hypodermatically, even 
though the kidneys are not doing their proper work. 
It is often impossible at the time to tell whether a stroke 
is due to cerebral hemorrhage or is uremic, that is, due 
to an auto-intoxication dependent on kidney disease 
without a gross cerebral lesion. Uremia may produce a 
condition indistinguishable from cerebral hemorrhage. 
Bleeding can do no harm in the latter case and in the 
former often does much good. 

Offhand one would scarcely think it possible to mis- 
take aphasia for delirium, but transitory attacks, either 
total or causing jargon-speech, may cause such 
appearance of mental confusion as to mislead the 
observer entirely. ‘This is shown in Case 2. 

Case 2.—History—A woman, aged 86, well educated, and 
with rather more than the average of intelligence but very 
spare in build and with no more blood than she 


became quite excited, talked gibberish, and for about an hour 
made wild gesticulations which no one could understand. There 
was no period of unconsciousness, no palsy except possibly a 
slight weakness of the movements of the right side of the 
and no convulsions or spasm. The patient appeared to 
stand nothing said to her. At the end of 
for her 
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an hour 
to make 


* 
4 
2 
a 
| 
— 


was said to her; 
several things that had 
explained, her inability to make 
so frightened her that she could 

herself show by gestures and by obeying commands 
understood what was said to her. Her real trouble 
temporary aphasia due either to a local intoxication or, 

8. 

Course.—Since the first attack, she has had a thrombus 
which caused a temporary right-sided hemiplegia, and later 
another which has left her with a right-sided hemiplegia and 
partial motor aphasia. Neither of the last two attacks was 
accompanied by any mental excitement and now—two years 
after the first attack—her mind is clear and judgment good, 
though palsy and some motor aphasia continue. 
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eye. The patient is a woman of more than common strength 
of mind, with an excellent family and personal history and 
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had for a long time an hypertrophied heart but no valvular 

disease. For years he had had an enlarged prostate, though 

suddenly seized—while seemingly in excellent health and with- 

out any sudden external stress—with total speechlessness last- 

ing for a few minutes and followed by jargon-speech. She 
where I saw him several hours later. When I came into his 
room, he was standing on his bed delivering a very dramatic 
but entirely incoherent address to an imaginary 
not only did not recognize any of his family but paid no atten- 
tion to any of the real people present save to object strenu- 

Case 3.—History.—In a woman, aged 79, the transitory con- 

fusion came on immediately after the surgical removal of an 


saw her ten days later she was talking all the time, now about 
her childhood, then going from subject to subject so quickly 
that it was impossible to follow her. The talk of her child- 
hood was not of “green fields and babbling brooks” but of her 
work at school, and how well she had done, and the books she 
had read in her youth. (This was characteristic of her nor- 
mal and disposition, for when in good health she 
never had doubt of her ability nor hesitated to let othe 
about it.) She paid no attention to questions asked 
would eften catch at a word in a sentence and associate it 


question asked. She had no knowledge of her whereabouts, 
nor did she care, and only vaguely recognized her daughter 
She was living in her own internal world of fancy and halluci- 


and she would try to get of bed and wander aimlessly 

around. She paid no attention to the bladder and rectum. 

The arteries were very hard. She had had valvular heart dis- 

ease for years. She passed very little urine, only about 11 

ounces in twenty-four hours, for several days. There was a 

faint trace of albumin, and a few hyalogranular éaste were 
t. During the attack there was no disturbance of 
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confusion in the last few years. He is well on in the seventies 
and actively engaged in a large business. 


Not inf tly in senile dementia, even in the late 
attacks of acute excitement occur which 
may leave the patient just as he was before the attack, 

is is pass off but leave him 


Occasionally the patient may suddenly wake up from 
sleep in an attack. The ion of their cause is very 
complex. They probably are due to many different 
things. In the insane who are not demented they seem 
sometimes to be entirely psychical in origin and owe 
their source to some vivid and horrible dream, but that 
would not explain the condition in an old dement mani- 
festly too far on in the disease to have mind enough to 
dream. In the very beginning of mentally diseased old 

there is often a daily variation in mental clearness, 
the nights being cloudy, even stormy, while in the day 
the patient may be quite clear. This periodic variability 
is, however, probably due to other causes than those I 
am considering. The irritability of exhaustion may be 
a causative factor. 


Cass 4.—This is very interesting as an example of a man 
who, suffering at times from an obsession, though normal in 
all other ways, has had one attack of confusion lasting only 
one day. He is 80 years old and has led a very active life with 
large responsibilities. He always has been, and still is, shrewd, 
energetic,-and a man of good judgment. One morning he 
awakened his wife and began to talk ramblingly. By the time 
the family doctor came he was very confused and quite a little 
excited, querulous, and peevish. He was not under the influ- 
ence of the obsession, said nothing about it, and nothing he 
did say in his incoherent talk could have had its origin in it. 
I found no sign of palsy, or indeed of any disturbance point- 
ing to a local lesion. His condition remained the same all 
day, but late in the night he went to sleep and awoke next 
morning somewhat clear. He had no recollection of the pre- 
ceding day. His complete recovery was almost sudden. In a 
few minutes he passed from a quite confused state to entire 
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clearness of mind. He told me that for months he had been, 
at times, obsessed with the idea that he had signed a paper 
which would work injury to a person for whom he was trus- 
tee, and that in consequence he would get into serious legal 
trouble. He knew well that he had not done any such act, 
but when the idea came into his head it was so persistent and 
so prevented him from thinking of other things that it dom- 


of 
inated him and he could not get rid of it. 


1 
ii 


be reassured but only for a few minutes. 
control him for hours and then pass away of itself 
again in one or two or three days. I am not sure tha 


111 


t either 
his cerebral arteries or his kidneys had anything to do with 
causing the attack of confusion; in fact, I am strongly inclined 


to believe it had an entirely psychic cause, namely brooding 
over the obsession, though during the attack he showed no evi- 
dence of obsessed. 

Case 6.—This case, which cannot be called transitory because 
the end was death, is worthy of a place here as an instance 
of delirium following pneumonia and due to an acute exacer- 
bation of a chronic Bright’s disease. The patient was a woman, 
from an acute 
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fever. 

Both the chorea and the mental symptoms preceded any 
symptom or physical sign of pneumonia. Autopsy 
lobar pneumonia and chronic Bright's disease. There was no 
meningitis and the brain and cord were normal on macro- 
scopic examination. 


1918 Spruce Street. 


Hypotheses and Medicine.—If one pretended that hy pot he- 
ses might serve as a basis for medical practice, such an idea 
would not be less absurd than that of an architect who. 
should wish to construct the first story of a house before 
laying the foundations.—Sydenham. 


— 2119 
never showed any mental aberration before. Her left eye was 
removed under general anesthesia and as soon as she regained 
consciousness she showed marked, active delirium. When I 
sound or meaning with some thought entirely foreign to the 
nation. 
Ezamination.—At times there was great motor restlessness 
circulation; the pulse was not hard and bounding, and 
temporals were not swollen. 
: ‘Treatment.—There was no question of bleeding because 
25 ; 
of 
1 
Course—In a few weeks she completely recovered. I am from 
told that her husband has had several attacks of transitory uremia a few days after the stupor came on. 
mple of a rather rare condi- 
— 
the patient was a negress, and 
uent among negroes. 
not find out, but I 
each time at a somewhat lower level than ore. 
ͤdö⁰ʒii he patient’s mental state, on account of her speech 
trouble, but she was very emotional, confused and excited. 
Her attention could be held only for a moment. She would 
‘ obey, or try to obey, a simple command, such as “put out your 
tongue,” “shut your eyes,” but if told to wait two or three 
minutes after the eommand before obeying it, she would for- 
get about it. Sometimes she would start to answer a ques- 
tion responsively but soon wandered. She was incoherent in 
— 
pneumonia and died in about two weeks after the onset of f 
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A POINT IN THE TREATMENT OF LATERAL 
CURVATURE OF THE SPINE 
EDWARD A. RICH, A.M., M.D. 

PORTLAND, ORE. 

The orthopedist as well as the general practitioner 
should bring into use far more mechanics than is 
commonly used in the treatment of the lateral curvature 
of the spine. If the case, which is usually looked too 


lightly on by most of the laity, cannot be turned to the 


pressure is 
at the point of greatest 
curvature 


lance for lateral suspension and the application of 


3.—4 
retentive 


specialist, the man nearer home will have to treat the 
curvature, and this will require acquaintance with the 
best means of obtaining correction. 

In a recent paper’ by two orthopedic surgeons, a form 
of treatment was suggested which has long been in use 
in Boston and which, while capable of great good, is 
- not capable of the greatest good. 


1. Lovett and Sever: The Treatment of Lateral Curvature of 
the Spine, Tue Jovenat A. M. A., Sept. 2, 1911, p. 786. 
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e. 86, Left 


The article in question advocates the wearing of 
splints that have been made over torsos so altered as to 

resent more or less correction. The molded splints 
extend from the pelvis no higher up than the arille. 
Inasmuch as the former paper has been published, it 
will be well to emphasize one point that has found favor 
with many orthopedists, namely, that any splint extend- 


Fis. 4.—A cast made over a 
pare lly corrected torso and ob- 


coun 
as well as at hip. 


Fig. 6.—The last cast maintaining overcorrectfon. 
. 7.—Boy of 6, with lateral curvature Two 
lad suffered a dorsal curve, 1% inches, to the right 
of the median and with the usual rotation. . 


ing only to the axilla and not gaining counter- pressure 
on the neck fails greatly in accomplishing its purpose of 
rectifying the ordinary spinal curves. As illustrated in 
Figure 1, when pressure is wanted on a given point B, 
it is a mere matter of mechanics to supply two points 
for counter-pressure at A and C. It might be possible 
in the lower lumbar curves to supply the points of 
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Fig. 1.— Diagram Illustrating Fig. 2.—Original — Fig. 5.— Anterior view of 
the need of counter -pressure eight cast used after forcible Figure 4, showing freedom of 
at the neck as well as over correction of scoliosis. chest over areas of concavity. 
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counter-pressure, one over the hips and the other over 
the higher ribs. As a matter of common experience, 
the more frequent curvatures present the great curve 
in the dorsal part of spine and in these the only two 
available points for counter-pull are over the pelvis 
below and over the compensatory cervical curve above. 

It was a common practice five or ten years ago to 
hide the scoliosis case behind some plaster jacket that 
was applied with the patient in suspension. And we 
see this still done. It should not, however, be considered 
justifiable longer to torture these unfortunate children 
with jackets, plasters and braces unless we have a defi- 
= object ahead and are intent on accomplishing some- 
thing. 

In previous papers? I have attempted to prove that 
the object to be attained by the treatment of scoliosis 
is to set vigorous means working to force back the 
vertebra and their related structures to the normal. It 
is now understood that the spine is more than a stack 
of vertebre; it is a mass of bones bound together with 
stout IMaments and mighty muscles. Therefore, it can- 
not be handled like a pile of loose blocks, but rather its 
shaping demands practical mechanics that supply great 

er 


For several years I have made an effort to gain cor- 
rection by means of lateral suspension and a figure-of- 
eight molded splint (Fig. 2), applied while the patient 
was suspended in an apparatus which was designed for 
the purpose (Fig. 3). This splint maintains a steady 
pressure on the desired point by counter-pressure on 
the pelvis and neck. By means of the method a scoliosis 
can actually be overcorrected, but, unfortunately, it can 
successfully be used only in children under 10 or 12. 

Employing much the same principle in another way 
for the older patients, we make a light mold of the 

tient standing up and slightly suspended. This is 
ater filled with 2 giving us a torso, the exact 
replica of the patient. The torso thus made is lengthened 
in the waist and corrected much as described by Lovett 
and Sever.“ On this torso is made a plaster or celluloid 

ket that fits over the corrected shoulders and neck. 

jacket is removed from the torso by lateral incision 

on the side opposite the great curve and after completion 

buckled together again, over the patient. Large areas 

on the side of the concavity can be removed from the 

jacket, to allow greater freedom where pressure is not 
needed and to lighten the jacket (Figs. 4 and 5). 

As the jackets cease to exert pressure, more and more 
of the mass representing the curve and the rotation of 
the ribs is shaved off the torso and a co nding 
amount of new plaster of Paris added to the opposite 
side, and on this further corrected torso new jackets are 


made. 

Incidentally, emphasis cannot be laid too strongly on 
the necessity of correcting the underlying cause of the 
spinal curvature when it is possible to find it. For 
instance, in one out of three cases the patient suffers a 
lateral curvature from a shortened leg; how futile is an 
attempt to straighten the back without building up the 


shoe on the short leg? Yet, one sees the attempt made 


continually. 

The day of simply plastering in scoliotic backs should 
be past and would soon be forgotten if the surgeon 
would recognize the positive benefits that can be attained 
from intelligent, forceful effort. 


1110 Selling Building. 


2. Rich, E. A.: The Treatment of Lateral and Posterior Curva- 
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AN IMPROVED HYPODERMIC OUTFIT 


HANSELL CRENSHAW, M.D. 
Neurologist to the Wesley Memorial Hospital 
ATLANTA, GA. 

_ Every physician has his troubles with hypodermic 
injections, Among these are (1) the difficulty of quickly 
and conveniently obtaining sterile water for injection; 
(2) the difficulty of sterilizing the needle and syringe, 
outside the office or hospital; (3) the difficulty of keep- 
ing the syringe always water-tight and in good working 
order; (4) the bother of protecting the needles from 
rust and from obstruction; and (5) the loss of time 
involved in getting the instrument together and the 
solution prepared in e ncy cases. To overcome these 
difficulties, I have evolved the device described below. 

The apparatus consists of (1) a cylindrical vial about 
4 inches long and 3 inch in diameter; (2) a perforated 
cork ; (3) an all-glass syringe with ground-glass piston; 
(4) a platinum needle; and (5) about one ounce of 
sterile water. The platinum needle is attached to the 


Hypodermic outfit and case. 


syringe by a friction-joint, and the barrel of the syringe 
is inserted snugly through the perforated cork until the 
flange on the back end of the barrel rests against the 
cork. The vial is then nearly filled with the sterile 
water, and the cork (with the syringe passed through it) 
is inserted into the mouth of the vial (as shown). 

The apparatus thus assembled will not leak, though 
the piston will rise nearly half an inch when the cork is 
pressed into the bottle. Atmospheric pressure holds the 
piston, and the whole apparatus may be dropped into a 


erp or stuck in the pocket without risk of leakage. 


o give a hypodermic injection of morphin, for 
example, with this device one simply uncorks the bottle, 
draws the syringe full of the sterile solution, then drawe 
the piston entirely out and drops the hypodermic tablet 
into the syringe full of water. The piston is reinserted 
and the instrument is ready for use. After the injection 
has been made the syringe is thrust into the bottle, the 
cork tightened, and the whole outfit dropped into the 
satchel or pocket. The platinum needle will not rust 
and will last indefinitely. The bottle may be replenished 
with sterile water from time to time, and may be held 
like a test-tube in a flame. 

1027 Candler Building. 
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MARKED VARICOSE VEINS OF THE RIGHT 
LEG IN A PATIENT SIX MONTHS 
PREGNANT 
ANDREW J. GILMOUR, Pu. n., M.D. 

NEW YORK 
—May 15, 1911, E. D., housewife, aged 
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Varicose veins of the 
accompanying 0 
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side gradually within an hour. The left 
Treatment.—A tight 3-inch muslin 
the hip, which is enclosed by a spica, 
relief from the dull throbbing pain which 
complaint. 
133 East Fifty-Seventh Street. 
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The early 
appearance of varicosities is interesting because of its 
— 1 on the question of causation. Pressure of 
the rged, heavy uterus on the abdominal or iliac 
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vessels is commonly en to hinder the flow from 
the veins of the Jower extremities and cause their dila- 
tation. Probably the increase in the intra-abdominal 
pressure is quite as important a factor as the direct 
pressure on the veins. But in early pregnancy it is 
not clear that either of these causes exist. In the case 
reported the swelling of the veins during menstruation 
has an interesting bearing on the question. It seems 
that a congestion of the pelvic and i 

interferes with emptying the vessels of the lower 
extremities. 

Von Recklinghausen has shown that the venous pres- 
sure in the pedal veins is about 85 mm. of mercury. 
This would be sufficient to force the blood not to the 
heart, but only to the pelvis when one is in the erect 
position. Muscular action will assist in the venous cir- 
culation, but when a person is standing still the respira- 
tory movements must become an important factor in 
lifting the blood. It is easy to understand how pelvic 
congestion may interfere somewhat with this mechanism. 

The branches of the external saphenous vein are 
generally involved in the varices of pregnancy. Verneuil 
has called attention to the dilatation of the deep inter- 
or intramuscular veins which he believes to be more 
common than the dilating of the subcutaneous vessels. 
These deep varices show more severe symptoms than 
the superficial. The discomfort is greater, the leg feels 
more swollen and there may be cramp. The symptoms 
in the reported case recall the description given by 
Verneuil for deep varices.— Ebrron.] 


IMPROVED METHOD OF PREPARING AGAR 


W. F. THOMSON, M.D. 
BEAUMONT, TEX. 

In the tion of nutrient the egg process, 
used to clarify the medium, has always been open to 
objection on account of the long time required for 
satisfactory filtration. I would like to suggest a process 
which I have found more rapid and free from the 
1 — incident to the egg process. 

nty grams of powdered or shredded agar are 
dissolved in about 500 c.c. of distilled water, by boiling 
of, better, under about 5 pounds pressure in an auto- 


ve. 

Two grams of calcined magnesia are dered in a 
mortar and triturated with a portion of ‘the agar solu- 
tion. When free from lumps, agar-magnesia mixture 
is intimately mixed with the remaining agar solution 
and the whole thrown into a double, white filter and 
the filtration allowed to in a steam sterilizer 
or in an autoclave, requiring about three hours for the 
500 ¢.c. to pass through. 

The filtrate, which is now perfectly clear, is poured 
into a 500 c.c. measuring-flask, allowed to cool to 35 C. 
water. 

Five e. e. of the finished agar solution are dissolved 
in 45 e. e. of water, heated to the boiling point and the 
reaction to phenolphthalein determined and the required 
normal sodium hydroxid or normal hydrochloric acid 
added to the remaining 495 c.c. to secure the reaction 
neutral. In another 500 ¢.c. measuring-flask place 


exactly 500 c.c. (at 15 C.) of double strength, nutrient 
bouillon; adjust reaction to 3+-, using 5 c.c. to deter- 
mine reaction to phenolphthalein, heat to boiling, filter 
the volume to 495 c.c.—at 
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| 
died of heart trouble when the patient was 3 years old. Father 
is living, aged 63, and is healthy. Patient had small-pox at 
the age of 10. Except for measles and whooping-cough during 
childhood, she has always been well; first menstruated at the 
age of 13; type every twenty-one days; duration, five to six 
days. She has never skipped a period except when pregnant. 

Since the birth of the first child the veins of the right leg 
have markedly swollen with each menstrual period. Periods 
have always appeared within two months after childbirth. 

5 Patient has never nursed her children over ten days, after 
which time the milk has always dried up. 

The woman has never had a thrombosis or a phiebitis. The 
swelling of the veins has been very marked during all preg- 
nancies, but for the last two months of the present pregnancy 
they have swollen exceptionally fast and are now larger than 
ever before. 

She has had seven preg- 
nancies and labors, all nor- 
except for the condi- 
tion of the veins, which 
lose their marked disten- 
* tion within a day after the 
never quite returned to 
“ 2 the normal; the patient is 
ont 4 free from discomfort and 
<a pain between pregnancies. — 
3 
| 
it gradually 
—. day 

tie air 

to sub- 

[CommMENT: Varicose veins in the lower extremities 
are very common in pregnancy. According to Budin, 
they are found in every third pregnant woman. While 
they generally appear during or after the fifth month, 


The agar solution and the nutrient bouillon are now 
mixed and 990 c.c. of perfectly clear nutrient agar 
with a reaction of 1.5+ is the result. 

The advantages are as follows: Calcined magnesia is 
insoluble in water, requires no coagulation, is porous and 
does not impede filtration. The preparation of double 
strength bouillon, yo en permits of more rapid fil- 
tration, especially when precipitates occur after stand- 

izing. The use of 500 c.c. volumetric measuring- 
flasks, at 15 C., renders weighing unnecessary. 


IMPROVED TECHNIC OF VENOPERITONE- . 


OSTOMY FOR RELIEF OF ASCITES * 


H. EDWARD CASTLE, M.D. 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Believing that the operation of venoperit tomy is 
indicated in selected — in collaboration with my 
associate, Dr. H. A. L. Ryfkogel, I have devised the fol- 
lowing manner of performing it, which we believe is 
more simple and is executed with greater facility than 
any method heretofore originated. 

An ineision 8 inches long is made over the 
saphenous vein, beginning one-half inch dis- 
tal to the saphenous opening in the fascia 
lata. Tributaries are ligated as close to the 
vein as possible to avoid clots. The saphenous 
vein is ligated and severed proximal to the 
ligature, lifted from its bed, and its lumen 
washed clear of blood with normal salt or 
Locke’s solution, then covered with petro- 
latum. A silk ligature is tied very close to 
its cut end, to be utilized when the abdomen 
is opened. The vein is now ready for use 
and is left in its normal bed while its fellow 
of the opposite leg is treated similarly. 

A second incision 2 inches long is made, 
extending from the proximal end of the 
incision which is over the saphenous vein, 
outward and upward; this second incision 
describes one-fourth the are of a circle. Its 
object is to prevent a sharp kink in the saph- 
enous vein when the latter is turned upward 
to be joined to the peritoneum. 

Th a median incision the abdo- 
men is opened low in the hypogastrium. 
A large vulsellum grasps the entire thick- 
ness of the abdominal wall at the edge of the inci- 
sion. Care must be exercised to have the teeth of the 
instrument penetrate deep into the rectus, else the integ- 
ument and peritoneum will slip together over the edge of 
the muscle., If this obtains, the muscle will force the vein 
into an irregular path when the operation is completed. 
The assistant makes traction on the vulsellum aud the 
surgeon produces a minute opening through the peri- 
toneum, transversalis and internal oblique muscles, and 
the aponeurosis of the external oblique. This opening is 
made from within outward and extends to the superficial 
fascia. It is made external to the deep epigastric artery 
and internal abdominal ring. Through the opening a 
uterine sound is introduced ; when the sound reaches the 
superficial fascia, it is wormed through the fat with 
slight pressure and rotary movement until it gains access 


* Read before the Section on Surgery of the San Francisco 
County Medical Society, Aug. 15, 1911. 
+A historical review of the subject, together with the bibliog- 
raphy, has been omitted, owing to the lack of space. The una- 
article appears in the author's reprints. 
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to the outer end of the curved incision in the leg. When 
it protrudes, the silk which was previously tied to the 
free end of the vein is tied also to the sound. The sound 
is withdrawn, which results in the vein being drawn 
into the superficial fascia, through the muscles and into 
the peritoneal cavity. The vein is now seized with a pair 
of fine forceps which grasps only the adventitia, thus pre- 
venting retraction out of the abdominal cavity. 
small fragment which the silk ligature has damaged at 
the end is cut away. The vein is cut with scissors, so as 
to make three — flaps which include all the coats of 
its wall. These flaps are 1 cm. long. They are each fast- 
ened to the peritoneum by a single mattress suture of 
fine silk introduced by a small, round, curved, French 
needle. The vein of the opposite leg is anastomosed to 
the peritoneum in like manner. 

abdominal wall is closed as follows: A continuous 
No. 1 iodized catgut suture is introduced, which approxi- 
mates the peritoneum and catches the great omentum in 
several places. Thus the latter is prevented from gain- 
ing access to the venoperitoneal anastomosis and there 
becoming adherent. Two silkworm tension-sutures are 


introduced, which include the remainder of the abdomi- 
nal wall, and which are 1 inch from the edge of the 
wound. The muscles are allowed to fall into place, and 
the fascia is sutured with No. 2 iodized catgut. The 
superficial fascia is brought together to obliterate as 
nearly as possible all space with No. 1 iodized catgut. 
Closure of the skin is obtained by a subcuticular suture 
of silkworm gut. The incisions in the legs are closed 
with horsehair. - All incisions are dressed with dry gauze. 

As this method was developed on the cadaver, I desire 
in order to demonstrate its practicability on the living, 
to call attention to two cases in which it was practiced. 
The first patient was in the surgical clinic of Dr. Richard 
F. Tomlinson at the City and Couaty Hospital, San 
Francisco. No difficulty was encountered, the operation 
being executed with much greater facility than could be 
done on the cadaver. The patient was in a deplorable 
condition and succumbed to the effects of the anesthesia 
the day following the operation. At autopsy, the lumen 
of both veins were entirely free from fibrin deposit. 
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The second patient was operated on by Dr. Edward R. 
Bryant in his clinic in San Francisco. Dr. Bryant em- 
ployed our method with adroitness. He elected to anasto- 
mose only one saphenous vein to the peritoneum. The 

tient is reported several weeks after operation to be 
celing well, with no accumulation of ascitic fluid. 


SUMMARY 


The advantages of this technic may be summarized as 
follows : 

1. The curved incision in the upper part of the thigh 
prevents kinking of the vein. : 

2. This method of anastomosis makes it possible to 
have the sutures at a sufficient distance from the lumen 
of the vein to prevent any obstruction or obliteration 
of it. 

3. The subcutaneous transplantation of the vein 
reduces the formation of cicatricial tissue about it to a 
minimum. 

4. Anchoring the omentum prevents its contact with 
the anastomosis. 


1820 Sutter Street. 


A NEW APPENDICEAL CRUSHING AND 
CUTTING FORCEPS 
STEPHEN C. GLIDDEN, M.D. 
DANVILLE, ILL, 
This forceps has longitudinal serrations which crush 
the tissue of the appendix to a paper-like thinness, 


Appendiceal crushing and cutting forceps. 


removing all fecal matter from the portion crushed. A 
sliding knife-blade, buried in the point of one blade of 
the forceps, rises along the center as the ring between 
‘the forceps handle is pulled on, causing it to cut clean, 
leaving the appendix stump sealed ready for invagina- 
tion. The part of the appendix which is removed is 
also sealed at the cut surface, preventing leakage of any 
fecal matter on the wound surface or sponges. The 
ferceps first crushes and then cuts. It has also been 
used in removal of ovary and tube, as it leaves a clean 
incision, which is usually whipped over with a line of 
sutures. 


Work and Credit.—A surgeon has great opportunities to do 
good, particularly if he doesn’t care who gets the credit for 
it. To fight for credit is a dreadful waste of energy. As 
Joseph Leidy said, “It doesn’t make any real difference who 
discovered a thing; the important thing is that it has been 
discovered.”—DaCosta in Ohio State Medical Journal, 
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EXTERNAL DISLOCATION OF THE KNEE 


ROYALE HAMILTON FOWLER, M.D. 
BROOKLYN 


Dislocation at the tibiofemoral joint is rare, con- 
stituting about 1 per cent. of all cases. External dis- 
location occurs in 5 per cent. of these injuries in this 
location. It is rare in its complete form. When com- 
plete the dislocation is usually compound. The follow- 
ing case was incomplete: 


Dee. 30, 1910: Mr. H. L. L., aged 40, a strike-breaker, was 
pulled from a wagon, a distance of 3% feet. He landed on his 
feet, fell to the ground and was unable to rise. He was taken 
at once to the Methodist Episcopal Hospital. Examination 
revealed a left extremity in flexion and some abduction. The 
outer portion of the head 
of the tibia was prominent 
on the outer side; the inner 
tibial tuberosity was in 
contact with the external 
condyle of the femur. The 
internal condyle of the fe- 
mur was proportionately 
prominent. There was 
slight external rotation of 
the lower limb, and the 
patella was displaced out- 
ward. Voluntary motion 
was of course abolished. 
A fracture of the external 
tuberosity of the tibia was 
recognized; z-ray showed 
this involved the joint. 


direct pressure on the ends 
of the bones and a plaster 
east applied. Ten days 
later the man died of lobar 
pneumonia ; there had been 
no disturbance of circula- 
tion in the affected limb. 
The following points of 
interest are taken from 
the autopsy record: There 
was consolidation of the 
left lung from base to apex 
in a state of gray hepa- 
tization. The lower ex- 
tremity of the left side 
showed no circulatory dis- 
turbance. On opening the 
knee-joint an effusion of 
blood was apparent. The 
outer half of the head of 
the tibia was the seat of 
a comminuted fracture. . 
The external lateral ligament was torn across, the anterior 
completely torn, the internal only partially ruptured. The 
anterior crucial ligaments were torn, the posterior were intact. 
The main popliteal vessels and nerves were not injured. 
475 Washington Avenue. 


External dislocation of the knee. 


Pharmaceutical Abbreviations. In writing prescriptions 
physicians should exercise the greatest care and best judg- 
ment as to abbreviations, since great harm may result from 
misinterpretations. Such an abbreviation as “Hyd. Chlor.“ 
could mean calomel, corrosive sublimate or chloral hydrate; 
“Acid. Hydroc.” could be either prussie acid or hydrochloric 
acid; “Aq. Chlor.,“ either chlorin water or chloroform water; 
and “Sod. Sulph.” might be sodium sulphite, sodium sulphate 
sodium sulphid.—S. F. Hale in the Mask, 
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A NEW DIAGNOSTIC SIGN IN PARALYSIS 
AGITANS: THE COG-WHEEL RESIST- 
ANCE OF THE EXTREMITIES * 


HAROLD N. MOYER, M.D. 
CHICAGO 

For a number of years I have observed a symptom in 

ralysis agitans that is not recorded in the literature. 
For the want of a better term, I have ventured to call 
it the “cog-wheel” resistance of the extremities. This 
is suggested by the use of such terms as “lead-pipe” 
and “waxy” flexibility. These terms describe a resist- 
ance which is felt where there is impaired motility in 
passive movements of the extremities. The term “cog- 
wheel” is proposed as in a certain sense descriptive of a 
jerky or intermittent resistance of the extremities, when 
the sign is looked for. It is elicited by the examiner 
grasping the wrist with one hand and steadying the arm 
with the other, above the elbow. Rapid flexion and 
extension of the arm is made. Instead of an even move- 
ment, without resistance, when there is no involvement 
of motility, one, two or, perhaps, three slight hindrances 
to the movement are experienced by the examiner, which 
communicates to the hands of the examiner a jerky 
feeling. This is not sufficient to stop the movement of 
the extremity, so that it may be seen, but it is readily 
appreciated by the hand of the examiner. After the 
extremity has been passively moved for a short time, the 
jerks will slowly disappear, to be followed by a return 
after a period of rest. 

The symptom is most easily elicited and is most com- 
monly present in the upper extremity, though it is occa- 
sionally noted in the lower. When testing the leg, the 
same method is pursued as when examining the arm, the 
patient being conveniently seated on a table and the leg 
rapidly flexed and extended at the knee. 

It is obvious that this symptom belongs to the early 
period of rigidity in Parkinson’s disease, and it is this 
fact that gives it its value, from a diagnostic point of 
view. The term “paralysis agitans” is a misnomer. No 
patients with this disease have typical paralysis and 
many of them are without tremor. The essential symp- 
tom in the disease is the rigidity, and this is frequently 
an early symptom, preceding the tremor, although in 
some cases there may be tremor without rigidity, or at 
least without sufficient rigidity to admit of its being 
recognized in a clinical examination. So far as I have 
observed, this symptom is not noted in other conditions: 
hence when obtained it is strikingly characteristic of 
Parkinson’s disease. 

Its value, from a diagnostic standpoint, is due to its 
presence in the cases in which there is real difficulty in 
making a diagnosis. The ordinary typical case of 
paralysis agitans, with the pill-rolling movement, the 
festination, stooping, and mask-like features, can be 
recognized at a glance, but there are less developed cases 
characterized by rigidity and absence of tremor, and 
frequently in which the disorder is limited to one 
extremity, in which the diagnosis is difficult. It is in 
this class of cases that I have learned to appreciate the 
value of this sign. In a number of cases in which the 
disorder began in one hand, characterized only by 
clumsiness and discomfort in the extremity, this sign 
was elicited and later, after some years, the more frank 
symptoms of paralysis agitans developed. 


* Read in the Section on Nervous and Mental Diseases of the 
Arverican Medical Association, at the Sixty-Second Annual Session, 
beld at Los Angeles, June, 1911. 
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As stated above, this sign may be absent in cases in 

hich there is a characteristic tremor of Parkinson's 
disease, but I have never seen it present in other than 
Parkinson’s disease; hence it can be stated that it is a 
quite positive sign of this condition, though its absence 
by no means conclusively proves that the disorder is not 
paralysis agitans. 

31 North State Street. 


ABSTRACT OF DISCUSSION 

Dr. J. H. McBrive, Pasadena, Cal.: Dr. Moyer’s sign may 
prove to be of assistance in making an early diagnosis, as 
many cases of paralysis agitans are irregular in development. 
Those cases, for instance, in which there is the hemiplegic 
course of progress, attacking one arm, then the leg, then the 
other arm, and then the leg of the same side, are so slow in 
their course that there may be reasonable doubt for some time 
as to the diagnosis. Those cases in which there is perspira- 
tion on one side of the face, or one half of the body, preceding 
later tremor, may be confusing. I hope Dr. Moyer’s discovery 
may prove to be of value in assisting to an early diagnosis. 

Dr. W. W. Graves, St. Louis: The symptom described by 
Dr. Moyer is certainly new to me and no doubt will prove to 
be a valuable aid in our early recognition of paralysis agitans. 
The diagnosis of paralysis agitans is by no means an easy 
matter in the early stages and any sign that will give us addi- 
tional light is of value. Of course, I should hope it would 
not be present in all cases, because any symptom that is path- 
ognomonie is always a dangerous symptom in medicine. It 
has occurred to me that it might be explained in this way: 
in making passive movements at the elbow spontaneous tremor 
might account for it. I merely offer that as a possibility. 
Otherwise we should expect to get it in other joints. Now, 
the rigidity which is really the fundamental and the most 
important sign of paralysis agitans is not confined to special 
groups of muscles; whereas, the spasticity, as we see in ordi- 
nary hemiplegia, is confined to, or at least most marked in, 
particular groups of muscles; for instance, the adductors of 
the shoulder and the fiexors of the elbow, wrist and fingers, 
the extensors of the knees, adductors of hip and the plantar 
flexors of the foot. In paralysis agitans the rigidity does not 
affect the flexors any more than it does the extensors; it is a 
general sort of So one would expect to find this symp- 
tom, if it is not due to tremor, in making flexion as well as 
in making extension of the forearm. 

Dr. E. D. Fisner, New York: I think the sign of Dr. 
Moyer, which we might call the Moyer sign, is of great 
interest, and it struck me that it might be explained as due 
to the degeneration in the muscle fiber itself. I don’t think 
we know the pathology of paralysis agitans. Recent investi- 
gations of the spinal cord and peripheral nerves show no defi- 
nite pathologic changes, but there are pretty constantly found 
in the muscles degenerative conditions or pathologic changes 
in many of the fibers, distributed irregularly in the muscles. 
That might explain this irregular jerky movement which Dr. 
Moyer has described. Dr. Moyer should investigate further 
and give us at our next annual meeting an explanation of 
these interesting symptoms which he has discovered. 

Dr. H. N. Mover, Chicago: It is a nervous symptom but 
it is not constant. The cases of paralysis agitans which begin 
with a marked tremor and very little rigidity don’t have this 
symptom. It is very rarely absent in the cases in which there 
is not much tremor. Therefore, it is of greater value. It 
cannot be imitated voluntarily; I cannot myself show you on 
my own arm how it feels. You have got to have a real case, 
but you recognize it the instant you try, and lots of old cases 
will have it. Any old case of paralysis agitans will do. There 
is that sudden little jerk of resistance to the movement. The 
old contention was that paralysis agitans was a nervous dis- 
ease or a muscular disease. I am one of those who consider 
it a disease of the brain; just exactly what portion I don’t 
know, but some part between the frontal and the eccipital 
lobes. 


— 
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THE ABUSE OF NORMAL SALT SOLUTION * 


GEORGE H. EVANS, M.D. 
SAN FRANCISCO 


The therapeutic value of a physiologic saline solution 
administe in large amounts either intravenously, 
hypodermically, or by the intestinal tract in certain 
pathologic conditions, characterized by changes, quanti- 
tative or qualitative, in the blood-plasma, has been so 
abundantly demonstrated by clinical experience that it 
requires no emphasis here. That under certain cir- 
cumstances saline solutions are productive of great harm 
to the tissues of the body, and are even capable of pro- 
ducing death, is as true as it is of many other valuable 
therapeutic procedures. It is my desire to call attention 
briefly to some of these conditions and to sound a note 
of warning against the thoughtless and indiscriminate 
use of this remedy. The apparent harmlessness of 
sodium chlorid, a salt which forms such an important 
part of the fluids of the body, the fact that this salt is 
found so largely in practically all of our foodstuffs, the 
idea. altogether too prevalent, judging from what we 
see in every-day clinical experience, that there is prac- 
tically no limitation to the functional capacity of the 
glomeruli of the kidneys to excrete water—all these 
factors have probably been responsible for a great deal 
of the indiscrimination in its use. One cannot fail to 
be impressed with the danger of such procedure, if one 
observes the utter recklessness with which salt solution 
is frequently prescribed, particularly in the postopera- 
tive period, without previous knowledge of the condition 
of the blood-pressure, the ability of the heart to handle 
large amounts of fluid successfully, or the functional 
capacity of the kidneys to excrete successfully the large 
amount of chlorid thus forced on them. 

The amount of damage thus produced and the number 
of fatal cases directly attributable to the abuse of this 
procedure is, of course, ordinarily problematic, because 
of the fact that the chief indications, where it is used 
commonly, accompany grave surgical and medical emer- 
gencies in which the disastrous réle played by the salt 
solution is lost sight of in the light of the serious con- 
dition which called forth its use; thus fatal results are 
undoubtedly frequently attributed to the pathologic 
condition, and the misapplication of the remedy escapes 
the condemnation it justly deserves. Clinical observa- 
tion abundantly demonstrates this fact. 

In a case recently reported by Brooks, the abuse of 
salt solution is well set forth. One and one-half liters 
of salt solution were ordered in three doses per rectum, 
apparently without indications for its use, in a per- 
fectly normal postoperative period following a short and 
simple appendectomy. Owing to the carelessness of a 
nurse, a “stock solution” of nearly saturated sodium 
chlorid was used, the patient receiving almost 9 ounces 
of the salt, with rapidly fatal result from acute sodium 
chlorid poisoning. While such cases of acute poisoning 
from large doses of the drug are probably rare, it will 
be well to seriously consider how frequently harm 
results from carelessness in the extemporaneous hurried 
preparation of salt solution, varying from the isotonic 
solution; for it is not alone in the poisonous effects 
of excessive dosage that danger lies, but also in the 
hemolytie effect of solutions that are hypotonic. The 
results of these are often overlooked and thus the mor- 
tality records from “shock,” “hemorrhage,” and other 
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surgical complications are raised. In surgical 


i shock, 
not the result of — its use is illogical. Even 
though the blood-pressure be low, it is low because of 
vasomotor paralysis causing dilatation of the peripheral 
vessels, Salt solution cannot remedy this, | if given 
in large quantities, as frequently happens, may do great 
harm. 


A recent case in the service of a San Francisco con- 
frére® is — 

A woman, aged was operated on by the Wertheim 
method, for the removal of a carcinomatous uterus. After the 
operation, normal saline solution was ordered to be adminis- 
tered by Murphy’s method of proctoclysis. Again the care- 
lessnes- of a nurse was responsible for the introduction of 5 
quarts of the solution within a period of eight hours. The 
patient’s pulse suddenly rose to 148 per minute. It became 
bad and went into a 


the precordia, the alarming symptoms subsided, the pulse 
dropping in two hours to 118 per minute. 

The toxicity of sodium chlorid has been too well 
demonstrated by a number of investigators to require 
emphasis here. While probably the least toxic of the 
metal chlorids, animal experimentation has sufficiently 
proved its toxicity. Thus Joseph and Meltzer* found 
that 3.70 gm. per kilo of body weight produced death 
in healthy dogs. While the necessary fatal dose is very 
high in comparison with the other metal chlorids, the 
harmfulness of sodium chlorid is sufficiently demon- 
strated to warrant a protest against its free use hypo- 
dermically or intravenously without a knowledge as to 
the functional capacity of the kidney to excrete the salt. 
Where this function is impaired to the extent that the 
excess of sodium chlorid is not promptly eliminated, 
osmotic disturbances are sure to ensue, with resulting 
harm to the tissues. This has been particularly notice- 
able in those cases of toxemia dependent on, or accom- 
panied by, renal lesion. It is in such cases that saline 
solution as a diuretic has heretofore been altogether too 
prevalently extolled. That the elimination of toxins 
through the production of diuresis can be brought about 
is true only to the extent to which the kidney is func- 
tionating. Sippel’s* case well illustrates this: 

A patient suffering from eclamptic convulsions, which had 
kept up for thirty hours after delivery, was relieved following 
decapsulation of one . Copious urination followed and 
the coma subsided. Following this, 3 liters of physiologic salt 
solution were given hypodermically with the result that coma 
and anuria returned, which soon proved fatal. 


Sippel believes the fatal result to have been directly 
due to the infusion. It must certainly be admitted. 
remembering that the normal amount of salt excreted 
by the human body daily is about 12 gm., that the 
accumulation of this amount of salt in the blood would 
probably produce a decided irritation to the kidney 
epithelium, for with the 3 liters of solution, 27 gm. of 
salt were introduced. Such overloading of the blood 
with salt will be more pronounced if, while the tybular 
epithelium of the kidney is much impaired, the water- 
expelling function of the glomeruli is only slightly so. 
The water of the subcutaneously infused solution wil! 
then be expelled, but not the sodium chlorid. In some 
cases, intestinal rather than subcutaneous or intravenous 
infusions should be used. 

The prevalent uge of this remedy in instances of 
toxemia due to acute infections accompanied by marked 


„ Read in the Section on Pharmacology and Therapeutics of the 
American eal Association, at the Sixty-Second Annual Session. 
heid at Los Angeles, June, 1911. 

1. Brooks: Arch. Int. Med., 1910, vi, 577. 


2. Personal communication. 
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4. Sippel: Deutsch. med. Wehnschr., Jan. 6, 1910, xxxvi, No. 1. ; 
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diminution or absence of chlorid excretion, even though 
the functional capacity of the kidney is unimpaired, 
demands condemnation. Lobar pneumonia well illus- 
trates this condition. Whether the diminution in chlorid 
excretion is due to the retention of the salt in the pul- 
monary exudate, or to abnormally low absorption from 
the intestinal tract, the fact remains that the introduc- 
tion of salt solution can result only in increased reten- 
tion, and is a procedure both illogical and pernicious. 
Yet salt solution occupies to-day a prominent place, 
and the danger of the retention of the increased quan- 
tities of chlorids thus introduced is unappreciated, while 
the additional work imposed by the introduction of large 
amounts of fluid to the circulation, on a heart probably 
— crowded to the point of incompensation, is 
ignored. 

The harm resulting from the large amounts of water 
introduced is probably even greater than that produced 
by the effects of chlorid retention. The value of restric- 
tion of fluids in conditions of cardiac insufficiency, first 
prominently brought forth by the investigations of 
Oertel, has been almost universally accepted, and to-day 
there exists practical unanimity of opinion as to the 
value of fluid restriction in heart and kidney lesions, 
particularly those accompanied by hypertension. The 
effects of hydremia on a weakened heart have been too 
often demonstrated by animal experimentation and at 
the autopsy table to require emphasis. Even with 

rompt excretion by the kidneys, skin or lungs, the task 
imposed on the heart is greater in direct proportion to 
the amount of fluid introduced, and this regardless of 
the manner of introduction. Be it understood that 
what is said here does not apply to colonic flushing in 
which all the water introd is immediately expelled. 
Doubtless functionally competent hearts and kidneys 
are capable of successfully handling much therapeutic 
imposition; but I desire to emphasize that my clinical 
observation has convinced me that this procedure is 
commonly applied in both medical and surgical emer- 
gencies when this functional capacity has not been first 
demonstrated. 

I would therefore urge a more discriminating use of 
this therapeutic measure, restricted to those conditions 
in which either quantitative or qualitative changes in 
the blood-plasma present logical indications for its appli- 
cation, and then only after it has been satisfactorily 
demonstrated that circulatory or renal contra-indications 
do not exist. 


Whitney Building. 


THE BABY-TENTS OF CHICAGO * 


FRANK W. ALLIN, A u., M.D. 
CHICAGO 

A study of the last United States Census reports 
reveals some startling figures. In the whole United 
States more than 10 cent. of the infants have died 
in their first year. is high mortality has not been 
equally distributed, for grouping thirty-seven of the 
largest cities, each having a population of over 100,000, 
the death-rate is about 20 per cent., while in our very 
largest cities it approaches 25 per cent.—one out of 
every four. So great is the hazard that no insurance 
company will issue a policy on this first year. This 


* Read in the Section on Diseases of Children of the American 
Medical Association, at the Sixty-Second Annual Session, held at 
Los Angeles, June, 1911 
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alarming mortality has aroused many, in and out of our 
profession, to seek relief. 

There was held in Chicago — the summer of 
1911, a two-weeks’ exhibition, the largest and most 
comprehensive ever attempted in the interest of child 
welfare. This idea we copied from New York’s exhibit 
of last year, enlarging and extending in manifold ways 
to many times the size of that exhibit. This is the 
culmination of a general interest. 

Chicago lost 6.888 babies under one vear of age in a 
single twelvemonth. A study of the spot maps of the 
city shows that certain areas produce most of the deaths 
and far exceed their relative proportion. It also shows 
the dire effect of the heated season and that certain 
diseases predominate. After about three days of hot 
weather, every day of prolonged heat shows a rapid 
increase in the mortality. Diarrheal cases lead the list, 
making the total of enteritis jump from below 50 per 
cent. to above 80 per cent., with a summer average for 
this disease between 72 per cent. and 76 per cent. The 
bulletin of the Chi Health Department states that 
at least 80 per cent. of all the deaths under two years in 
the summer months are due to preventable diseases. 

Many plans have been devised to relieve these first 
years of their terrible hazard. Infant welfare move- 
ments of many kinds are at work and it will be difficult 
to measure the influence and determine the exact value 
of each of these. The baby-tent has its place among 
them. Designed to meet a need not covered in any other 
way, it has not only met the immediate needs of the 
individual sick child, but, by example and instruction 
to the mother, has often taught her to t recurrence 
in this child and her other children. Organized effort 
to save the baby is relatively a recent thing. Only a few 
vears ago milk commissions were organized, and the idea 
has spread rapidly until nearly every city now makes 
some kind of an effort to guard and protect that part of 
its population living wholly on milk. The mortality 
was greatly reduced, but remains frightfully high, espe- 
cially where the population is dense. It became appar- 
ent that the — 1 was not the only thing to be 
considered. Since the greatest mortality appeared in 
the crowded districts, it became evident that better air 
was 
The fresh-air wharfs of New York City and the fresh- 
air sanitariums of Chicago's lake front were among the 
first efforts to relieve the congestion of our great cities 
for the little folks. Sending children to the country for 
outings and tent colonies for certain diseases had proved 
so successful in demonstrating the benefits of fresh air 
that fresh air has become one of the important things 


in the care of babies. Even after the profession had 


come to see the benefits of fresh air, it was hard to 
convinee the mother. But at present, with almost daily 
articles in the papers and efforts of the health 
department, it is not so much a question of knowledge 
as of inducing the people to act. Chicago’s congested 
districts are at some distance from the lake front. Most 
of the deaths of babies in the hot summer months occur 
within quite limited spaces, particularly on the north- 
west side, in the Ghetto and back of the stock vards. 
The Lincoln Park Sanitarium and the Jackson Park 
Sanitarium are caring for many babies, but they are 
inaccessible to a vast majority in Chicago. Mothers 
with several small children and a sick baby could not 
be spared from their homes to go several miles and stay 
all day at the lake front; consequently the little sufferer 
remained cooped up at home. To reach these infants, 
often dying without ever having a doctor or even a fair 
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chance for existence, the baby fresh-air tent idea origi- 
nated seven years ago. 

The baby fresh-air tents are located in the areas where 
the deaths are most numerous, which is among the 
foreign population, Poles, Lithuanians, Italians and 
Russian Jews. The tents are placed either on the roofs 
of buildings or in vacant spaces in the midst of these 
thickly populated sections, so near the homes that the 
mother can bring the sick baby at 8 o’clock in the 
morning, leave it all day in the care of competent 
nurses and call for it again at 6 o’clock in the evening. 
This daily contact of the mother with the doctors and 
nurses is not the least valuable part of this arrangement. 
Like the Salvation Army in their work on the street 
corners and tenement districts, these tents have left the 
Lake Shore Drive to reach the masses where they are 
near their homes. 

The equipment of the tents consists of a hospital tent 
about 12 by 16 feet, with a double roof, board floor and 
sides, and screen sides above the chair rail. Each (on- 
tains eight iron beds, a hammock, electric lights, two 
electric fans and a telephone; also a receiving tent, 
about the same size, for examining, bathing and tem- 

rary care of the baby. A milk station is maintained 
in this tent where milk in any modification is prepared 
for the occupants, or sold to the mother at cost. Cer- 
tified milk is used for these preparations. The tents 
are 0 about July 1 and closed about September 
15. tents were kept open nights and Sundays only 
in extreme emergency of either very sick patients or 
severely hot weather. 

A trained nurse is in charge of each tent, with one 
or two assistants. There are assigned to the different 


neighborhoods a visiting nurse and field nurses, who - 


hunt out these sick and poor babies and send or bring 
them into the tent. An intern is placed at each tent 
for half or the whole day as the work may justify. 
He examines all patients, writes the histories, excludes 
contagious diseases and prepares the patients for pre- 
sentation to the doctor who visits the tent on that day. 
The medical staff consists of three physicians for each 
tent, each assigned to two days of each week. Each is 
expected to visit the tent at some hour in the forenoon 
and have complete charge of all new patients entering 
on his day. Thus each physician has his own patients 
and prescribes for the others only in emergency. The 
pediatric society has furnished most of the doctors, the 
remaining places being filled by physicians of the neigh- 
horhood having more or less interest in children. 

Only patients under about 2 years of age are received, 
as those older could not be kept in the beds. Only 
children of the poor are taken. When it can be determ- 
ined through the visiting nurse of the district that the 
parents are able to pay, they are referred to their family 
physician. A large proportion of these little sufferers 
are brought in or sent in by the district nurse. When 
patients fail to return they are investigated by the visit- 
ing nurse. Not every mother can be induced to leave 
her baby in the tent at first, but usually after a few 
days, if her child is not improving as rapidly as it 
should, she is prevailed on to do so. 

About sixty babies under 2 years of age were cared for 
the first summer, seven years ago. Each year has shown 
an increase in the number of tents and the number of 
patients, until last year eleven tents were established 
with a total of 1,750 babies. These tents are located in 
different parts of the city, no two in the same neigh- 
borhood. 
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The total mortality last year, counting all deaths at 
the tent, at home or in the hospital within three days 
after being at the tent, was 1.75 per cent. The year 
before it was a little over 2 per cent., which was the 
highest for any year. One of the most successful tents 
last season gave the following summary: 


Total number of patients. 363 
Average number of times each patient was seen.......... 4 
Average number in tent each dap 12 
Total number of deaths 2 
Death-rate for the entire season................ 0.55 per cent. 


One of the grateful mothers remarked the summer a 
tent was established in her neighborhood: “Last year it 
was all the time funerals, but now the babies are all 
getting well.” 

The baby-tent idea has become so popular that many 
cities have taken up and followed more or less closely 
the plan that was originated in Chicago. New York 
City six vears ago put up “shacks,” where babies have 
been cared for in the fresh air. Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Minneapolis, Nashville, Rochester and Hartford are 
some of the other cities caring for infants in fresh-air 
tents. In Chicago many organizations have become 
interested and are seeking to do some of this work. 
Thus far the Elizabeth McCormick fund, through the 
United Charities, has financed the tents—last year at 
a cost of a little over $5,000, 

The purpose of this paper is to present to the pro- 
fession a feasible means of getting at one of our great 
problems of the citv, that is, to check the high mortality 
among infants. The baby-tent idea lays no claim to 
improving the 1 as shown in the milk-com- 
mission milk, or to the fresh-air idea, which was in 
existence long before it appeared. But it has adapted 
these two great ideas in a way and in the place most 
needed, by scattering tents throughout these congested 
districts, so accessible that they will meet the need. The 
number of babies cared for and the low mortality cer- 
tainly demonstrate the success of the babv-tents and 
their right to existence and extension to more districts 
and other cities. 


4206 Monroe Street. 


ABSTRACT OF DISCUSSION 


Dr. J. P. Sencwick, Minneapolis: There are one or two 
things I would like to bring before the Section, as they have 
been of value to us in our work in Minneapolis. We have, 
running along the ridgepole of the tent, a perforated water 
pipe connected with the water system of the city, and when it 
bets too warm in the tent the water is turned on, thus bring- 
ing the temperature down. It is not the temperature of the 
water, but its evaporation that produces the effect, and it 
certainly does lower the temperature in the tent. The tent 
has been used four years and the death-rate during the first 
summer compared with the death-rate in the hospital proper 
for the same months of the five years preceding was just one- 
half. The reduction in mortality may not have been wholly 
due to the tent, but was partly due to the enthusiasm of the 
nurses and interns. 

Du. May Micnarr, Chicago: I would like to add that in 
Chicago after we employed wet-nurses the mortality was 
greatly reduced. 

Da. Frank W. Alux, Chicago: Instead of the perforated 
water pipe, on warm days we have had a cake of ice in a tub 
placed near the fans, so that the air was blown over the ice 
and through the tent. 


Hippocrates’ Short Definition of a Physician—“An upright 
man instructed in the art of healing.” 
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THE WHITE CELLS IN TUBERCULOSIS * 


W. WARNER WATKINS, M.D. 
PHOENIX, ARIZ. 

Study of the leukocytes in their relation to disease, or 
to a particular disease, soon impresses one with the 
truth of Professor Ehrlich’s statement! that the biologie 
variations of the white cells make them the most inter- 
esting study in pathology. Could we definitely know 
what the changes of the leukocytes are, at the onset and 
during the course of a disease, we would have en invalu- 
able aid to the diagnosis and prognosis of that condi- 
tion. Study of immunity and of the broad field of 
biologic adaptation in its application to pathology has 
revealed the white cells as the mobile tissue of the body, 
the elements most quickly adapting themselves to 
changes in environment by undergoing endless varia- 
tions in the presence of stimuli furnished by pathologic 
organisms and their toxins. Unfortunately, however, 
for clinical and therapeutic purposes, these variations 
are, as a rule, so similar in different diseases and so 
inconstant in the same infection in different individuals 
that their diagnostic and prognostic value becomes some- 
what uncertain. 

So far as tuberculosis is concerned, the white cells 
have been the subject of but limited study, which is 
rather strange since the reaction of the leukocytes in 
this wide-spread condition is exceedingly interesting 
and ought to become a sound basis for practical thera- 
peutics. In America the work of Webb? is the most 
valuable contribution to investigation along this line. 

For the sake of clearness this paper outlines its mat- 
ter under three divisions: : 

1. The most important known facts regarding the 
white cells in tuberculosis. 

2. The conclusions growing out of limited and incom- 
plete personal observations. 

3. The lines along which further investigation seems 
to be most needed. 


I, THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTS CONCERNING THE 
WHITE CELLS IN TUBERCULOSIS 


The biologic law that the nucleus is the dynamic 
center of living cells and that the * is only a 
means of communication between this center and the 
surrounding medium, holds true for leukocytes. Then 
one would naturally conclude that of all the white cells 
the most powerful ones are those with the largest and 
most perfect nuclei; this conclusion is justified by the 
work of several investigators who have proved that the 
most resistant and, consequently, the most powerful 
white blood-cells are the large and small lymphocytes. 
It is interesting, also, in this connection, to note that 
Ehrlich's assertion that the lymphocytes do not possess 
ameboid movement and do not respond by chemotaxis 
to stimuli, has been vigorously disputed by several 
writers, 

In resisting a tuberculous infection it has long been 
known that the lymphocyte is the cell particularly 
effective against this bacillus. The term “lymphocyte,” 
as used herein, classes under that word, without any 
attempt at differentiation, both the small mononuclear 
leukocyte (the lymphocyte of Ehrlich or small lympho- 
evte of American writers) and the large mononuclear 
leukocyte (the large lymphocyte of American writers), 

* Read in the Section on Pathology and Ph of the Amer- 

Session, held 


iean Medical Association, at the Sixty-Second 
at Los Angeles, June, 1911. 


1. Ehrlich: Anemia. 
2. Webb: Hematologic Studies in Tuberculosis. 
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since no one has yet made any distinction in their func- 
tion. That these cells are attracted particularly by the 
tubercle bacilli is doubtful, their effectiveness inst 
these organisms being largely explained — 1 the 
work of Bergel, confirmed by Webb and his assistants, 
that only lymphocytes have the ability to dissolve the 
waxy sheath enclosing tubercle bacilli and protecting 
them against the destructive antibodies of serum 
and against ordinary phagocytes. It is the universal 
observation of hematologists that there is an increase in 
the lymphocytes in tuberculosis, but the conclusion 
heretofore drawn, that this lymphocvtosis is due to sec- 
ondary anemia resulting from the disease, is erroneous, 
for this increase in mononuclear cells oceurs only durin 
the process of recovery from, or successful resistance of, 
tuberculosis, and does not occur when the disease is 
progressing unfavorably. A fact which simplifies rou- 
time observation in this connection is that when there 
is an increase in the mononuclears (except in lymphatic’ 
leukemia, in which all the elements are increased), this 
change in percentage is due to an actual relative increase 
and is not accompanied by a rise in the total leukocyte 
count. 


II. CONCLUSIONS DRAWN FROM PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS 


Personal observations have been made from 112 blood- 
counts in 100 individuals, with results as follows: 
Twenty-two healthy adults gave an average lymphocyte 
count of 41.5 per cent., ranging from 29 per cent. to 
57.5 per cent. Thirteen patients definitely cured of 
tuberculosis of the lungs gave an average lymphocyte 
count of 45 per cent., ranging from 35 per cent. to 67 
per cent. Twenty-four counts on patients with tuber- 
culosis checked or healing gave an average percentage 
of 38, ranging from 30 per cent. to 50 per cent. Forty- 
four counts from patients in whom the disease was 
gradually or rapidly progressing gave an average of 25 

r cent., ranging from 10 per cent. to 35 per cent. 

ix who were not seen after the original examination, 
but whose cases were all advanced, gave an average count 
of 24 per cent. Two adults presenting themselves as 
normals, but whose appearances were suspicious, gave 
counts of 19 per cent. and 20 cent. The conclu- 
sions based on these observations, in view of the estab- 
lished facts concerning lymphocytes in tuberculosis, to- 
gether with the work of contemporaneous and accurate 
observers, are as follows: 

1. These observations agree entirely with those of 
Webb that the percentage of lymphocytes affords an 
apparently reliable indication of individual resistance to 
tuberculous infection. A broad classification of patients 
in whom tuberculosis is still active obscures the impor- 
tant fact—invariably observed in a close analysis of 
individual patients—that the percentage of lymphocytes 
corresponds closely to the condition of the patient and 
the progress of the disease. 

2. There is present in many healthy individuals a 
considerable increase in the percentage of lymphocytes, 
so that instead of being 30 per cent., they approximate 
40, 45 or 50 per cent., or more. These increases are 


observed particularly in high altitudes and in lowlands 
where the atmosphere is rarefied by absence of moisture 
and by high temperature. The conclusion is certainly 
justified, that an individual presenting such an increase 
in number of those defensive cells known to be most 
effective against tubercle bacilli, presents, likewise, an 


isms. 


infection by those organ- 


increased resistance against 
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3. There exists in human beings who have gy oa 
recovered from tuberculosis, a permanent increase in the 
percentage of 8 ocytes, the counts ranging from 40 
to 70 per cent. That such an increase in those cells 
known to be particularly destructive to tubercle bacilli 
affords a relative immunity to tuberculous infection, is a 
natural conclusion. This is a definite biologic confirma- 
tion of the much-disputed statement that cured tubercu- 
losis produces immunity—the degree of the immunity 
being limited only by the definiteness of the recovery. 

4. In patients with active tuberculosis, there occurs 
coincident with, or preceding, the checking of that activ- 
ity, an increase in the percentage—i. e., the number— 
of lymphocytes, which continues as long as the lung 
tissue maintains its resistance and remains permanent 
if this resistance proceeds to eradication of the tubercu- 
lous area. This lymphocytosis is so definite and unfail- 
ing that it offers the most dependable means that we 
now have of foretelling from week to week and from 
month to month what the future course of the disease 
in those patients will be. 

5. On the other hand, preceding by a variable time 
the lessening of resistance and consequent invasion of 
new tissue by the bacilli, there occurs a decrease in the 
percentage—i. e., the number—of lymphocytes. This 
decrease can be observed before any appreciable change 
in the lungs can be detected, and offers an even more 
definite and reliable indication of the probable course 
of the infection in those cases which are so disconcert- 

ing in their failure to observe prognoses 

6. The blood of tuberculous patients with lympho- 
. presents, usually, an interesting pieture and one 
very different from that of normal blood. Lym 
cytosis is said to depend chiefly on an increase of 
lich’s large m those cells reputed to — 
nate in the bone-marrow. This is true, though these 
newly formed cells differ in appearance from the ordi- 
nary large ovoid lymphocyte. The small lymphocyte, 
forming, ordinarily, about 25 per cent. of the total white 
cells is, occasionally, the cell which multiplies; but, as 
a rule, this type of cell becomes subordinate ‘and the 
mononuclear cells which appear in the blood so rapidly 
during a tuberculosis in the process of healing may be 
two or three times as large as a polynuclear, and have a 
large, irregular cytoplasm and a very large, sometimes 
irregular, nucleus. 

7. Actual count of the white cells has not been made 
in these observations, because the necessity for it was 
not evident, although, in order to avoid criticism, this 
should, perhaps, be done. In uncomplicated tubercu- 
losis there is known to be no leukocytosis, so that an 
increase in the percentage of one type of cell as shown 
on a smear preparation, is an actual increase in number 
of that type. The criticism that a mixed infection with 
pyogenic organisms will bring about an increase in the 
number of polynuclears and, consequently, a decrease 
in the percentage of mononuclears without an actual 
decrease in their number, is a criticism of scientific 
accuracy which will have to be answered by checkiag 
such investigations against actual counts of the leuko- 
cytes. The clinical fact remains unaltered, however, 
that the percentage of lymphocytes is an exact and reli- 
alle indication of the course which a tuberculous proc- 
ess will assume in the immediate future—whether this 
percentage is an actual change in number in cases of 
tuberculosis uncomplicated with pus organisms, or 
whether it is an apparent change owing to the pre- 
ponderance of polynuclears in mixed infections. 
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Ill, LINES ALONG WHICH FURTHER INVESTIGATION 18 
NEEDED 

In viewing the lines along which further investiga- 
tion is needed, the field is seen to open up with every 
new step and only a few suggestions are offered. 

1. The conclusions offered above need to be confiru: ed 
by continved investigation, controlled by actual couats 
ef the white cells. 

2. Healthy individuals in different sections of the 
country should be examined in large numbers to deter- 
mine, as Webb has been doing, in what sections of the 
continent there is a tendency to an increase in thoce 
cells which most effectively resist tuberculosis. 

3. The particular methods by which individual resist- 
ance egaiust tuberculosis can be raised should be ascer- 
tained, with the lymphocyte percentage as an 8 
guide to the degree of such a resistance. In the great 
campaign against the white plague, prophylaxis must 
eventually be the means of eradicating it, and when such 
methods of increasing individual resistance are definitely 
known, they can be utilized in prophylactic treatment, 
whether they are dependent on climate, gymnastics or 
specific immunization. 

4. The relationship between the reaction of these cells 
and the administration of specific agents like tubercu- 
lin, Vaccines, immune serums, etc., should be deter- 
mined ; also to what extent the changes in the lympho- 
cyte percentage can be utilized as a guide in specific 
treatment. One writer makes the statement that the 
ivmphoevter increase after an injection of tuberculin. 
If the effect of tuberculin is to stimulate those cells 
which have the ability to destroy tubercle bacilli, there 
must be a close connection between that effect and the 
incresse in lymphocytes. If the effect of tuberculin 
ard allied remedies is to cause the production of anti- 
bedies in the blood-serum, lymphocytes -being known to 
participate in the production of such bodies, it is evi- 
dent that there are relations of cause and effect not yet 
discovered, 

5. The trend of study and investigation in tubercu- 
losis is toward the blood—blood-serum and blood-cells— 
and the more there are studied, the clearer is the convic- 
tion the world over, that Koch, in his discovery of the 
bacillus and of tuberculin, did not, by any means reach 
the summit of valuable knowledge in this disease. 


23 East Adams Street. 


ABSTRACT OF DISCUSSION 


Du. GeraLp B. Wess, Colorado Springs: Dr. Watkins’ excel- 
lent paper corroborates our former work. When we discov- 
ered the increase of lymphocytes in Colorado Springs we 
considered it due to the same marrow hyperplasia which 
causes the increase of the red les. Professor Zuntz 
has recently written me that he considers these changes due 
most probably to lack of oxygen in the bone marrow. We 
have been able to produce the same results by hyperemia of 
the marrow, increasing the lymphocytes by 100 per cent. 

Dr. Watkins spoke of the differential blood-counts found at 
the Salton Sea. I would like to ask our Chairman (Dr. Hen 
derson) if he could explain the possible hyperplasia of the 
marrow in this region by reason of stimulation due to excess 
of carbon dioxid retained in the blood. 

Dr. YANvDELL Henperson, New Haven, Conn.: I confess 
that I cannot give any explanation of the effect of the Salton 
Sea. There have been extensive investigations recently in 
Germany on the effects of sea baths and seashore climates, 
but so far as I am acquainted with them they do not offer 
any ground for an answer to the question. 

De. J. E. Porrencer, Monrovia, Cal.: The attempt to 
determine the variation in leukocytes at different altitudes 
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is a good one, as no doubt there is considerable physiologic 
variation. My work has been done at an elevation of 1,000 
feet. I have made about 800 differential counts on some 
I have not been sufficiently impressed with 
any particular variation from the normal in | per- 
centage to attempt to establish a rule, aside from the increased 
percentage in the early stages of the disease and a decrease, 
often, in serious cases. From the data presented by Dr. 


Watkins the question naturally arises as to what the value 


of altitude might be in establishing immunity. Sufficient 
work has already been done to show that the lymphocyte is 
probably more active in increasing the resistance of the 
individual in tuberculous disease than we had formerly sup- 


posed, but since this same increase in lymphocytes is to be 


seen in normal people at an altitude, we are obliged to con- 
sider that such increase in diseased persons must be in part 
physiologic and cannot be considered as a favorable reaction 
against the disease process. 

As the technic employed in making counts is very impor- 
tant, I wish to ask Dr. Watkins what technic was employed 
in making his computations. 

Dr. W. W. Warkins, Phoenix, Ariz.: I will say, first, that 
my chief object in presenting this paper was that I thought 
the criticisms which would be offered would be of value to 
me in future work along the same line. As to the criticism 
regarding conclusions based on only 100 patients, of course, 
conclusions of value cannot be drawn from 100 examinations, 
in any condition, if that were all; but as there were thous- 
ands of cases reported in literature, I felt justified in drawing 
conclusions which simply confirmed the work of other men. 

As to the technie of the smears, I used both the method 
recommended by Ehrlich with cover-slips and the method 
recommended by DaCosta with slides. The one I chiefly used 
is that of taking the ordinary slide, properly cleaned and pre- 
pared, putting on the drop of blood, bringing the end of 
another slide up to the drop and then pulling it away, the 
blood following the slide. In these smears. the drop was 
kept in the central portion of the slide. I take three or four, 
never less than two. The smears, when the leukocytes are 
bunched at the terminus of the smear, cannot be depended on. 
The leukocytes must be distributed evenly throughout the 
smear to be of value. The stain used was Wright’s. 


PROLAPSE OF THE UTERUS COMPLICATING 
PREGNANCY * 


PALMER FINDLEY, M.D. 
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Of the malpositions of the uterus, descensus is most 
often encountered. This applies as well to the early 
5 nt uterus in descensus of moderate degree. It is 
well known that a moderate degree of descensus uteri 
is not incompatible with pregnancy and with normal 
delivery, but complete prolapse of the gravid uterus is 
rarely seen and has never been observed at full term. A 
number of cases have been so recorded, but it is believed 
that in these cases the edematous, elongated cervix and 
inverted vaginal walls have been mistaken for the uterus 
in its entirety (Braun-Fernwald'). In Plasse’s case the 
patient went to the seventh month of Bo. anor No 
other reported case has developed to this degree. In 
this instance the fetus was macerated. 

The first noteworthy contribution to the subject was 
by Hüter“ in 1860; the next by Franke,“ who brought 
the total of reported cases to 124. Seitz“ followed with 


*Read in the Section on Obstetrics of the 
American Medical et the Session, 
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With the aid of Dr. Heaney of Chicago I have col- 
lected, in all, 140 cases in the literature to which I will 
add one of my own and two as yet unreported cases. 

We seldom find prolapsus of the gravid uterus in a 
primipara. The displacement is usually the result of 

ancy, hence a condition common to multipare. As 
to the time of occurrence, we find in the majority of 
case-records that the procidentia was not manifest until 
one or more children were born; that there had pre- 
existed a descensus of the uterus to a greater or lesser 
degree, and that the descensus had increased in the 
subsequent pregnancy. In other words prolapsus uteri 
in pregnancy is but an exaggeration of a preexisting 
condition. 

Tracon“ reported two cases in which the prolapse 
occurred during pregnancy, one in the fourth month 
due to a severe strain and the other when at stool. 
Stamm“ also reported two cases, and Verre, Webb and 
Rosano each a case in which the prolapse occurred in 
pregnancy. 

In the case reported by Kidd.“ the prolapsus was first 
in evidence at the time of labor, though in his case the 
woman had given birth to three children and had had 
five abortions, making it probable that the uterine sup- 
ports had been weakened prior to the last labor in which 
the prolapse occurred. 

Dufour® records a case in which the pregnant uterus 
was prolapsed to the level of the knees. The woman 
had borne three children and was in the sixth month of 
gestation. The cervix protruded from the vulva through- 
out the six months of pregnancy. With the first pain 
incident to premature labor, the membranes ruptured 
and the entire gravid uterus protruded to the level of 
the knees. The protruding uterug and vaginal walls 
became deeply congested and for fear of gangrene the 
uterus was promptly emptied by first incising the cervix. 
Boissard® recorded a similar experience in a pregnancy 
of three months. Wagner, Harvey and Plasse also 
reported cases in which the gravid uterus hung to the 
knees. The first case of acute prolapsus occurring in 
labor was reported by Mauriceau. Similar cases have 
been reported by Gristock. Kauffman, Wagner, Stein, 
Poetal, Meralini, Chemin, Smelli, ete. 

The likelihood of pregnancy occurring in a prolapsed 
uterus is in inverse ratio to the length of the cervix, 
the degree of prolapsus of the uterus and vaginal walls 
and to the tissue changes resident in the uterus and its 
appendages. Where the cervix protrudes from the vul- 
var outlet, pregnancy will rarely supervene. In pro- 
lapsus of long standing the usual anatomic findings are 
eversion and erosion of the lips of the cervix, hyper- 
trophy of the endometrium and uterine musculature and 
cvstic degeneration of the ovaries. Such a combination 
of lesions, irrespective of the position of the uterus, will 
greatly lessen the chances of pregnancy. Add to these 
lesions the possible fixation of the uterus and its append- 
ages by pelvic adhesions and the chances of pregnancy 
are almost ni/, with practically no chance of maturing 
the pregnancy. Winckel reported two cases in which the 
anterior lip of the cervix attained the size of a man’s 
fist and caused ischuria. The swelling of the anterior 
lips of the cervix has been observed in a number of cases 
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and is ascribed to edema. This edema rapidly disappears 
after or 

In several reported cases cohabitation was accom- 
plished through the gaping cervix (Spancken") ; Chop- 
art, cited by Franke, and Harvey, cited by Winckel. 

In the fourth month of gestation the uterus rises out 
of the pelvis and in this manner an uncomplicated 
descent of moderate degree is corrected for the remain- 
ing months of gestation, to return in the early weeks of 
the puerperium. In prolapsus of an advanced degree 
and in cases in which the uterus is adherent or incar- 
cerated, a spontaneous reposition of the uterus cannot 
be effected. Bimanual manipulations or operative inter- 
ference must be instituted if the pregnancy is to proceed. 

Where the uterus is completely prolapsed, pregnancy 
is usually terminated spontaneously in the early weeks 
of gestation. Wimmer’s case, which went to the sixth 
month, and Plasse’s case, which was interrupted at the 
seventh month of gestation, are notable exceptions to 
the rule that in extreme prolapsus abortion occurs in the 
first month of gestation as a result of circulatory and 
mechanical disturbances. These abortions are incom- 
plete in the majority of cases because of ineffectual con- 
tractions of the uterus. In the 124 cases, reports of 
which were collected by Franke, there were twenty 
abortions. 

In the event of labor or abortion certain serious com- 
plications may ensue. Postabortive and puerperal infec- 
tions occur in a relatively large proportion of cases 
because of the ineffectual emptying of the uterus and 
the occasional presence of ulcers of the cervix. 

The elongated, rigid cervix offers a serious impedi- 
ment to the progress of labor. We find labor prolonged 
by the resisting cervix and the enfeebled uterine mus- 
culature. It is no exception for labor to be prolonged 
two to three days and in some instances five to seven 
days. So great may be the resisting power of a rigid, 
elongated cervix that the lower uterine segment ond 
body of the uterus may rupture spontaneously in labor 
and gangrene of the cervix is known to ensue. Not only 
does the resistance offered by the cervix prolong labor, 
but, if not relieved by incision, the lower uterine segment 
may stretch to the point of rupture as in the case of 
Dougall.'* This case proved fatal as a result of a 
rupture which extended from the cervix to the fundus. 
Miller also reported a case of rupture of the lower 
uterine segment as the result of a resisting cervix. Kohl 
asserts that there is little or no bag of waters in advance 
of the presenting part and believes this to be a factor in 
the slow dilatation of the cervix. 

My own case is as follows: 


Patient.— Mrs. A., aged 36, quartipara, was in the third 
month of gestation. Since her last pregnancy the vaginal walls 
and cervix had protruded beyond the vulvar outlet. From the 
onset of her present pregnancy the prolapsus steadily increased 
until she was scarcely able to walk about. 

Ezamination.—I found the vaginal walls completely everted 
and by making traction on the cervix, I was able to deliver the 
entire uterus beyond the vulvar outlet. The body of the uterus 
was a little larger than a man’s fist, the cervix about 4 inches 
in length. The pelvic floor was torn and relaxed to the extent 
of affording little support to the pelvic organs. 

Treatment.—Relief was imperative. My first advice was to 
confine her in bed with the hips elevated for the greater part 
of two to three months. The conditions were not favorable to 
the wearing of a pessary. A sick, 2-year-old child and three 
other small children at home on a ranch and no help other 
than that of the mother and father made it imperative to pro- 


11. : Arch. f. G _ 1881, xvil, 128. 
12. : Glasgow Jour., July, 1881, p. 28. 


UTERUS—FINDLEY Jove. 


vide relief in the shortest time. Accordingly, I emptied 
the uterus of a three months’ fetus, and under the same 
anesthetic I amputated the cervix and performed an anterior 
colporrhaphy and posterior colpoperineorrhaphy. The results 
were satisfactory and the patient left the hospital for her 
home in sixteen days. 


In- the management of these cases, the following 
propositions are presented : 

1. Pregnancy with a moderate degree of prolapse, and 
in the absence of any considerable elongation and 
rigidity of the cervix, will usually proceed to term and 
delivery will be effected without serious embarrassment. 


If, in the early months of pregnancy, the patient com- 


plains of a bearing-down sensation and of bladder and 
rectal disturbances chargeable to the descended uterus, 
a suitable pessary may be worn with safety, and removed 
at the end of the fourth month. Hiiter asserts that no 
case is recorded in the literature in which the wearing of 
a pessary has brought about a miscarriage. In addition 
to the wearing of a pessary, and in cases in which for 
one reason or another a pessary cannot be worn, rest in 
bed should be enjoined for several hours daily, all 
unusual exertion forsworn and the clothing so adjusted 
as to prevent traction and constriction at the waist line. 
In acute prolapsus, occurring in the course of pregnancy, 
there is great liability to miscarriage, hence the urgent 
indication to replace the uterus and to provide a suitable 
support in the form of a pessary. Rosano records a case 
in which a woman, 26 years of age, had given birth to 
five children and was a when through 
violence the uterus was caused to descend, protruding 
from the vulvar outlet to a length of 27 em. uterus 
was replaced and the pregnancy progressed to term. 

To replace a prolapsed pregnant uterus the patient 
should be in the knee-chest or dorsal position, the 
bladder and rectum empty and all constricting clothing 
removed from the omen. With the thumb and 
fingers the uterus is gently but forcibly pushed back in 
line with the long axis of the pelvis. Following the 

lacement, rest in bed should be enjoined and a suit- 
able pessary adjusted. If the head is engaged in the 
pelvic inlet no effort at replacement should be attempted. 

2. Where the labor is retarded by an elongated, rigid 
cervix the acknowledged method of procedure is to make 
a bilateral incision of the cervix (Diihrrsen) and to 
apply forceps or perform version. Under such con- 
ditions there is a relatively large proportion of breech 
presentations and the presence of a rigid cervix renders 
the delivery particularly hazardous to the child. Here 
the bilateral incisions of Diihrrsen are of special advan- 
tage. Seitz found it necessary to incise the cervix in 
38 per cent. of the ninety-one cases collected by himself 
and Franke. We are admonished not to make an anterior 
incision of the cervix for fear of wounding the bladder 
and rectum. A reasonable degree of caution and experi- 
ence should obviate the objection, and cerfainly in 
advanced pregnancy this incision affords a more ready 
method of delivery than do the bilateral incisions of 
Diihrrsen. In pregnancy at term, an abdominal Cesarean 
section may be made in selected cases. 

Where the uterus is adherent the usual rule of pro- 
cedure is to empty the uterus of its fetal contents and 
if the pregnancy is not advanced beyond the fourth to 
the sixth week the necessary abdominal and plastic work 
may be done to correct permanently the displacement 

associated lesions. 

3. Following delivery the uterus, which prior to preg- 
nancy was but partially prolapsed, may become com- 
pletely so. Foster had one such case, the result of 
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forcible traction on the cord. Bernard records a case 
in which a complete prolapse followed on forcible 
expression of the placenta. Such an organ should be 
replaced by taxis, the patient retained in bed with the 
hips elevated until the end of the second or third week of 
the puerperium, when the necessary operative procedures 
may be applied to correct the displacement permanently. 
A colpeurynter or gauze pack should not be used to 
retain the uterus in place because of the stoppage of 
drainage of lochia. If the cervix presents at the vulvar 
outlet during the puerperium an antiseptic dressing 
should be applied to the vulva to prevent infection of 
uterus. 

4. When the prolapse of the gravid uterus exists to a 
degree that renders the patient uncomfortable or inca 
able of enduring the existing conditions, relief may be 
found in various ways. In prolapse of a moderate decree, 
the pessary, worn for the first four months of gestation, 
will usually afford the desired relief. Most authors 
advise against the performance of plastic operations on 
the pelvic floor during pregnancy because such opera- 
tions are excessively bloody, the trauma of the operation 
is liable to induce abortion and the restored pelvic floor 
is almost certain to give way in a subsequent delivery. 
However, there are a number of successful cases on 
record in which the cervix has been amputated and the 
pelvic floor restored without interrupting the course of 
pregnancy. E. Hausson amputated the cervix in the 
fourth month of gestation. Four weeks before the 
estimated date of confinement the bag of waters ruptured 
and labor followed. The child was fully developed and 
living. Boni amputated the cervix in the fifth month 
of gestation; the pregnancy continued to full term. 

Schroeder“ and Mittermaier’* each amputated the 
elongated cervix of a prolapsed pregnant uterus with- 
out interrupting pregnancy. Schroeder’s patient was 
in the third month and Mittermaier’s patient was in 
the tenth week of gestation. Morral amputated the 
cervix and repaired the pelvic floor in two cases, one in 
the third, the other in the fifth month of gestation, both 
cases going to full term. In view of his results in these 
two cases and of his experience with one in which death 
occurred on the eighth day of the puerperium following 
sloughing of the cervix, Morral vigorously endorses the 
practice of amputating the cervix and restoring the 
pelvic floor in the course of pregnancy. 

Had I been familiar with the work of Morral and 
others when the case above reported was referred to me 
by Dr. A. F. Jonas of Omaha, I would have followed 
their example in the effort to save the child. 

Dr. Ralph G. Mills, medical missionary to Kangkai, 
Korea, writes me that in the past vear he had delivered 
two cases in which the native Chinese doctors had 
saturated the protruding portion of the cervix with 
kerosene oil A set fire to it. In both cases there was 
dense scar tissue in the cervix. One woman was in 
labor seven days, the other four days. Both required 
multiple incisions in the cervix to deliver the child with 
forceps. One child lived, the other died. 

The necessity for operative interference in so large a 
percentage of cases has obviously added to the maternal 
and fetal mortality. V. Hiiter reckoned the fetal mor- 
tality at 31.4 per cent. 

In twenty-nine out of ninety-one cases the forceps was 
used with seven fetal deaths. There were six versions 
with two fetal deaths and in ten instances the head was 
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perforated ; 28.5 per cent. were still-born or died short 
— delivery. Abnormal presentations were relatively 
uent. 

Finckel says that breech presentation occurs two or 
three times more frequently in a prolapsed than in a non- 
prolapsed uterus. There were five maternal deaths, four 
due to sepsis and one to rupture of the uterus. 


3602 Lincoln Boulevard. 


ABSTRACT OF DISCUSSION 


Dr. Aurnun E. Hertzier, Kansas City: I have recently 
had a case of this sort that has many elements of interest. 
The patient at the time of observation was 20 years old and 
gave this history: Between 16 and 17 she began to notice 
the protrusion of the cervix; between 17 and 18 the prolapse 
was complete. She married shortly after 18 and became preg- 
nant a few years later. When I first saw the patient the 
uterus was entirely prolapsed. I was asked to see her because 
the combined efforts of the patient and the family physician 
could not restore the uterus to the pelvis. By rest in bed and 
manipulation the uterus was easily replaced and the patient 
wes kept in bed for a couple of months. The patient was 
delivered spontaneously at term after a labor lasting eight 
hours. She was attended by her family physician and the 
labor was said to have been without notable difficulty. Four 
months after delivery the patient was given the choice of a 
complete operation which would sterilize her or a partial oper- 
ation which would give her a chance of pregnancy under diffi- 
culties which could not be estimated. She selected the former 
and I amputated about 2 inches of the cervix, removed a con- 
siderable portion of the anterior vaginal wall, separated the 
fascia and did a plication. A firm perineum was built up and 
the uterus placed sufficiently high to apparently bring the 
organs into the most favorable situation. What was not needed 
of the fundus was cut off and sutured to the rectus fascia. 
The patient made an uneventful recovery. When I saw the 
title of Dr. Findlay’s paper I asked the patient for permis- 
sion to examine the field of operation and I found everything 
in satisfactory condition. 

Dr. W. B. Dorsett, St. : A case occurred in my prac- 
tice some time ago. When I first saw the patient she was in 
much the same condition as that described by Dr. Hertzler. 
When she was standing the uterus would hang down and 
could not be kept in position by any kind of pessary; there 
was not enough perineum to hold the pessary. It could be 
held up only by keeping the woman in bed with the hips 
elevated. She was kept in bed for six months after I first 
saw her. At the seventh month of pregnancy, labor set in 
and she was delivered of a seven-months child, which lived | 
only a short time. I subsequently did a perineorrhaphy, 
repairing the cervix, and also an anterior colporrhaphy and a 
Gilliam operation, explaining to her that she could not become 
pregnant but would be relieved of her symptoms. The ques- 
tion came up as to whether or not I should remove the ovary. 
As I made rather a solid pelvic floor I did not remove the 
ovary. I cannot say anything more than what has been said 
regarding the treatment given by Dr. Findley. 

Du. F. T. ANpREws, Chicago: I never have seen a patient 
of this kind pregnant, but had a patient on whom I made an 
extra-vaginal hysterectomy, in whom the uterus was hanging 
out almost to the knees, and the patient told me that she had 
had this condition for many years; that having this condition 
she became pregnant and that the physician replaced and held 
the uterus within the canal. She had an uninterrupted preg- 
nancy and delivery. When she came to me she had 
the menopause and I removed the uterus. I made an elaborate 
research in the matter of hernias of the uterus, pregnant and 
non-pregnant, and found a very large number of cases of hernia 
in which the uterus was pregnant in different situations. I 
found some cases of hernia of the uterus tabulated as such 
which were purely prolapse. Therefore, it would be possible 
in making research to miss those cases because the word “pro- 
lapse” was not used but “hernia” used instead. 
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Dr. Pacmer Finney, Omaha: The question might come up, 
“Shall we sterilize the woman?” I trust I have not given 
such an impression regarding a pregnant uterus prolapsed but 
otherwise normal. I would not raise the question at all of 
the advisability of sterilizing the woman to prevent further 
pregnancies. 
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ETIOLOGY 

In all three conditions mentioned in the title we have 
as the primary cause syphilis. In general paresis and 
tabes there are no active elements of the primary infec- 
tion present; that is, no spirochetes are found in the 
diseased tissues. We have rather the results which mani- 
fest themselves by inducing fibrosis of the nerve-tissues 
and blood-vessels. Probably 5 or 10 per cent. of those 
acquiring syphilis are affected with general paresis and 
tabes, and a like proportion with syphilis of the nervous 


system. 

We should divide these diseases into two classes, (a) 
general paresis and tabes being parasyphilitic, and (b) 
syphilis of the nervous system being directly due to 
infiltration of syphilitic material into the nerve-strue- 
tures and vessels, with evidence of spirochetes. An 
important point is also the time between the infection 
of the primary disease and the appearance of the dis- 
ease of the nervous system. 


SYPHILIS AND PARASYPHILIS 

In the parasyphilitic diseases, general paresis and 
tabes, involvement of the nervous system rarely shows 
itself before ten years, and often still later; while in 
syphilis it usually occurs in about five years. Other 
causes are important factors in exciting diseases of the 
nervous system, as injury, strain, overexertion, exhaust- 
ing diseases as typhoid, excess, alcoholism, venery, her- 
edity, etc. Perhaps without these exciting agents no 
involvement of the nervous system would take place, but 
the converse is still more positive, that without syphilis 

probably there would be no general paresis or tabes. 
Symptomatology.—In general paresis and tabes there 
are many points of resemblance and also many differ- 
ences. As we have seen, they occur about the same 
time after the primary infection and are both parasyph- 
ilitie; they may both have a long prodromal period 
before the symptoms become pronounced. This is per- 
haps more clearly observed in tabes if carefully investi- 
gated than in — paresis, but it may be seen even 
in the latter, although the history of the disease before 
acute mental disturbance will often show that there 
have been some changes in character or personality 
months, or even years before, which were not fully 
appreciated. In tabes the history of pain, or anesthesia, 
or some slight vesical weakness, or inconstancy of gait, 
may have existed for a long time before the patient has 
consulted a physician. Probably at the time a careful 
examination of the pupillary reaction would have shown 
partial or complete Argyll Robertson pupils ; I have seen 
* Read in the Section on Nervous and Mental Diseases of the 
Annual Session, 
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the Argyll Robertson pupil years before any other 
clinical manifestations. I consider, indeed, this symp- 
tom the most important or cardinal one in the diagnosis 
of general paresis and tabes, hesitating without its 
presence to make a positive diagnosis. In one case in 
which the diagnosis was important from the legal point 
of view, the diagnosis of general paresis from the mental 
side was positive; the absence of the Argyll Robertson 
reaction, however, led us to qualify the diagnosis and 
therefore the prognosis. The wisdom of this was shown 
two years later by the recovery of the patient. The 
importance of this symptom cannot be overstated, as its 
early manifestation gives us the only possibility of cure 
or stay of the disease by treatment. 

The conditions first mentioned are the two which are 
common to both diseases, general paresis and tabes; the 
other symptoms, while in some degree resembling, are 
so widely apart in intensity as almost to be different in 
nature. Many authorities, especially Mott and Ferrier, 
are very positive that the two diseases are the same, their 
clinical differences being due only to the situation of 
the lesion, the nature of the pathologic changes, how- 
ever, being the same. I think, however, when we take 
up the course and symptoms and study them individ- 
ually, the differences will show ves most 
markedly. 

Confining ouselves to the spinal-cord lesions and the 
cranial nerves, we find in general paresis either spasticity 
and exaggerated reflexes, which certainly is not symp- 
tomatic of tabes, or loss of reflexes with ataxia of a mild 
degree, as a rule, rarely as extreme as that found in tabes 
of the typical form; or again, spastic paraplegia and 
ataxia, which is a combined sclerosis of the spinal cord, 
as is shown by the pathologic changes. This certainly 
is not seen in tabes. Again, in tabes the spinal symp- 
toms are all of the sensory type as shown by pains, 
paresthesias, ataxia, or loss of muscular sense; but never 
in a motor type as paralysis or contractions; these latter 
conditions, when present, are caused by disuse, never 
by a true lesion of the spinal cord involving the motor 
or lateral tracts. The end-stage of tabes, the so-called 
“paralytic,” is a misnomer; there is not true paralysis, 
but simply complete loss of direction of motion. The 
sensory side of the disease is shown by the extreme pain, 
not only the lightning-like, stabbing pains of the 
extremities and trunk, but also by rectal, vesical, cardiac 
or gastric crises, which are so infrequent in general 
paresis, even of the so-called tabetic type, as not to be 
classed as the essential symptoms of general paresis 
while they are ially so of tabes. Vesical paralvsis, 
so common in tabes, is unusual in general paresis. We 
must not confuse mental weakness in.which there is 
inattention to emptying the bladder with paralysis of 
that organ. 

I might mention also the joint involvement and the 
foot ulcers, which indeed, while not common in tabes, 
are certainly not present in general paresis. 

The cranial nerve lesions, with the exception of the 
Argyll Robertson, also differ in the two diseases. Optic 
atrophy is rare in general paresis ; especially is this so of 
the cerebral type. Such affections of the third nerve as 
ptosis, ocular muscle paralysis, common to tabes, are 
rare in general paresis even of the tabetic type. As I 
have already said, the gastric, cardiac and larvngeal 
crises, due to pneumogastric nerve involvement, are 
rarely present. 

No case of general paresis runs its course without 
spinal cord involvement, probably of both the lateral and 
posterior columns, but in no case is there such complete 
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involvement as is seen in typical tabes. Another impor- 
tant point is the length of the disease. General paresis 
runs in a typical cerebral form about three years; in 
the tabetic and irregular form possibly five or even ten 
years (these latter are unusual), while tabes lasts ten 
or twenty years, unless some intercurrent complication, 
possibly cystitis, abruptly ends the case. 

Passing now to the mental symptoms in tabes, if the 
lesion remains confined to the spinal cord, there are 
no mental symptoms; the intellect is as acute as at the 
onset of the disease. If these diseases were really iden- 
tical, it is probable that the lesion could keep itself for 
twenty years confined to only the spinal cord. 
converse is not so; general paresis always manifests 
spinal symptoms, not important as compared with the 
mental, but still always present. 

The mental symptoms of general paresis are so well 
defined—in the later stage the grandiose, e 
delusions of power, strength, riches, etc., and the depres- 
sion or dementia seen in the early stage—that there is 
no possibility of mistaking them in our cases of tabes 
if present. 

We do, indeed, find after many years mental disturb- 
ances in some cases of tabes as we do in other chronic 
diseases—and no oftener—but not of the special char- 


acter of general paresis. 

Pathologic Considerations.—G 1 paresis has its 
essential lesion in the involvement of the cerebral men- 
inges, especially the pia mater, and the cerebral cortex, 
affecting the cortex cells or neurons. We have also an 
early affection of the association fibers. This explains 
in part the mental side of the symptoms, i. e., the exal- 
tation or depression, and loss of association of ideas. 
The blood-vessels are involved, but not occluded by 
thickening of their walls; as found in syphilis of the 
brain, the cranial nerves, and spinal cord tracts are the 
seat of degeneration. In tabes we have the initial lesion 
in the spinal ganglion and the neurons of the posterior 
column lying just inside the posterior gray cornua; 
later the ior nerve-roots and columns are involved ; 
rarely do we find the lateral column involved except in 
protracted cases and then only in a limited degree. The 
cranial nerves are involved usually much more exten- 
sively than in general paresis; the blood-vessels are 
narrowed in caliber and show degenerative changes in 
the walls, resembling those changes found in general 
paresis. The distinction in the two diseases is the situa- 
tion, as stated by Mott and Ferrier, but it is one which 
remains distinctive and is valuable as a differential point 


of diagnosis. 
SYPHILIS OF THE NERVOUS: SYSTEM 


This differs etiologically, clinically and pathologically 


—— the parasyphilitie diseases, general paresis and 
ta 


Etiologically, it is the primary syphilitic infection, 
evidenced by the spirochetes, which by infiltrating the 
nerve-tissue and the blood-vessels impair the function of 
and may destroy the structure of these elements. 

The early involvement of the nervous system within 
a few years (five), or even in some cases in a few weeks, 
is diagnostic of primary syphilis, Some of the symp- 
toms resemble those of general paresis and tabes, espe- 
cially the latter. The pupil is suggestive of the Argyll 
Robertson, sluggish in its ‘reaction to light, but not a 
true Argyll Robertson. 

Ocular muscle paralysis is usually present, often 
evanescent, We may have tabetic symptoms, loss of 
reflexes resembling indeed tabes, but their onset has 
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been too rapid to be mistaken for the slow 
course in tabes. Myelitis is common, or poliomyelitis, 
generally of a chronic type. 

Mental symptoms, especially in alcoholic cases, often 
make a diagnosis from general paresis difficult. 


COURSE AND PROGNOSIS OF GENERAL PARESIS, TABES AND 
SYPHILIS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM 

In the typical cerebral cases of general paresis the 
course is usually rapid—dementia, convulsions, contrac- 
tions of the extremities, closing the scene. Of late years, 
there seems to have developed a different type of the 
disease, longer in duration and less marked by exalta- 
tion; indeed depression or early dementia, symptomatic 
of the neurasthenic type, first manifest themselves. This 
is more often the case when tabetic symptoms are pres- 
ent, but may also occur when the reflexes are exaggera 
from the beginning. Tabes has not changed its sym 
tomatology as the disease is further studied ; it is Ain 
a protracted disease, pain, ataxia, vesical weakness, 
Argyll Robertson pupil and other cranial nerve involve- 
ments being the rule. The mental condition remains 
usually unaffected to the end. 

Syphilis of the nervous system presents an entirely 
different picture, as would be ex from the path- 
ology, which is an infiltration of granulation material 
either in the membranes of the cord and brain and the 
walls of the blood-vessels leading to their occlusion, or 
to tumors, i. e., syphiloma. It gives local symptoms— 
cerebral paralysis, focal epileptic seizures, cranial nerve- 
lesions, transverse myelitis, etc. Conditions acute in 
type are not necessarily permanent, as the infiltration 
may be absorbed and complete recovery take place. The 
prognosis is unfavorable in general paresis and tabes, 
although in the latter all the symptoms may be stayed 
in their course; no destroyed tissue is ever renewed. 
In syphilis complete recovery may at times take place. 

TREATMENT 

I shall refer only to the new remedy, salvarsan; as 
„in the parasyphilitic affections, it is probably as 
ective as mercury and potassium iodid. In syphilis 

it is certainly very active in its results, in certain mani- 
festations more effective than mercury and potassium 
iodid. Whether its effect in future involvement of the 
nervous system is to be permanent is still a question. 

19 West Fifty-Second Street. 


ABSTRACT OF DISCUSSION 

Dr. C. R. Woonsox, St. Joseph, Mo.: The time at which 
paresis or tabes of the central nervous system manifests 
itself depends largely on the resisting capacity of the indi- 
vidual. That paresis and tabes are one and the same, path- 
ologically speaking, I think is almost universally admitted. 
With paresis and tabes, repeated Wassermann tests will 
show a large percentage (I believe Mot says over 70 per cent., 
but this I consider too low) of positives. The time at which 
the local or focal symptoms of lues of the central nervous 
system assert themselves depends largely on the habits of the 
individual. I believe also that it is admitted that the patient's 
habits in addition to lues constitute a necessary or an impor- 
tant factor in causes of paresis. 

This is indicated by the fact that we have so much less 
paresis in women than in men. That paresis is increasing 
no one pretends to deny. I am strongly inclined to agree with 
those who say, “No lues, no paresis and no tabes.” There 
is not much reason for confusion in the diagnosis. The first 
and prominent symptoms of paresis are mental 
The earliest mental manifestations are irritability, a disre- 
gard for others and for ethics, and an Argyll Robertson 
pupil; musicians assert also that they can detect early dis- 
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cord in vocal efforts. One of the most prominent symptoms 
associated with is observed in the voice, owing to a 
vibratory twitching of the muscles of the tongue, and a dis- 
position to get in too many r’s and t’s. Associated with 
anything like advanced cases, we have a pronounced muscular 
spasm of the face. In the majority of patients we have 
pronounced grandiose ideas, and later on, marked mental 
enfeeblement. In different cases, of course, the symptoms are 
quite different. In the last or third stage, when there is a 
pronounced mental enfeeblement, almost any nurse can recog- 
nize it. Tabes is confined to the cord in most instances, but 
we may haye tabes associated with paresis, or paresis asso- 
ciated with tabes, with characteristic symptoms of both. The 
symptoms that occur as a result of lues, per se, are almost 
always characteristic cranial nerve involvements. We have, 
pathologically speaking, many things different in paresis and 
tabes. In lues of the central nervous system, we have endar- 
teritis, meningitis and gumma, which are all inflammatory in 
character, affecting different tissues. In paresis there is a 
hyperemic condition, and later on obstruction of the vessels 
and an atrophy of tissues, subdural hemorrhage and sub- 
dural hematomas, either of which may be as large as my 
two hands, with a pronounced atrophy on one side of the 
brain, most frequently the left, which is, perhaps, one-fourth 
or one-third less than the normal weight. 

Dr. Geornce A. Moreen, Denver: In regard to the time of 
infection, I think while we would prefer to say that it has a 
definite time of involvement, yet we do find cases of tabes 
following close on the primary infection; with Dr. Bramwell 
of Edinburgh within the last vear I saw a patient who had 
crises within a year of the initial infection. I have myself 
seen a very rapid type of paresis, with a fatal termination 
within eighteen months of the initial sclerosis. Admitting 
that these are not common, however, the fact that they do 
occur places us in an uncertain position in setting any definite 
time as far as the beginning is concerned. I admit, however, 
that as a rule, it begins in from ten to fifteen years. We 
must remember, however, that a great many of the cases of 
specific infection which eventually result in the degenerative 
processes of tabes or general paralysis, are in the patients 
who have been partially or insufficiently treated; the patients 
who have had from one or two to six months’ treatment, 
and then ten or fifteen or twenty years afterward have 
shown involvement of the posterior columns, or a diffuse 
involvement of both the nervous system and the brain. Often, 
we may say, we have found to exist an optic atrophy as long 
as twenty years before the symptoms of either paresis or 
tabes have been apparent. 

In regard to the Argyll Robertson pupil, I believe an impor- 
tant observation to be the comparison of the reflex to light 
and that of accommodation, noting and comparing the excursion 
of the pupil under the two conditions, the diminution or the 
retardation of the action to light if it is not present, being 
of considerable „to that of accommodation; and 
especially is that true, I think, in tabes. Paralyses in tabes 
perhaps occur with less frequency, although we not infre- 
quently find paralysis of the ocular muscles. 

I have heard the statement repeatedly made that optic 
atrophy is more rare in general paresis than in tabes. That 
is perhaps true in the eastern clinics, but in Colorado I have 
seen a number of cases in which optic atrophy was observed 
early, and the diagnosis confirmed later by the apoplectiform 
seizures and the ty~ical course of a general paresis. Impor- 
tant in differentiating paresis from tabes I believe to be the 
peculiar tremor, and that of the tongue and lips, together 
with the epileptiform and apoplectiform seizures. I have 
thought for some time that there was a distinctive charac- 
teristic in the tremor, in that it was very fine, sometimes 
not observable by the eye, but rather resistant to opposed 
pressure, i. e., by opposing the hand which is held forward 
rigidly, usually tremor diminishes or disappears, while in 
paresis it generally persists, vibrating the entire arm. 

One characteristic is a very strong differential point. It has 
—Z— 
ilitie virus, enter the spinal fluid earlier in general paresis 
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than in other conditions, as a result of an increased per- 
meability of the membranes. Consequently the Wassermann 
reaction is positive in the cerebrospinal fluid early in paresis, 
while it is negative even in syphilis of the nervous system. 

Du. Anprew WIIIAu Hoisnotr. Stockton, Cal.: I think 
it is the rule that we do not see mental symptoms outside of 
symptoms of general paralysis in connection with tabes, but 
of recent years papers have appeared in Germany describing, 
a certain psychosis following tabes; that is, the typical tabes 
of years’ standing; and then suddenly an acute psychosis 
developing that had none of the ear-marks of general paresis. 
Within the last year I have had a case from San Francisco 
at the Stockton Asylum that had for five years pr 
the ordinary symptoms of tabes and then suddenly, within a 
few days, developed symptoms of a psychosis terminating 
fatally in about six or seven weeks. It was a question with 
me whether it was an acute general paresis, such as Altz- 
heimer has described or not. I am satisfied that there are 
cases of tabes associated with psychotic symptoms that do 
not resemble general paresis. 

Dr. Georce H. Moopy, San Antonio, Tex.: Does Dr. Fisher 
use iodid of potash in his treatment of paresis or in loco- 
motor ataxia? In my treatment I am in the habit of not 
using iodid of potash in either condition. If it is true that 
it 1s not used so universally at it used to be, I would like to 
know if Dr. Fisher thinks that ceasing to use it so universauy 
as formerly in these cases has given a longer life to paretics 
and tabetics. Those I have seem to live longer than such 
patients did formeriy. It used to be considered that in two 
or three years the paretics would die certainly. It seems to 
me that Dr. Fisher is entirely correct in his opinion that 
there is quite a difficulty sometimes in making a diagnosis 
between paresis and locomotor ataxia if we attempt to make 
it earlier and at the time when we should make it if we 
expect even a stay in the course of the disease. Dr. Fisher 
has well indicated that such results may be had in locomotor 
ataxia, and the patient may live for many years comfortably 
and without such progress in the downward course of the 
disease. It seems to me that in a few cases in which the 
early diagnosis of paresis was made I have been able to see 
a stay in the course of the disease for some time by putting 
the patient at absolute rest and giving him mercury hypo- 
dermically, which I am doing considerably lately. It seems 
to me—and I would like to ask Dr. Fisher if it is also his 
constant observation—that while it is probable that there 
must be a basis of syphilis in every case, in those cases 
which I have observed there has been a history of unusual 
work; the patient has been on an extra strain. It seems to 
me that this is so in every case of paresis. It seems to me 
also that in every case there is a neuropathic predisposition. 

Dr. E. D. Fisner, New York: Of course the majority are on 
the side that general paresis and tabes are one and the same 
disease. The highest authorities are in favor of that con- 
clusion. We do indeed have a similar pathologic process. I 
have viewed this matter, however, from observation based on 
many hundreds of cases in the hospitals, in the dispensary 
and in private practice, and from the clinical side it does 
seem to me—it is easily proved—that there is a decided differ- 
ence vetween tabes and general paresis. I take that position, 
especially at this time, knowing that the majority of the 
opinions of men of experience are against it. I gave it out 
a year ago at the meeting of the American Neurological 
Association. 

In regard to the question, whether or not these cases are 
due to insufficient treatment in the early stages, that is 
always a subject of doubt. The most carefully treated 
patients will have it, and others, in my experience, and those 
with hardly any treatment may not. 

In regard, also, to the use of and the iodids in 
tabes and general paresis, I would say this, that my uniform 
treatment in tabes is—while I may not have very much faith 
in it—the use of the unguentum hydrargyri and the iodids. 
If I notice a rapid progress in the optic atrophy, I then dis- 
continue that plan of treatment. I think the opinion is that 
potassium iodid in general paresis is of very little use. In 
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hospital practice, as I understand it, it has almost ceased 
to be used. The i t that occurs at times in hospital 
cases is due largely to the fact that patients are relieved from 
external irritation, and often as soon as they are released 
from the hospital a relapse occurs. 

There is only one other point, and that is that we must 
make the distinction between the so-called tabetic type and 
the cerebral type of general paresis. I think the cerebral 
type, as a rule, belongs to the old class of cases of general 
paresis in which we saw the rapid progress of the disease with 
a fatal termination in the course of three years. The tabetic 
type seems to be more common to-day than the cerebral. In 
these latter cases there is depression and dementia which 


go on gradually increasing and lasting often ten years. 


A PHENOL (CARBOLIC ACID) INJECTION 
TREATMENT FOR SPHENOPALATINE 
GANGLION NEURALGIA 
GREENFIELD SLUDER, M.D. 

Clinical Professor of Diseases of the Nose and Throat, Medical 
Department of the Washington University 
ST. LOUIS 

In 1907, I described the neuralgia which starts in 
the sphenopalatine ganglion and gave what I thought 
to be its etiology. Since then I have described it more 
in detail,? and mentioned the treatment of the ganglion 
by injection of alcohol into it, taking my idea from this 
treatment of the peripheral nerves (Schloesser). From 
the statements of various operators (V. P. Blair,“ H. T. 
Patrick“ and others) this treatment of the nerve-trunks 
usually gives satisfactory results (relief for one and a 
half or two years, if not permanent relief). It is recom- 
mended by Cushing' that it always be tried before the 
Gasserian ganglion be removed. As a treatment for the 
severe grade of sphenopalatine ganglion neuralgia, how- 
ever, it has not been satisfactory in my experience. It 
has given relief for short periods of time only, some- 
times for as little as two weeks. The alcohol always 
causes considerable, sometimes very great, pain at the 
time of injection, which may last several days. Because 
of this pain I have tried the combinations of alcohol 
with chloroform, novocain, cocain and eucain, which 
have been recommended to obviate this unpleasant fea- 
ture. Although these admixtures prevent partly or 
wholly the pain caused by the unmodified alcohol, they 
have not proved any more nearly permanently curative 
than the unmodified alcohol. 

For the lesser grades of this neuralgia, alcohol, simple 
and combined as above, has proved curative. 

It has, from the beginning of my experience, seemed 
exceedingly desirable to find a drug or combination of 
drugs that might be used for this purpose, and in this 
way that would at once be painless and permanently 
curative. The use of phenol, added to the alcohol, seems 
to accomplish these results. I have found that 5 per 
cent. phenol in alcohol injected into the sphenopalatine 
ganglion in small amount (one drop n is 
painless and apparently curative for all grades of this 
neuralgia. Whether this combination would prove pain- 
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less and curative for the peripheral nerves I do not 
know; but I see no reason — it should not. 

It must be remembered that by my method? I inject a 
cocainized ganglion, the cocain having been soaked into 
it from the mucous membrane covering the sphenopala- 
tine foramen. The straight needle is then introduced 
from before, backward and upward under the posterior 
tip of the middle turbinate, a distance of from 5 to 6 
mm. (3/16 to 1/4 inch). Although I have always 
injected a profoundly anesthetized ganglion, the appli- 
cation of unmodified alcohol has ever been immediately 
painful. I have found that with 1 per cent. phenol 
added to the alcohol the immediate pain is less and the 
resultant benefit lasts longer. With a 2 per cent. solu- 
tion, these effects were more marked ; and finally, when 
5 per cent. was added the application was painless. In 
u severe case, in which the patient was injected ten 
months ago (the oldest of these cases), there has not 
yet been a return of the pain. 


History.—Patient, a woman, 50 years old and frail, had 
always suffered “more or less from neuralgia” in different 
parts of her body, had for ten years suffered severely from 
supra-orbital neuralgia on the left side and a characteristic 
sphenopalatine ganglion neuralgia on the right side which had 
for a number of years behaved as a migraine (recurrent pain 
around eye, in upper jaw, under zygoma, ear-ache, pain in 
mastoid occiput, neck, shoulder, scapula, axilla, arm, forearm 
and, when very severe, in hand or fingers). 

Treatment.—I had injected this ganglion five times with 
unmodified alcohol, and combinations of chloroform and novo- 
eain with alcohol, obtaining relief at first for six, and finally 
for only two, weeks from such injections. It is now ten months 
since this ganglion was injected with one drop of a 5 per cent. 
solution of phenol in alcohol. The injection was painless and 
without untoward symptoms, and, so far, has been curative 
inasmuch as the pain has not returned. Meanwhile the supra- 
orbital neuralgia of the left side continues unchanged. 


An equally satisfactory result for another patient is 
now of seven months’ standing 

I have used this cnet for ten sphenopalatine 
ganglia (seven lesions were of the above described 
and three were glaucomata, it having been found that 
frequently the pain of glaucoma is controllable from this 
ganglion® [Ewing]). In each case the treatment has 
been satisfactory, painless at the time of injection and 
in no wise accompanied by untoward symptoms. Occa- 
sionally a little of the origina) discomfort returns, when 
the cocain wears off, and remains for several hours or 
possibly a day. I have been asked specially about phenol 
gangrene in connection with this use of the drug. It 
has not followed in any of my cases. My method is to 
inject only one drop of the 5 per cent. solution in alcohol. 
; prefer to repeat the injection two weeks later should 

t be necessary, rather than inject a larger amount at 
fins This might be necessary for two reasons; first, 
the single application of such a small amount may not 
be enough, and, secondly, the solution may not have 
been perfectly applied—that is, it may not have reached 
the ganglion perfectly. I fancy that the injection of a 
large quantity or a stronger solution micht be followed 
by bad consequences. 

It may be urged with justice that these results are too 
few in number, and not of sufficient time standing, 
to permit of conclusions. As far as they have gone, 
however, they are vastly more satisfactory than I have 
obtained by other methods. 

3542 Washington Avenue. 
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CONGENITAL IMPERFORATE ANUS, WITH 
OCCLUSION OF ENTIRE COLON 


C. H. HAMILTON, M.D. 
SUGAR GROVE, 0. 

The patient was a male infant, born Oct. 13, 1911. The 
parents are healthy, but father is 7] years old, and mother, 36. 
The patient was the second child born to this couple. The other 
child, aged 5, is healthy but is backward and otherwise defec- 
tive mentally. In the case under consideration labor was nor- 
mal, with the exception of some dystocia due to enormously 
distended abdomen due to gas. It was found that no opening 
existed between the anal aperture and the rectum. This was 
punctured and the opening dilated, partially relieving the dis- 
tention. The child lived four days; it took very little nourish- 
ment, but there was no vomiting. The distention remained 
throughout. Autopsy revealed that while the small intestines 
were normal, the colon was undeveloped, being about 1 em. in 
diameter, and was constricted at intervals of about 8 cm. 
throughout its entire course. 


Therapeutics 


PRURITUS ANI 

Whether one regards pruritus ani as a distinct disease, 
or only as a symptom of some underlying condition, it 
must be realized that the disease or condition, whichever 
one chooses to call it, is a very frequent one. It is often, 
also, a very obstinate and troublesome one to treat 
successfully. There is therefore a certain propriety in 
frequent discussion of the subject, even at the risk of 
considerable repetition. In order to be certain that good 
therapeutic measures are not forgotten, they must be 
frequently brought to mind. It is not proposed at the 
present time to treat exhaustively this subject, but to 
recall some of the more important and more useful aids 
to successful treatment, and to mention also some which 


have not been recently referred to. 


The physician should not advise any course of treat- 
ment or prescribe any medicine until he has made a 
careful examination of the patient in order to determine, 
if possible, what the underlying cause of the affection 
is, or if he cannot find that cause, at least to exclude the 
common causes which, when they are present, may be 
easily detected. These causes are the Ascaris vermicu- 
laris, A fistula in ano, and fissures. Hemorrhoids may be 

t, but are less frequently accompanied by prurifus. 
Small ulcers in the mucous lining of the rectum, and 
especially between the mucocutaneous border and the 
internal sphincter, are frequently overlooked, though 
they are often associated with pruritus. Some writers 
assert that these are present in the majority of cases of 
pruritus ani, 

If none of these conditions is present, it may be 
possible to learn of a condition of excessive moisture on 
the skin in the anal region, due to abnormal secretion of 
the sudoriparous or sebaceous glands, which is encour- 
aged and increased by the friction of the parts and by 
the local heat induced by exercise. Sometimes a con- 
dition of irritable spasmodic contraction of the sphincter 
may be discovered. 

If none of the above conditions is found, inquiry 
should be made as to the presence of chronic constipa- 
tion, of intestinal fermentation, especially of putrefac- 
tion of proteins, and of congestion of the vessels of the 
on congestion and sluggish circulation 
in the liver. 
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Having made inquiry with refercnce to all of these 
conditions which may be present in different cases of 
pruritus ani, one is better prepared to adopt the line of 
treatment which may promise some hope of success. 

The diet should be regulated. Alcoholic beverages, 
and often tea, coffee and even cocoa should be avoided. 
Sugar should be greatly reduced. Eating between meals, 
and eating to excess should be forbidden. 

Regard should be had for the clothing. Overheating 
of the body is undesirable, and it is better, except in the 
very coldest of winter weather, to wear linen rather than 
wool next to the skin. 

All the excretory functions should be maintained in 
a state of activity. If the urine is of high specific 
gravity and strongly acid, alkalies and plenty of water 
should be prescribed. If the bowels do not move freely 
every day, laxatives should be given. If the patient is 
plethoric and stout, a saline laxative may be ordered 
before breakfast; if the patient is thin and anemic and 
has a poor appetite, a small dose of rhamnus purshiana 
should be prescribed, to be taken three times a day, 
before eating. 

If the Ascarides vermiculares are present, an enema 
of a strong solution of sodium chlorid, or an infusion of 
quassia should be used once a day for four or five days. 

If hemorrhoids or a fistula are present they should be 
treated by operation. If a fissure or an ulcer has been 
found, it should receive proper treatment. is means 
stretching the sphincter ani and applying nitrete of 
silver or the actual cautery to the sore. 

In most cases there is some enlargement of the e 
rhoidal vessels, even if actual hemorrhoids are not 
present. For this condition, some time ago (New York 
Med. Jour., July 29, 1905) Dr. Lewis H. Adler, Jr., of 
Philadelphia, recommended the injection of the follow- 


ing: 
B Gm. or c.c. 
Fluidext hydrastis ........... 
Tincture i .. 8 aa H. Si 
Fluidextracti hamamelidis ......... fi. Ni 


M. et Sig.: Inject 1 or 2 teaspoonfuls, daily, as directed. 
Shake. 


It has been frequently recommended to paint a strong 
solution of nitrate of silver on the skin around the anus, 
such an application to be repeated several times at inter- 
vals of four or five days. 

If the patient is not sufficiently annoyed by the trouble 
to lead him to follow up a regular course of treatment, 
other palliative measures will sometimes afford consider- 
able relief. 

Two drug: are exceedingly useful in relieving 
itching. These are phenol (carbolic acid) and menthol. 
The phenol may be used in aqueous solution, or in 
an ointment; which is preferable depends somewhat 
on the condition of the skin. If the skin is dry and 
rough, an ointment is often useful. If, on the other 
hand, the skin is smooth with a tendency to be moist, 
an aqueous mixture is often preferable. At the same 
time, it must be remembered that water usually acts as 
an irritant to the skin. To prevent this a small amount 
— 1 may be used, as in the following combina- 


Gm. or ee. 
Phenolis liquefacti .............. 5 fl. Jia 
1 or fl. 
„ ad 1 ad fl. Ji 


| 
| 
— — — — — 

1 
| M. et Sig.: Apply externally. 
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In many cases an alkaline wash is very useful. For 


this purpose the alkali may be combined with menthol 


as in the following prescription: 


Gm. or ee. 
50 gr. viii 
Sodii borat ie 2 or 
Sodii bicarbonat iss 2 Aa 31 
1 ad 100 ad fl. Siv 
M. et Sig.: Apply externally. 


Pruritus ani may at times be due to microorganisms, 
in which case trestment with antiseptics is valuable. 
Many of the remedies used in this itching, notably 
phenol and nitrate of silver, belong to this class. 

A strong ointment of phenol may be used, as: 


Gm. or ee. 
Phenolis liquefacti ............... 3 or m xiv 
Adipis benzoinati ................ Si 
M. et Sig.: Apply externally. 
Or, 
R Gm. or ee. * 
H rgyri chloridi mitis ......... 4 or 
Alipis benzoinati 30| . $i 
M. et Sig.: Apply externally. 


If much moisture is secreted on the affected parts, dry 
powders containing oxid of zine, tale, or starch, either 
alone or in combination, will be found very useful. A 
strip of surgeon’s lint held in place by a T bandage is 
useful in keeping the opposed cutaneous surfaces sepa- 
rated and in absorbing the moisture. 

Other simple applications sometimes successful in 
relieving this itching are strong solutions of magnesium 
sulphate, solutions of chloral hydrate, or ointments 
containing chloral hydrate, sometimes combined with 
menthol or camphor. Also the simple frequent applica- 
tion of solutions of ordinary yeast should be again 
urged. A yeast cake is dissolved in a pint of water (or 
half a yeast cake to half a pint of water), and the solu- 
tion is applied freely to the anal region. This simple 
treatment often not only causes relief, but, at least, 
temporary cure of the terrible itching. 

A persistency of this troublesome condition in spite of 
ordinary treatment should cause the trial of z-ray appli- 
cations. Such treatment has proved very frequently 
successful, and has established cures. 

A very radical surgical treatment has been advised 
and sometimes used, viz., to dissect up the skin in the 
region of the diseased area, but leaving such skin 
attached at the extremities of elliptical areas. Of coursé 


as the skin is dissected from the subcutaneous tissue the 


nerve endings are divided. The skin is then stitched 
back in place and allowed to heal, and the nerves not 
again perfectly regenerating, the itching does not recur. 
Of course such radical treatment is rarely indicated. 


MISTURA GLYCYRRHIZ£ COMPOSITA: 
BROWN MIXTURE 


Let us hope that this preparation will not be official 
in the ninth revision of the United States Pharmacopeia. 
If a physician wants to use or prescribe this preparation, 
he could refer to the eighth revision, i. e., the last 
Pharmacopeia. Let this preparation be forgotten and 
go into innocuous desuetude. Why? Because it is an 
absurd mixture, and it is a shame to put it into a per- 
fectly ¢ stomach. Even if a patient happens to have 
a cough, why should his stomach be upset with any 
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nasty, sweetish cough mixture? Also, how often is it 
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but one ingredient of a more elaborate cough mixture, 
and it is even called and termed a “vehicle for 
ammonium chlorid.“ 

Let us study the reason for this heresy against the 
much-loved brown mixture. What does brown mixture 
contain ? “ 

Mistura glycyrrhize composita, U. S. P., contains: 


Pure extract of glyecyrrbiza................ 3 gm 
Syrup 5 e. e. 
Acacia, granula teck 
Cam ted tincture of opium 12 e. e. 
u dered . 0.4 gm. 
0.065620 0.4 gm. 
OA e. e. 
6h 4. e. e. 
uted 95. e. e. 
Spirit of nitrous ether 3 e. e. 
Water, a sufficient quantity to make 100 e. e. 


Suppose, to the above, as is often done, is added 
ammonium chlorid. and perhaps some other syrup, and 
often codein or heroin, and let any physician who orders 
brown mixture decide whether he wishes this ancient, 
fantastic absurdity perpetuated in the ninth revision of 
the United States Pharmacopeia. 

It seems a shame to continue to give bad-tasting, 
sugary preparations in the attempt to combine prescrip- 
tions for coughs. There is practically no activity what- 
soever, except to upset the stomach, in any of the cough 
syrups. If ammonium chlorid is selected as the expec- 
torant desired, and there is none better, let it be admin- 
istered in a sour preparation, or given in simple water, 
with or without a flavor, as peppermint or wintergreen. 
A disagreeable after-taste may be quickly eliminated by 
a taste of orange or lemon, as the patient desires; or the 
ammonium chlorid watery solution may be administered 
in an effervescing water. 


Disinterestedness in Research.—The scientific investigator 
may not seek particularly for knowledge which can meet at 
once some material need. Like the artist, he is more prone to 
direct his efforts toward that which will for the moment prop- 
erly gratify an absorbing interest of his mind. If the new 
knowledge has, when discovered, an immediate practical value, 
so much the better; but the direct search for understanding 
has certainly always proved the most effective motive for 
scientific labors. Because of this attitude the investigator 
should not be regarded as self-centered, or neglectful of duties 
to the general good. He is serving best his own generation 
in so far as he makes his standard of work thorough and 
honest. In so far as he does that, he- is serving best future 
generations as well, for only thus can the results of his work 
be used later as a basis for further advancement. And since 
the interrelations of phenomena are so manifold, the conviction 
is justified that every bit of honest work can finally be 
utilized in forming the body of truth. Although the investi- 
gator may labor primarily to satisfy his own curiosity, and to 
secure for his craftsmanship that inner approval sought by 
every conscientious worker, nevertheless he is making perma- 
nent additions to the world’s values. There is about his life, 
as Professor Royce has noted, “an element of noble play. 
One plays with silk and glass and amber, with kites that one 
flies beneath thunder clouds, with frog legs and with acid. 
The play is a mere expression of a curiosity which former 
centuries might have called idle. But the result of this play 
recreates an industrial world. And so it is everywhere with 
our deeper curiosity. There is sense in which it is all superflu- 
ous. Its immediate results seem but vanity. One could surely 
live without them, yet for the future and for the spiritual life 
of mankind, these results are destined to become of 
import.”—Cannon in Science, | 
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CHLORIDS AND GASTRIC SECRETION 


Inasmuch as disturbances in gastric digestion and 
consequently the sequence of changes involved in the 
alimentary processes are closely connected with the pro- 
duction of hydrochloric acid in the stomach, it becomes 
of the utmost importance to learn the factors by which 
this is regulated. The secreted acid is obviously derived 
from the chlorids of the body. The chlorin supply of 
the organism must regulate or modify the production of 
hydrochloric acid; in any event a level must be attain- 
able at which a deficiency in chlorids may make impos- 
sible the secretion of an acid gastric juice. It is 
commonly maintained that a salt-free diet, i. e., one 
markedly deficient in chlorids, will promptly lead to 
failure of hydrochloric acid secretion. Furthermore, the 
idea is quite current that a continued elimination of 
chlorids in the urine tends, in the absence of daequate 
ealte intake, rapidly to deplete the available store of 
chlorin in the body. 

Recent studies by Rosemann' have served to define 
more clearly some of the consequences of a diet poor in 
salts. It is a conspicuous fact, brought out by these 
experiments on dogs, that a marked decrease in the 
total bodily store of chlorin cannot readily be induced 
by such a dietary. The elimination of chlorids becomes 
exceedingly slight (as has often been observed in starva- 
tion in man) ; and inasmuch as even a specially selected 
food intake almost invariably contains a little salt, the 


decrease in the total available chlorin ordinarily is 


almost insignificant. Indeed, the removal of gastric 
juice (by fistula) is a more effective means of reducing 
the chlorin reserve than is the loss through the kidnevs. 

When an actual reduction of the chlorin supply within 
the organism is accomplished, by some device such as 
has just been referred to, the secretion of gastric juice 
at once decreases in quantity and acidity, Feeding of 
salt is followed by a speedy and striking improvement. 
Rosemann’s investigation leads to the conclusion that 
only about 20 per cent. of the total normal chlorid 
reserve of the body is available for the needs of gastric 
secretion. Clinically it is of particular interest to note 


1. Rosemann: Die Magensaftsekretion bei Verminderung des 
Chiorvorrates des Körpers, Arch. f. d. ges. Physiol. (Pfitiger's), 
1911, 208 
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that every diminution in the chlorin store leads to a 
noticeable decrease in appetite. When gastric secretion 
completely ceases, the animals decline all food. This at 
once suggests that the sensation of hunger is perhaps 
associated with the chlorid content of the gastric cells. 
(in this hypothesis stored chlorid might lead to a feeling 
of hunger which is relieved by feeding with its conse- 
quent discharge of chlorids in the form of hydrochloric 
acid. In the “fictitious” feeding of Pawlow’s esophageal 
fistula dogs it is noted that they gradually become indif- 
ferent to the food offered to them, even though none of 
it is actually absorbed. It is suggested that the loss of 
the capacity of storing chlorid owing to pathologic 
changes in the gastric cells may account for some of the 
anorexia and consequent undernutrition encountered in 
many diseases, 

Rosemann has further pointed out that the secretion 
of gastric juice is intimately dependent on the general 
nutritive condition of the individual—quite apart from 
its chlorin reserve. Inanition does not deplete the latter 
to any extent; yet secretion may be distinctly impaired. 
Evidently the secretory cells are damaged by under- 
nutrition, so that even with adequate inorganic materials 
at their command they no longer give a normal response. 
“Starvation” cures or highly restricted diets designed to 
promote gastric “rest” may thus be more detrimental to 
the stomach, because of the attendant undernutrition, 
than is a moderate degree of gastric activity which con- 
tributes to an improved nutritive status of the individ- 
ua! and the digestive glands. The bearing of this on the 
current tendency toward a more liberal diet in certain 
types of gastric disease is apparent. 


THE DETECTION OF TYPHOID BACILLI IN THE 
EXCRETA 

It is evident that so long as tvphoid bacilli are being 
excreted in the urine or feces, the typhoid convalescent 
is a menace to the health of others. It is equally evident 
that physicians in general are making no systematic 
attempt to determine their presence in the excreta. The 
reason for this has been the difficulty of making the 
determination with the means at hand. The necessity 
for recognizing the “typhoid carriers” as such has led 
to much experimentation in an attempt to perfect a 
practical method for determining the presence of 
typhoid bacilli in the excreta. This would practically 
mean the determination of the point at which the con- 
valescent ceases to be a menace to the health of others. 

Early methods for isolating and identifying the 
typhoid bacilli were cumbersome in the extreme and 
certainly not suited to routine clinical use. Many 
methods and special culture media have been devised 
for facilitating the process. Most of these are based on 
the acid-production of the colon bacillus, when grown 
on a sugar-containing medium, as a means for differen- 
tiating it from the typhoid bacillus. If the suspected 
material is plated out in an agar medium containing 
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dextrose and some coloring matter such as litmus, which 


changes color in the presence of acid, the zone of. 


decolorization surrounding the colon colonies distin- 
guishes them from the typhoid colonies. Each of the 
special methods devised for accomplishing this has its 
points of superiority and of disadvantage, and each 
requires a good working familiarity with the organisms 


and mediums, and is fairly satisfactory if employed by 


one who is thoroughly familiar with the variations and 
peculiarities of the typhoid colonies on that particular 
medium. 

In addition to the methods already successfully used, 
such as Endo’s, Hiss’, Conradi-Drigalski’s, and Hesse’s 
malachite green, the technic of which is described in 
recent text-books on bacteriology, a recent modification 
of Endo’s method offers many advantages. This method 
is described by Major Russell of the Army Medical 
School,’ and is being employed in army hospital service. 
The advantages claimed are: ease of preparation of the 
medium ; the fact that the medium will keep from two 
to three weeks; inhibition of the growth of other intes- 
tinal bacteria by the medium, which, meanwhile, remains 
favorable to the growth of typhoid bacilli; relative 
shortening and simplification of the isolation process. 

As better laboratory methods furnish us with the 
means for detecting typhoid bacilli in the excreta, the 
public has a right to demand that health authorities 
exercise the same rigid supervision over typhoid con- 
valescents as is practiced with respect to other infectious 
diseases. The methods are well within the range of 
practicability for city boards of health and hospitals. 
It is to be hoped that physicians, in behalf of the public 
good, will not be remiss in securing the adoption and 
utilization of the means which scientific methods have 
placed at hand. Examination of urine and feces for 
typhoid bacilli, before the patient is readmitted to com- 
munity life, should be instituted as a routine procedure 
by those who have supervision of conditions affecting 
public health. “Typhoid carriers” may thus be detected 
and needless epidemics avoided. 


PAY DESERVED BY THE ARMY 
HOSPITAL CORPS 


The decline in efficiency of the Hospital Corps of the 
United States Army has been made the subject of an 
official report by the surgeon-general to the chief of 
staff. As a result, the American Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation has taken up the cause of the military pharma- 
cists and proposes to urge legislation which will increase 
the efficiency of the Hospital Corps, in accordance with 
the recommendation of the surgeon-general. The func- 
tions of this corps range from those of kitchen helper 
to those of the trained nurse ; it includes the pharmacist, 

1. Russell, F. F.: The Isolation of Typhoid Bacilli from Urine 


and Feces, with the Description of a New Double Sugar Tube 
Medium, Jour. Med. Research, 1911, xxv, 217. 
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clerk, photographer, ambulance driver and orderly. The 
nursing of the sick, the sterilization of instruments 
and dressings, the compounding of medicines — all the 
details of an intricate system of property accounting and 
sick records are in the hands of the members of the 
corps. They are the only nurses at army hospitals, 
except at four or five general hospitals in the United 
States and in the Philippines. 

The federal government is under a moral, if not a 
legal, obligation to furnish efficient and capable nursing 
and pharmaceutical service to the Army. The govern- 
ment should also set an example in the organization and 
service of its hospitals. The sick soldier should not be 
left to the untrained and incompetent. From the pri- 
vates of the Hospital Corps are drawn its non-commis- 
sioned officers. If the privates are not carefully selected 
men of education and reliability, the non-commissioned 
officers will not be much better. Supervision of military 
hospitals, the sick, the attendants and the equipment 
requires no slight qualifications. When to this is added 
proficiency in pharmacy, nursing and minor surgery it 
is evident that the government must offer better induce- 
ments if it expects to obtain men with the necessary 
ability. 

The Army Pay Bill of 1908 gave increased pay to 
the various grades, averaging 40 per cent. and in some 
cases as high as 80 per cent. increase. It gave the 
Hospital Corps not more than 20 per cent. increase, 
thus placing it at a decided disadvantage in attracting 
the best class of privates. All the branches of the 
Army are practically in competition with one another 
for educated and reliable men. The more intelligent 
the man, the more carefully he considers and selects the 
branch of service which offers the best inducements in 
pay and in opportunity for advancement. In these 
respects, the Hospital Corps to-day is the lowest of any 
branch of the service. 

The Surgeon-General of the Army submitted a memo- 
randum to the chief of staff, August 3, looking to 
a modest increase in the pay of the Hospital Corps, an 
increase rendered necessary by the practical impossi- 
bility of obtaining men of any description for this 
branch of the service. The surgeon-general is held 
responsible for the health of the Army and the efficiency 
of its medical service. His opinion is that of an 
unprejudiced expert. The Chief of Staff of the Army, 
himself a trained physician of no mean professional 
attainments, will we hope, agree with the surgeon- 
general, There should be no opposition from any quar- 
ter to legislation that would remedy an obviously dan- 
gerous condition. The American Medical Association, 
no less than the American Pharmaceutical Association, 
is interested in the needs of the Hospital Corps of the 
Army and its members should give such assistance as 
is in their power to aid in the passage of a bill increas- 
ing the pay of the Hospital Corps. b 
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MEDICAL ASPECTS OF IMMIGRATION 

The increasing interest in questions of public health 
and preventive medicine lends special significance to the 
recent report of the Commissioner of Immigration for 
the Port of New York,’ and of the chief medical officer 
at Ellis Island.? Of the total number of immigrants 
into the United States for the year, 749,642 entered 
through New York. Of these, 16,910 were certified by 
the medical officers at Ellis Island for physical or mental 
defects, and 5,296 were deported (not necessarily for 
medical reasons alone). Among 209 immigrants found 
to be mentally defective were eleven idiots, twenty-four 
imbeciles, ninety-four feeble-minded, ten epileptics and 
seventy insane. Under the classification of loathsome 
and dangerous contagious diseases were 1,361 cases dis- 
tributed as follows: trachoma 1,167, favus sixty-eight, 


-tinea tonsurans fifty-four, gonorrhea twenty-three, syco- 


sis barbe twenty-three, venereal ulcer fourteen, syphilis 
ten, and uncinariasis two. Under the heading of defects 
affecting ability to earn a living were 11,072 cases, half 
of which were senility, and the remainder chiefly hernia, 
poor physical development, varix, cardiac disease, spinal 
curvature and other deformities, defective vision, lvm- 
phadenitis, exophthalmie goiter, arteriosclerosis and 
deafness. Disease or defect of a minor degree, not 
affecting the ability to earn a living, was found in 4,232 
cases, 

In the immigrant hospital on Ellis Island, 6,141 
aliens were treated; 347 were mentally diseased, includ- 
ing 132 landed aliens who had become public charges. 
Forty deaths and thirteen births were recorded. 

Commissioner of Immigration Williams calls atten- 
tion to two points of special interest. One is the insuffi- 
cient size of the present medical quarters on Ellis Island 
for the proper execution of the laws relating to physical! 
and mental defectives. The other is the fact that present 
methods of medical inspection are entirely inadequate 
for the detection of feeble-mindedness. Mr. Williams 
notes the number of feeble-minded children in the New 
York schools who have passed Ellis Island and states 
that one reason that so many pass through is the insuf- 
ficieney of time and facilities for thorough examination 
as to mental condition. He emphasizes not only the 
probability of the individual’s becoming a public charge, 
but the danger of feeble-minded offspring. This class 
not only constitutes a very definite social and economic 
problem, but also contributes largely to the criminal 
clement. 

A moment’s reflection shows that this stream of immi- 
gration drawn from every European country through 
Ellis Island affords an unparalleled opportunity for 
scientific investigation, besides imposing on us an oner- 
ous obligation of national health protection. So far as 
circumstances permit, this duty is performed by the 

1. Williams, William: Ann. Rep. Commissioner of Immigration, 
Eilts . Y.. for the Gecal year ending June 30. 1911. 


George Ann. Med. Rep., Ellis Island, N. Y., for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1911. 
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medical officers of the Public Health and Marine-Hos- 


_ pital Service at the various immigration stations. But 


enlargement of the medical facilities at Ellie Island, 
by far the largest port of entry, as recommended by 
Commissioner Williams, would make possible a much 
more effective inspection for feeble-mindedness, and 
would decrease the number of dangerous or loathsome 
contagious diseases which now escape detection. 

Of equal importance are the lines of special investi- 
gation for which Ellis Island affords a unique opportu- 
nity. An example in point is the recent work of Passed 
Assistant Surgeon H. M. Manning,’ who found in 412 
unselected patients at the Immigration Hospital, that 
over 40 per cent. were infected with intestinal parasites, 
and of these 0.24 per cent. harbored the hookworm. In 
view of the wide agitation over the hookworm problem, 
and the vast resources in money and effort now being 
directed to its eradication in this country, certainly this 
constant stream of fresh infection pouring in without 
hindrance from foreign lands merits grave consideration. 

A rare field is presented for the careful study of tra- 
choma, tabulation of accurate details as to family and 
personal history, social conditions, race and place of 
residence, as well as for the purely experimental study 
of the disease in animals, on a laboratory basis. The 
large number of trachoma cases would lend particular 
value to statistics and conclusions drawn from such 
studies. Other diseases of the exe are also found in 
abundance. Deformities and skin diseases furnish 
numerous examples. With little additional work, impor- 
tant data for anthropology could be collected during the 
routine inspection. In no wise should the immigrant 
be exploited, nor would he be in the course of such 
investigations. Considerations of public health and pre- 
ventive medicine as well as the advancement of medical 
science and eugenics make such work desirable. 


THE INDEX 


This issue contains the index of the current or fifty- 
seventh volume of Tue Journat, including the index to 
the Current Medical Literature. This is the only index 
of medical literature which contains references to articles 
published up to within thirty days of the time the index 
goes to press. While it does not contain all the medical 
articles published the world over, it does, we believe, 
list all the articles in the best medical journals of the 
world. Approximately 150 periodicals in the English 
language and seventy-five in the leading foreign lan- 
guages, including German, French, Italian, Dano- 
Norwegian and Swedish, are listed in the Current 
Medical Literature Department. A point of interest is 
the fact that each issue of these journals is listed regu- 
larly, irrespective of whether any abstracts are taken 
from it or not; the titles are always published, so that 


3. Manning, H M.: Prevalence of Intestinal Parasites 
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any one can at any time gain an idea of the scope of the 
contents of any particular periodical listed in this 
department. 

The Index is divided into three parts, the General 
Index and the two divisions of the Current Medical 
Literature Index, Subjects and Authors. The General 
Index includes the references to all the matter which 
appeared in THE JoURNAL, whether as original con- 
tributed articles or as editorials, abstracts of various 
kinds, correspondence, etc. In the Subject Index are 
listed only the original contributed articles which have 
appeared in THE Journat and in all other journals 
listed in the Current Literature Department; in other 
words, it is an index of medical articles only, omitting 
all reference to editorials, news and other miscellaneous 
matter. The General Index really belongs to THe 
JourNnaL; the Subject Index belongs to many journals. 
Under Authors appear the names of all those who have 
contributed articles to Tire JournaL and every other 
medical journal listed in the current literature, as well 
as the names of those whose papers are abstracted in 
medical society reports in THE JOURNAL, 

The “Guide to Current Medical Literature,” under 
which title the index appears in pamphlet form,’ con- 
tains, in addition, the titles of the articles listed, 
arranged chronologically and by journals, as in the Cur- 
rent Medical Literature Department. It is issued in 
separate form for convenience—to make it unnecessary 
to handle the bound volume of THe JournaL, It forms 
an almost complete index medicus for the six months 
which it covers, and our readers will be surprised to find 
how completely they may depend on it when they become 
accustomed to its use. 


Current Comment 


THE SAFETY OF OYSTERS AS FOOD 


In a number of instances epidemics of typhoid fever 
have been traced to oysters taken from polluted waters. 
On account of their nature and composition oysters seem 
to afford a good pabulum or medium for the preservation 
or multiplication of typhoid bacilli or organisms of the 
colon group. Their breeding-grounds are sometimes so 
located with reference to the sewage discharge of cities 
that the possibility of their contamination with patho- 
genic bacteria of the colon type is great. After the 
passage of the national Food and Drugs Act this was one 
of the first problems to receive consideration. It was 
studied systematically in its various phases. This 
resulted in rulings by the Food and Drug Inspection 
Board which made it unlawful to ship or sell in inter- 
state commerce oysters or other shell-fish taken from 
polluted beds or to ship or sell shucked oysters to which 
water or ice had been directly added. The bacteriology 
of the question was studied by Stiles,? and the report of 


1. The Guide to Current Medical Literature may be obtained from 
the Association office. either in single copies (50 cents each) or by 
annual subscription (75 cents a year). 

2. Stiles, G. W.: Bacteriologic Examination of Shucked and 


Shell Oysters, Jour. Am. Pub. Health Assn., Sept., 1911, p. 623. 
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his findings with reference to clams and oysters is, inter- 
esting. Bacteriologic examination of the ovster liquor 
in the shells of oysters collected from miscellaneous 
sources and opened under aseptic conditions showed a 
maximum count of 26,000 and a minimum of 150 organ- 
isms per cubic centimeter, and a maximum of the B. 
coli type of 100. Twenty-one of thirty-six samples 
showed no B. coli. Nine of the remaining fifteen 
samples showed more than one B. coli per cubic centi- 
meter. The bacteriologic examination of hard clams 
collected from miscellaneous sources and opened under 
aseptic conditions showed a maximum count of 4.300. 
000, and a minimum of 2,000 organisms per cubic centi- 
meter, with a maximum of 1,000 of the B. coli type. 
Many of these clams were collected from highly polluted 
waters. Bacteriologic examinations of thirty-three 
samples of shucked market oysters collected in January 
showed a maximum count of 4,750,000 and a minimum 
of 15,500 organisms per cubic centimeter, with a maxi- 
mum of 1,000,000 of the B. coli type. These oysters 
were opened under ordinary commercial conditions, kept 
with ice in contact in uncovered containers. Oysters 
may be contaminated from the following sources: con- 
taminated grounds; polluted water in which they are 
floated; insanitary shucking houses; washing with 
impure water and contaminated ice; unclean methods 
in handling, packing and shipping. Stiles therefore 
concludes that shucked oysters as ordinarily found in 
the market contain more bacteria per given volume of 
liquor than oysters opened directly from the shell under 
clean conditions ; the bacterial content of opened market 
oysters may include numerous colon bacilli and strepto- 
cocci and not only is each of these organisms evidence 
of fecal contamination, but when they are present in 
large numbers, as in some of the instances noted above, 
their toxins may cause gastro-intestinal derangements 
of a serious nature if consumed raw. Even when 
grown in unpolluted water, because of unclean methods 
of shucking and handling, they may be contaminated 
and rendered unfit for food. 


TETANY OF THE VISCERA 


Modern research has revealed the intimate connection 
of the nervous system with the organs of vegetative life, 
and especialiy with those regulating agents of the 
internal economy, the glands of internal secretion. This 
close relation is sometimes revealed by the anatomie 
structure. The adrenals and the pituitary have very 
close anatomic connections with the cells and fibers of 
the nervous system. But that the connection is really 
after all a chemical one is shown by many facts. The 
ovary removed from its nervous supply and implanted 
even in the abdominal wall still continues to exert the 
influence which, according to modern ideas, must be 
attributed to an internal secretion. Another striking 
example of such a chemical influence is afforded by the 
relation of the parathyroids to the irritability and spas- 
mophilic disposition of the nervous system that culmi- 
nates in tetany when these glands are removed. That 
the area over which this increased irritability is exhibited 
is greater than has been commonly supposed is shown by 
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the researches of Falta and Kahn.“ These investigations 
show that the abnormal condition of the nervous system 
in tetany extends to the sympathetic and autonomic 
nervous system as well as to the nerves of sensation and 
voluntary motion. There is thus a “tetania viscerum” 
as well as a “tetania membrorum.” This condition is 
shown both by tests which indicate an increased irri- 
tability of the internal organs and by actual symptoms 
of irritation. The former are to be compared with the 
signs of Trousseau and Chvostek and that of Erb 
obtained by mechanical or electrical irritation of the 
voluntary nerves and muscles, while the spontaneous 
symptoms are mostly to be regarded as the results of 
internal spasms corresponding to the spasmodic con- 
tractions of the muscles of the hand in external tetany. 
In the investigation of internal irritability, Falta makes 
use of the specific irritant action of two therapeutic 
agents as revealed by modern pharmacology. Epi- 
nephrin is employed to stimulate the sympathetic nerves 
and pilocarpin the autonomic. The specific action of 
pilocarpin, shown by increase in the flow of tears and 
in increased perspiration is also revealed in a striking 
manner by observation of the stomach by means of the 
x-ray. Such an examination shows in the normal stom- 
ach only slight changes under small doses of pilocarpin, 
but the stomach of the individual affected with tetany 
shows the phenomena of acute dilatation, cessation of 
peristalsis and marked increase in the size of the 
stomach. This use of a chemical irritant to demonstrate 
the condition of the nerves controlling vegetative life is 
very interesting and may point the way to a wide exten- 
sion of our knowledge in the future. Not only is there 
a general irritability of the nervous system in this dis- 
ease, but the results of spontaneous irritation belong to 
the symptomatology of the disease. These symptoms 
are, chiefly, of a spasmodic nature. Spastic contraction 
of the stomach with patency of the pylorus may be 
observed by radioscopic examination, The disturbances 
of the vegetative system include also important modifi- 
cations of the general metabolism. Our conception of 
tetany is thus greatly enlarged. The picture of tetany 
as an affection of the ganglion cells depending on defi- 
cient activity of the parathyroids is frequently com- 
plicated by an irritation of the thyroid which results in 
hyperthyroidism. The close connection of the various 
ductless glands is thus shown, a disturbance of one 
sooner or later involving the others. This work suggests 
the possibility of the existence of a tetany of the viscera 
unaccompanied by external manifestations. Further 
experimental and clinical investigation may show a rela- 
tion of some of the spasmodic affections of the viscera 
to abnormal function of the parathyroids and perverted 
calcium metabolism. 


1. Falta, W., and Kahn. E.: Med. Klinik., Nov. 12, 1911, vil; 
abstr. in Tue Jounx Al. A. M. X., Dee. 16, 1911, p. 2033. 


Vis Medicatrix Nature We have no doubt that many 
well-instructed medical practitioners have not sufliciently 
considered what course a given disease would take if it 
were left to itself; and as to others, it is not possible that 
they should have any real knowledge on the subject. With 
the majority of persons a recovery will generally pass for 
a cure.”—Sir Benjamin Collins Brodie, 1842. 
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Medical News 
CALIFORNIA 
Health Society in Los —The Los Angeles Health 
Society was nized November 7, with the following officers: 
president, Dr. Luther M. Powers; "vice-president, E. D. Ward, 


and secretary, Mr. A. J. Messier. 


Public Health Association Meet. At the December meeting 
of the Southern California Public Health Association held in 
San Diego, December 6, — Charles C. Browning, Los —— 
was elected president; Dr. Francis H. Mead, San Diego, vice - 
president, and Dr. John Ingram Clark, Santa Ana, secretary 
(reelected). 

Personal. Dr. John A. Reily has been a 
tendent of the Southern California State pital, Patton. 
——Dr. II. D. Buchman has been appointed assistant super- 
intendent of the Sacramento County Hospital——Dr. II. 
Edward Castle has been elected — — of the Scientific 
Department of the San Francisco Polyclinic, Dr. C. C. Mohun, 
treasurer, and Dr. Matilda’ Anne Feeley, secretary ——Dr. H. N. 
Kierulff, San Francisco, has been appointed physician to the 
state penitentiary, San Quentin. 


Certified Dairies in San — certified dairy has been 
opened in San Diego; a municipal laboratory has estab- 
lished for the handling of all eriologic work, the testing 
of milk, ete, and Dr. Harold A. Thompson was placed in 
charge and a city ordinance has been passed to license dairies 
and distributors of milk. The proceeds, amounting to about 
8.000 a year are to be applied to the health fund of the city. 

Southern California Physicians Meet—At the forty-fifth 
semi-annual meeting of the Southern California Medical Soci 
ety, held in San Diego, December 7, the following officers 
were elected: president, Dr. Stanley P. Black, Pasadena; vice- 
presidents, Drs. Robert Leeper Doig, San Diego, and Thomas 
A. Stoddard, Santa Barbara; secretary-treasurer, Dr. John 
Adams Colliver, Los Angeles. 


FLORIDA 


Election. The Escambia County Medical Association at its 
annual meeting held in Pensacola, elected Dr. Clarence E. 
Hutchinson, president; Dr. Clinton W. D’Alemberte, vice- 
president; Dr. F. A. Brink, secretary, and Dr, Warren E. 
Anderson, treasurer, all of Pensacola. 

Sanitarium —Dr. Clyde C. Rohannon, Daytona, has 
opened a private general hospital and sanatorium. The house 
staff consists of Dr. Clyde C. Bohannon, chief surgeon; Dr. 
Frederick J. Walter, house physician; Dr. James E. Rawlings. 
associate, and Dr. Roy Howe, anesthetist. 


nted superin- 


GEORGIA 


County Society Meetings. At an open meeting of the 
Georgia Medical Society held in Savannah, November 14, 
Surgeon Claude II. Lavinder, C. S. P. II. and M.-H. Service. 
delivered an address on pellagra. Richmond County Med- 
ical Society at its annual meeting held in Augusta, December 
12, elected Dr. Thomas D. Coleman, president; Dr. Noel M. 
Moore, vice-president, and Dr. William C. Kellogg, secretary- 
treasurer, all of Augusta. 


Personal. Dr. James Edgar Paullin, Atlanta, has resigned 
as a member of the State Board of Health.——Dr. Stewart 
Ralph Roberts, Atlanta, has returned from Italy. Dr. Fred- 
erick D. Patterson has been elected city physician of Cuth- 
bert Dr. William V. Parramore has succeeded Dr. Edson 
W. Glidden, resigned, as superintendent of the Georgia State 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, La Grange. — Dr. Joshua IH. Ghee 
ling, Greensboro, fell from a tree, recently, sustaining painful 
njuries, 


District Society Meetings. The Third District Medical 
Society in its meeting in Americus, elected Dr. Charles A. 
Greer, Oglethorpe, president, and Dr. Joseph E. L. Johnson, 
Roberta, vice-president.——-The Eleventh District Medical 
Association held its annual meeting in Douglas and elected 
Dr. Henry C. Whelchel, Douglas, president; Dr. Wallace Will 
iams, Folkton, vice-president, and Dr. T. J. Carswell, Way- 

cross, secretary and treasurer.— At the annual meeting of 
the Sixth Medical Society, held in Macon, Dr. William J. 
Little, Macon, was elected president; Dr. E. B. Elder, Indian 
Springs, vice-president, and Dr. Irby Hammond Adams, Macon, 
secretary and treasurer (reelected). 
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Asks for City Laboratory. The Wi y Medical 
Society at its meeting, December 12, resolutions 
requesting the city council of Rockford to set aside a sufficient 
sum of money to equip and maintain a chemical and bacte- 
riologie laboratory. 

Personal.— Dr. Hartwell C. Howard, the oldest practitioner 
in Champaign, announces that he will retire from active prac- 
tice, January 1. Dr. Howard was graduated from Starling 
Medical College in 1850 and has been a practitioner of Cham- 

ign County for fifty-six years.——Dr. William W. Wyatt 
7 been elected president, Dr. William M. Cooley, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dr. Milo T. Easton, secretary-treasurer, of the med- 
ical staff of Deaconess Hospital, Peoria Dr. Elmer E. 
Nystrom has been elected physician of Peoria County and Dr. 
Charles EK. Scullin, assistant ——Dr. William C. Bouton, Wau- 
kegan, sprained his ankle by a fall December 16.——In honor 
of Dr. George F. Butler, Wilmette, newly appointed physician 
of Cook County, a number of professional friends and associ- 
— gave him a luncheon at the Chicago Press Club, Decem- 

16. 


Elections. At the annual meeting of the Vermilion Count 
Medical Society held in Danville, December 11, Dr. Lemuel 
Russell, Hoopeston, was elected president; Dr. Francis W. Bar- 
ton, Danville, vice-president; Dr. Solomon Jones, Danville, sec- 


retary (reelected) ; Dr. Robert Clements, Danville, censor; Dr. 


Solomon Jones, delegate to the state society, and Dr. Elbert 
EK. Clark, Danville, alternate-——The Monmouth Physicians’ 
Club met December 8 and elected Dr. Harry L. Kampen, Mon- 
mouth, president, and Dr. Ralph Graham, Monmouth, secretary. 
——Champaign County Medical Society, at its annual meeting 
in Champaign, Decem 14, elected Dr. Theodore K. Walker, 
Gifford, president; Dr. Gordon W. Rice, Champaign, vice-pres- 
ident, and Dr. Jennie Lyons, Champaign, secretary.——Will 
County Medical Association, at its annual meeting in Joliet, 
December 14, elected Dr. Michael E. McGann, president; Dr. 
Hamilton T. King, vice-president, and Dr. Marion K. Bowles, 
secretary-treasurer.—— Whiteside County Medical Society, at 
its annual meeting at Morrison, ag . William K. Farley, 
Fulton, president; Dr. Edward W. Wahl, Tampico, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dr. William IH. Perry, Sterling, secretary-treasurer. 


Chicago 

for Visiting Nurses. The Visiting Nurses’ Associa- 
tion has made its annual appeal for funds to aid in the : 
eution of its work, and illustrates this appeal with a 
teristic drawing by McCutcheon. 
Examina A committee of medical examiners, 
consisting of Drs. Alfred C. Cotton, Joseph M. Patton, Thomas 
A. Davis, Nathaniel A. Graves, Charles P. Caldwell, Anna M. 
Dwyer, W. Henry Wilson, Thomas J. Conley and William I. 
Noble, conducted an examination for members of the attending 
staff of Cook County Hospital, December 6. 

The Ten-Hour Day for Nurses Upheld. In a decision made 
by Municipal Judge Gemmill, December 12, the right of the city 
to employ women in its Contagious Diseases Hospital or any 
other public institution for periods longer than ten hours in 
a single day was denied. The prosecutions were brought under 
the recent amendments under the ten-hour law which seeks 
to regulate the hours for employment of females in public 
institutions in the city. The minimum fine was imposed in 
the two cases cited. 

IOWA 


Southeastern Iowa Physicians Meet. The thirty-sixth 
annual meeting of the Southeastern lowa Medical Society was 
held in Washington, November 16, and the following officers 
were elected: president, Dr. Smith A. Spilman, Ottumwa; vice- 
— Drs. John I.. Overholt, Columbus Junction, and 

muel K. Davis, Libertyville; secretary and treasurer, Dr. 
Edward F. La Force, Burlington (reelected) ; and censors, Drs. 
Emmett T. Wickham, Washington; William S. McClellan, 
Morning Sun, and Charles H. McGee, Burlington. 

Inn and Injured. Dr. Edmund D. Russell, Clare, who has been 
confined for two weeks on account of injuries to his leg sus- 
tained when his horse fell with him, has resumed his profes- 
sional duties——Dr. Fred E. Bellinger, Council Bluffs, is 
reported to be a patient in Bellevue Hospital, New York City, 
suffering from injuries sustained in an attack several days 
ago Dr. Thomas F. Desmond, Webster City, is a patient in 
M Hospital, Des Moines, suffering from blood poisoning. 
Dr. John M. Knott, Sioux City, sustained a fracture of the 
nese recently while making a professional call——Dr. Harry 
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E. Kirschner, Oakdale, who was opcrated on in Rochester, 
Minn., recently, is to be convalescent.——Dr. Wayne 
L. Stillman, Anthon, fractured a rib in an automobile a t 
recently. 

Society Notes.—At the meeting of the Buena Vista County 
Medical Association, December 12, influenza, pertussis, vaccine 
therapy and pleurisy were subjects for discussion. The fol- 
— societies have elected officers: Mills County Medical 
Association, at Malvern, December 7; Dr. Edgar Christie, 
president; Dr. James R. Scott. Malvern, vice - presi - 
dent; Dr. James M. Donelan, Glenwood, secretary and treas- 
urer; Dr. James G. McCue, Silver City, delegate to the state 
society; Dr. G. M. Agan, Glenwood, alternate; Dr. Samuel A. 
Campbell, Malvern, censor. Jefferson County Medical Associa- 
tion, at Fairfield, December 8; ident, Dr. James S. Gaumer; 
vice-president, Dr. S. K. Davis; and secretary-treasurer, Dr. 
Lora D. Jones. Poweshiek County Medical Association, at 
Grinnell; president, Dr. James R. Lewis. Grinnell; vice-presi- 
dent, Dr. Evan S. Evans, Grinnell; and secretary-treasurer, 
Delano Wilcox, Malcolm. Webster County Medical Society, at 
Fort Dodge, December 5; president, Dr. Albert E. Acher; vice- 

ident, Dr. William F. Carver; secretary-treasurer, Dr. John 

. Studebaker; and delegate to the state society, Dr. Charles 
J. Saunders, all of Fort Dodge. Harrison County Medi al 
Association, in Logan, November 24; Dr. Hans Hanson, Logan, 
president, and Dr. Charles 8. Kennedy, Logan, secretary 


(ree ) 
KANSAS 


Personal. Dr. Earl A. Davis, Chanute, who has been ill 
with suspected typhoid fever, has to Ottawa for rest 
and recuperation.— Dr. Charles Hedlinger, 90 years of age, 
and still in the ice of medicine, is said to be the oldest 
practitioner in the state. 


Elections. The Republic County Medical Association at its 
annual meeting held in Belleville, November 16, elected Dr. 
John R. Henry, Scandia, president; Dr. Thomas, Belleville, 
vice-president, and Dr. Jay C. Decker, Belleville, secretary- 
treasurer.——The Northwest Kansas Medical Society at its 
annual meeting held in Colby, elected Dr. Charles W. Winslow, 
Oakley, president, and Dr. rles M. Miller, Oakley, vice-pres- 
ident.——Dr. Leon A. Jacobus, Coffeyville, was elected pres- 
ident; Dr. Mansure, Ulvane, vice-president; Dr. Clifford R. 
Spain, Arkansas City, secretary; Dr. Kelly, Winfield, treasurer, 
and Dr. Ralph W. James, Winfield, censor of Cowley County Med- 
ical Society, at its annual meeting held in Arkansas City, No- 
vember 16.——At the annual meeting and banquet of the 
Shawnee County Medical Society held in Topeka, ber 5, 
Samuel A. Johnson was elected president, and Dr. John X. 
Beasley, vice- ident. Harvey County Medical Society 
held its annual meeting in Newton, December 4, and reelected 
Dr. Richard 8. Haury, president; Dr. Max Miller, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dr. Frank L. Abbey, secretary and treasurer. Dr. 
Miller was elected censor and Dr. Alfred E. Smolt delegate 
to the state medical society, all of Newton. The Sixth 
District Medical Society held its annual meeting in Wichita, 
December 5. Dr. George K. Purves, Wichita, was selected as 
chairman and Dr. John J. Sippy, Belle Plaine, was reelected 
secretary. 


MINNESOTA 


Personal.—Dr. Charles H. Mayo, who was operated on in 
New York for appendicitis, underwent a second operation a 
week later. He is reported as doing well. 

Alumni Association Formed.—The alumni of Jefferson Med- 
ieal College, resident in Minnesota, met in St. Paul, December 
14, and organized the Jefferson Association of Minnesota, 
with Dr. Samuel D. Flagg, St. Paul, as president, and Dr. 
Richard J, Hill, Minneapolis, as secretary and treasurer, 

St. Louis County Election The annual meeting of the St. 
Louis County Medical Society was held in Duluth, December 
14, and the following officers were elected: president, Dr. 
John A. MecCuen, Duluth; vice-presidents, Drs. Alexander 
Barelay, Cloquet, and O. W. Parker, Ely; and secretary and 
treasurer, Dr. Albert G. Schulze, Duluth. The membership of 
the society includes physicians in St. Louis, Cook, Lake, Carl- 
ton and Itasea counties. 

Tuberculosis Notes The St. Louis County Tuberculosis 
Sanatorium at Midway, about 10 miles west of Duluth, is 
approaching completion. This is the first sanatorium to be 
established in connection with the law approved in 1909, which 
gave to each county in the state the power to establish a 
public sanatorium for the treatment and care of persons 
afMlicted with tuberculosis, The site consists of 80 acres, much 
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of which is woodland, about 600 feet above Lake Superior. 
Two buildings are nearly completed. The main or administra- 
tion building contains the offices, medical examining rooms, 
quarters for the staff and accommodation for about tweuty 
patients, and the children’s pavilion has four small wards each 
for four children, and an infirmary for bedfast children; rooms 
for nurses and teacher and a large and sunny open-air school 
rom. — At the meeting of the Warren Antituberculosis Asso- 
ciation, November 29, Dr. Theodore Bratrud, Warren, was 
elected a delegate to the state convention held in St. Paul last 
week.——Dr. B. D. Sallinger, superintendent of the State 
Tuberculosis Sanatorium, Walker, reports that the institution 
is in a flourishing condition and now has ninety patients. 


MISSOURI 

New Hospitals. The new building of the German Hospital, 
Kansas City, constructed at a cost of $150,000, was formally 
opened November 21, with a reception to the public during 
the afternoon and evening.——Plans have been completed for 
a tuberculosis sanatorium for Jackson County to be located at 
the Leeds Farm, at a cost of $75,000. The building as planned 
will be five stories in height, with two three-story wings, and 
will accommodate seventy-five patients. 

Societies Desire High Standard.—Greene County Medical 
Society has adopted resolutions providing that no one can become 
a member of the society who engages in contract practice or con- 
tinues in such at less than the fee provided by the fee-bill, and 
no one shall become a member of the society or continue 


as such who is guilty of soliciting patronage or obtaining 


patients by division of fees. The society further recommends 
that the president appoint from time to time, at his discretion, 
committees to use their influence on any member who is guilt 
or believed to be guilty of practices not in accordance with 
the Principles of Ethics.——Livingston County Medical Society 
at its November meeting endorsed the action of the Jackson 
County Medical Association in condemning fee-splitting and 
also reaflirmed its indorsement of the Principles of Ethics. 


Elections.—The Jackson County Medical — at its 
annual meeting in Kansas City, December 5, elected Dr. James 
Q. Chambers, Kansas City, president; Dr. Nimrod P. Wood, 
Independence, vice-president; Dr. Rush E. Castellaw, Kansas 
City, secretary; Dr. William F. Kuhn, Kansas City, treasurer; 
Drs. Jefferson D. Griffith, Franklin E. Murphy and William 
Frick, delegates to the state association, and Drs. Frank C. 
Neff, Frederick T. Van Eman and Scott P. Child, censors.—— 
At the annual meeting of the St. Joseph-Buchanan-Andrew 
County Medical Society, December 6, in St. Joseph, the follow- 
ing officers were elected: president, Dr. John I. Byrne, St. 
Joseph; vice-presidents, Drs. Joseph J. Bansbach, St. Joseph, 
and Woodford Martin, Savannah; secretary, Dr. William F. 
Goetze, St. Joseph; treasurer, Dr. John M. Bell, St. Joseph 
(reelected) ; censor, Dr. Albert L. Gray, St. Joseph; delegate to 
the state association, Dr. Chas. Wood Fassett, St. Joseph, and 
alternate, Dr. Charles R. Woodson, St. Joseph.——Rolla Dis- 
triet Medical Association held its seventy-third semi-annual 
session in Rolla, December 7, and elected Dr. William S. Smith, 
Rolla, president; Dr. Robert II. Finlay, Cuba, vice-president, 
and Dr. William H. Breuer, St. James, secretary and treasurer. 
The next meeting will be held in Cuba in May next. 


St. Louis 

Hospital Permit Issued. A permit has been issued for the 
erection of St. John’s Hospital, a five-story building on Euclid 
Avenue, to cost $300,000. 

Hospital Saturday and Srnday.—The total collections for 
the Hospital Saturday and Sunday Association for 1911 
amounted to $45,018.98, or about $500 more than the receipts 
for the preceding year. 

Medical Reserve Corps Dinner.—-The St. Louis Society Med- 
ical Reserve Corps, U. S. Army, gave a dinner at the St. 
Louis Club, November 21, at which the commandant of Jefler- 
son Barracks and the officers of the Medical Corps of the Army 
and Navy on duty at St. Louis were guests of honor. Lieu- 
tenant Harvey G. Mudd acted as toastmaster. 


NEBRASKA 

Leaves Library to State Association. The late Dr. Alonzo 
De Los Wilkinson, Lincoln, ueathed his extensive library 
to the Nebraska State Medical Association. 

Lodge Doctors Under Ban. The Omaha-Douglas County 
Medical Society, which has already passed resolutions against 
contract practice, now threatens with ostracism any mem- 
bers of the society who still persist in remaining in contract 
practice, 
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Contract for Medical Schoo!—The contract for the new 
medical building of the University of Nebraska, Omaha, was 
awarded November 25. An appropriation of $100,000 was 
made for this building by the last legislature. 

Election.—At the annual meeting of the Lancaster County 
Medical Association held in Lincoln, December 2. the follow 
ing officers were elected: president, Dr. Oliver W. Everett; 
vice-president, Dr. Edward W. Rowe; secretary-treasurer, Dr. 
Roy B. Adams; censor, Dr. Warwick M. Cowgill, and delegates 
to the state association, Drs, Artemas I. McKinnon and J. 
Stanley Welch, all of Lincoln, 


NEVADA 


Personal.—Dr. George McKenzie, Reno, is convalescent after 
an attack of typhoid fever——Dr. John J. Sullivan, Virginia 
City, while making a professional call, had his buggy wrecked, 
sprained his back and cut his head severely, in an accident 
caused by a boulder which rolled down from a hill above the 

d 


road. 

Washoe Physicians Hold Meeting and Banquet. The annual 
meeting of the Washoe County Medical Society was held in 
Reno, December 5, and the following officers were elected: 

resident, Dr. John E. Pickard; vice-president, Dr. William H. 
Hood, and secretary-treasurer, Dr. Charles M. Steele, all of 
Reno. Dr. Sidney K. Morrison presided at the banquet as 


Personal.—Dr. Stephen Young, city physician of Dover, has 
resigned and has moved to Rochester.——Dr. Seth W. Jones 
defeated Dr. John W. Staples in the election for mayor for 
Franklin, November 28, by a margin of two votes. 

Optometry Board.—The board appointed by the governor 
to regulate the practice of optometry consists of George H. 
Brown, Manchester, for a term of five years; W. E. Wright, 
Keene, for four years; C. Howard Edmunds, Claremont, for 
three years; Dr. Charles A. Sturtevant, Manchester, for two 
years, and Dr. Evariste C. Tremblay, Manchester, for one year. 

Grafton Physicidns Hold Meeting. The eighth annual meet- 
ing of the Grafton Medical Society was held in Woodsville, 
December 13, and the following officers were elected: presi- 
dent, Dr. Hiram L. Johnson, Franconia; vice-president, Dr. 
Howard Nelson Kingsford, Hanover; secretary-treasurer, Dr. 
jeorge Albert Weaver, Warren; censor, Dr. John Wheeler, 
Plymouth; delegate to the state medical society, Dr. William 
E. Lawrence, North Haverhill, and alternate, Dr. Daniel Robert 


Chase, Lebanon, 
NEW JERSEY 


Health Board Abolished.—It is reported that the commis- 
sioner of Public Safety of Trenton has abolished the local 
board of health on account of the slowness of its methods in 
the present typhoid emergency. 

Typhoid Vaccination for Convicts —The board of prison 
inspectors, in order to ~~ the spread of typhoid fever among 
the 1,400 prisoners in the New Jersey State Penitentiary, 
Trenton, has ordered that every one of the convicts be vac- 
cinated. 

Prevention of Blinéness.—At a public meeting held Decem- 
ber 8, at Paterson, under the auspices of the New Jersey Com- 
mission for the Blind, Douglas C. MeMurtrie, secretary of the 
American Association for the Conservation of Vision, called 
attention to the extent of preventable blindness and described 
the Credé method of prophylaxis against ophthalmia neonato- 
rum. He also urged legislation to compel the reporting of 
infantile conjunctivitis and the introduction of hygienic meas- 
ures to check the spread of trachoma in certain sections, and 
spoke of the advances being made in the installation of safety 
devices for the prevention of injuries to the eye. Miss Lydia 

. Hayes, supervisor of work for the blind in New Jersey, 
described the educational and preventive activity in that state. 


NEW MEXICO 


Personal.—The Board of Health of Albuquerque on Decem- 
ber 5, after hearing evidence in the charges preferred against 
Dr. Solomon L. Burton, city physician, on account of his allged 
failure to issue a certified copy of a death certificate, is said 
to have found him worthy of mild censure.— Dr. S. G. Sewell, 
manager and physician in charge of the Presbyterian Sana- 
torium, Albuquerque, has resigned to take effect January 1, 
— Dr. William T. Brown, superintendent of the Valmora 
Industrial Sanatorium, Watrous, spoke before the Chicago 
Medical Society, November 15, on the work of the sanatorium, 
The institution is sustained by Chicago business houses for 
the benefit of their employees. 


toast master. 
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Society Meetings. At the annual meeting of the Santa Fe 
Medical Society held in Santa Fe, December 7, Dr. James A. 
Massie was elected t; Dr. James A. Rolls, vice-presi- 
dent, and Dr. S. G, Small, secretary.——-The Bernalillo County 
Medical Association, at its annual meeting, December 5, 
elected the following officers: president, Dr. Charles A. Frank; 
vice-presidents, Drs. Ge S. MeLandress and John A. Reidy; 
secretary, Dr. Frank E. Tull; treasurer, Dr. Frank R. De 
Vergne; censor, Dr. Walter W. Spargo; delegates to the 
state association, Drs. Harry B. Kauffmann and G. Cor- 
nish, and alternates, Drs. John W. Colbert, George 8. 
Melandress. Abraham G. Shortle and Evelyn Frisbie, all of 


Albuquerque. 


Physical Tr, and Brain 
director of physical training in the public schools of Boston, 
delivered a lecture to the students of the medical department 
of the University of Buffalo, ber 8, on “Physical Train- 


ing as a Means of Increasing Brain Power.” 


Personal. Dr. Arthur C. Schaefer has been rea 
assistant health commissioner of Buffalo Dr. 
Stover, Amsterdam, has been appointed a member of the 
board of trustees of the Ray Brook State Hospital.——Dr. 
F. H. Jenks, Saranac Lake, has resigned from the local board 
of health to take up bacteriologic research in the laboratory 
of Andirondack Cottage Sanatorium.——Dr. Montgomery E. 
Leary, Rochester, superintendent of the Iola Sanatorium, who 
was operated on recently for appendicitis, is reported to be 
convalescent. 

Elections.—At its annual meeting December 6, the Elmira 
Academy of Medicine elected the following officers: dent, 
Dr. Herbert W. Fudge; vice-president, Dr. John C. O’Brien; 

Charles 
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secretary, Dr. Haase; treasurer, Dr. Charles G. R. 
Jennings; censors, Dr. Alfred John Westlake, Dr. Elliot T. 
Bush, Horsehead, N. V., and Dr. John A. Bennett; trustees 


for three years, Dr. Sherman Voorhees, Dr. Ross George 

and Dr. Charles G. R. Jennings The Medical Society 
of the County of Erie has endorsed a resolution to discontinue 
the evils of contract practice, especially contract lodge prac- 
tice. Any member continuing this practice after Jan. 1, 1912, 
will be uested to resign his ee in the county 
society. "The following officers were elected: president, Dr. 
Thomas H. McKee; vice-presidents, Drs. James F. Whitwell 
and John V. Woodruff; secretary, Dr. Franklin C. Cram; 
treasurer, Dr. Albert T. Lytle; censors, Drs. Irving W. Potter, 
Francis E. Fronezak, Arthur G. Bennett, Lawrence Hendee 
and John D. Bonnar; chairman Committee on Legislation, Dr. 
F. Park Lewis; chairman Committee on Public Health, Dr. 
Henry R. Hopkins; chairman Committee on Membership. Dr. 
Charles A. Wall, and delegates to Medical Society of the State 
of New York, Drs. Albert T. Lytle, Julius Ullman, Julius 
Richter and James F. Whitwell. 


New York City 


Old Instrument Maker Dies. F. August Stohlmann, a vet- 
eran surgical instrument manufacturer, who entered the 
employment of the Tiemanns in 1841 and became a partner in 
the firm seven years later, died at his home in Brooklyn, 
December 17, aged 94. 

Personal. Dr. Frederick Gwyer. while at his farm near 
Sunset Lake, was thrown from his buggy and fractured sev- 
eral ribs. Dr. John Henry Huddleston, secretary of the 
New York Academy of Medicine, has recovered after a tour 
weeks’ illness with pneumonia. 


New for Medical Staff.—Plans have been filed with 
the building department for the erection of a three-story 
brick building at Clarkson Street and Albany Avenue, Brook- 
lyn, at a cost of $72,000 and to be used as quarters for the 
medical staff of Kings County Hospital. 

Banquets in Honor of Physicians.—A complimentary din- 
ner was given by the executive committze of the Eastern Med- 
ical Society to Dr. Emil Altman, its retiring president, Decem- 
ber 15.——The friends of Dr. Joseph E. Smith celebrated his 
elevation to the post of chief medical officer of the Brooklyn 
Fire Department, by a dinner given in his honor at the Brook- 
lyn Club, December 14. 

For Tuberculosis Hospitals. The William McKinley Memo- 
rial Hospital League has offices at No. 1 Madison 


Avenue and announced that it is opening a campaign for the 

rpose of raising $7,000,000 to equip a hospital in New York 
City for the treatment of tuberculosis and to establish open- 
air camps at the seaside and in rural districts. McKinley one- 
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cent stamps will — on sale January 1, and private con- 
tributions will be ted. The money will be disbursed by 


a committee composed of seven men who have given $10,000 
and over toward the fund. There is a council of 100 and 
among these appear the names of twenty-nine governors of 
states and territories. 

New Cancer Home Started.—The laying of the cornerstone 
of a new St. Rose’s Home for Cancer Incurables took place 
on December 15, Mgr. Joseph F, Mooney, representing Cardinal 
Farley, officiating. The new building will stand at Jackson 
and Front Streets facing Corlear’s Hook Park. The new home 
will accommodate 100 inmates, will cost about $91,000 and 
will be finished by June 1. 

Hospital Neopened. The Sydenham Hospital and Dispen- 
sary which has been closed for repairs since last July was 


reopened on December 14. Two new buildings have been added 
through the rosity of Isaac Guggenheim. Dr. Michae 
Michailovsky is president of the medical board, and other 


members of the staff are Dr. Max Rosenthal, Dr. Herman 
Jarecky, Dr. Robert Kunitzer, Dr. Harry Jarrmulowsky and 
Dr. Archibald E. Isaacs. 

Birth- and Death-Rate. There were 10.825 births in the 
greater city during the month of November, an increase of 236 
over the number for November, 1910. The death-rate duri 
the month of November was 13.73 per 1,000 population, wh 
was lower than the average rate for November since the con- 
solidation of Greater New York in 1898. The Health Depart- 
ment states that this represents 1,005 deaths prevented. The 
mortality for children under the age of 5 years decreased 
from 37.05 to 28.97 per 1,000 (or 22 per cent.). 

Physicians Endorse Dr. Doty.—On Wednesday, December 13, 
about thirty-five of the leading physicians of this city, rep- 
resenting all branches of the profession, met at the New York 
Academy of Medicine to manifest their approval of Dr. Alvah 
H. Doty and to testify to his efficient administration of quar- 
antine. A set of resolutions was adopted expressing admira- 
tion for his work, showing how effective it had been and how 
dangerous it would be to appoint a successor who may be inex- 
perienced and not familiar with the work. These resolutions 
were presented to Governor Dix with the request that he 
reappoint Dr. Doty as health officer of this port. 

Societies Elect.. The Clinical Society of the New York Post 
Graduate School elected these officers mber 15: President, 
Dr. Henry Dawson Furniss; vice-president, Dr. Ward J. Mac- 
Neal; secretary, Dr. Ralph Tousey, and treasurer, Dr. Henry 
(3. Bugbee.——-The Manhattan Dermatological Society at its 
annual meeting elected Dr. Mihran B. Parounagian president ; 
Dr. Ludwig Oulman, vice-president, and Dr. David L. Saten- 
stein, secretary and treasurer.—— The New Utrecht Medical 
Society has been formed in the Borough Park section of 
Brooklyn. with the following officers: president, Dr. J. H. 
Bertram Dowd; vice-president, Dr. Henry M. Kalvin; secre- 
tary, Dr. Murray B. Gordon, and treasurer, Dr. Max S. Ittel- 
son. 

The Prevention of Disease. The Public Health Education 
Committee of the Medical Society of the County of New York 
and the Hygiene Committee of the New York City Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, announce a series of lectures which form 
part of the New York work of the Public Health Education 
Committee of the American Medical Association. This series 
is to be given in Hosack Hall, New York Academy of Medicine, 
on alternate Wednesday eveni and Thursday afternoons, 
from January 10 to March 28, inclusive, and will be open to 
the public and general subjects are: “The Hygiene of Food”; 
“Alcohol in Relation to Efficiency”; “Effects of Home Medi- 
cation”; “Contagions and Their Prevention”; “Sex Hygiene for 
Men”; “Child Hygiene”; “The Common Cold”; “Triumphs of 
Modern Surgery”; “Sex Hygiene for Women“; “Care of the 
Eye and Ear”; “Nerves in Their Relation to Efficiency”, and 
“Causes and Prevention of Pelvic Disorders.” 

College Needs New Building. President Nicholas Murray 
Butler of Columbia University in his annual report says that 
Columbia University owns property worth $52,433,183, and 
has 7,858 students and 767 teachers. He expresses the opinion 
that it would have been wiser to establish research institu- 
tions such as the Carnegie Institute in Washington and the 
Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research in New York, not 
＋ from universities, but rather in connection with them. 

e also scorns the notion that a man engaged in teaching ad- 
vanced students cannot find time for research work. The best 
work that has been done by scientists and scholars has been 
done by those not only engaged in teaching but literally over- 
burdened with the work. In discussing the agreement between 
the Presbyterian Hospital and the College of Physicians and 
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Surgeons ts out the urgent need of $6,000,000 
in — — M unive a may carry out its part of the 
agreement. 


PENNSYLVAPIA 


Public Schools Closed by Measles.—Six hundred well devel- 
cases of measles forced the Wilkes-Barre health authori- 
ties, on December 21, to order all public schools closed. 
epidemic started about two weeks ago, but there have been 
only a few deaths, although nearly all the cases have been 
severe, 

Personal. Dr. Frank P. McCarthy, who has been connected 
with the State Sanatorium, Mount Alto, for a year and a 
half, has resigned and removed to Erie——At the November 
election, Dr. Leroy K. Leslie, Bareville, was elected protho- 
notary, and Dr. Elmore R. Miller, Stevens, coroner of Lan- 
caster County. — Dr. James Earle Ash, has resigned as 
pathologist at the State Hospital for the Insane at Norris- 
town, to accept a position as teacher of pathology in Harvard 
Universit y.—— Dr. Pella N. Ritter was elected treasurer and 
Drs. Jean Saylor Brown and Wesley F. Kunkle, members of 
the executive committee of the 1 Society for the 
Prevention of Social Diseases, at its annual meeting on Novem- 
ber 14.——Dr. Anthony F. Myers, Blooming Glen, for many 
years secretary of the Bucks County Medical Society, has been 
made editor of the Bucks County Medical Monthly, to fill the 
place made vacant by the resignation of Dr. John B. Carrell. 

County Meetings.—The sixty-third annual meeting of the 
Bucks County Medical Society was held at Doylestown, Novem- 
ber 8, and the following officers were elected: president, Dr. 
Frank B. Swartzlander 112 vice-presidents, Drs. Harry 
L. Thomas, Langhorne, and Felix A. Murphy, Doylestown; sec- 
retary-treasurer, Dr. Anthony F. Myers, Blooming Glen; and 
censors, Drs. George M. Grim, Ottsville, William R. Cooper, 
Point Pleasant, and Walter H. Brown, Richlandtown.——At 
the annual meeting of the Columbia County Medical Society, 
at Bloomsburg, December 14, the following officers were 
elected for 1912: president, Dr. Ralph Eaton Miller; vice-pres- 
idents, Drs. J. Sidney Hoffa, Benton, and Dr. John T. Me- 
Donald; secretary, treasurer and reporter, Dr. Luther B. Kline, 
Catawissa, and librarian, Dr. J. Jordan Brown. Dr. Luther B. 
Kline, Catawissa, secretary and editor of the Monthly Roster 
was authorized to continue the publication for the year 1912, 
its management to be left to his care. 

Philadelphia 

Medical Examiners Meet.—The annual dinner and election 
of officers of the Philadelphia Medical Examiners Association 
was held December 5 and the following officers were elected: 

resident, Dr. A. T. Gillard; vice-president, Dr. A. Wiese 

ammer; secretary, Dr. J. H. Eisenbrey, and treasurer, Dr. 
George D. Morton. 

Women Medical Inspectors.—Dr. Joseph Seal Neff, Director 
of Public Health and Charities, wishes to add women physi- 
cians for the girls’ high school and girls’ grammar schools to 
the corps of school medical inspectors, and as an inducement 
to women to accept such positions, Dr. Neff has under con- 
sideration a By to require of them only three hours work 
on each school day, instead of tive hours a day, as required at 
present, with a corresponding reduction in salary from $900 
to $600 a year. 

To Raise Million for Children’s Hospital.—Officials of the 
Cuildren’s Hospital have planned to conduct a campaign 
shortly after January 1, for the pu of raising $1,000,000 
to erect and endow new hospital buildings on the site, Eight- 
eenth and Fitzwater Streets. Richard Waterman has resigned 
as secretary of the City Club in order to take charge of the 
work of raising this fund. Two committees have been engaged 
in preparing for the campaign—the Building Committee and 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Cocain Traffic Revived.—The peddling of cocain and opium 
apparently eliminated by the State Pharmaceutical Board 
last spring after a campaign lasting more than six months, 
has sprung up again. So quiet has been the work of ven- 
ders as to attract little attention until, on December 20, a 
man wanted on suspicion of lareeny, was arrested in China- 
town and when searched, was found to have more than 8509 
worth of cocain and $10 worth of opium on his person. He 
was arraigned before Magistrate Tracy and held in $1.000 
bail for further hearing. State detective Joseph Giovanni has 
started an investigation and many warrants will be applied 
for as a result of his discoveries. The federal officials are 
also taking a hand in the present crusade and it is stated 
that the a = not end until every drug vender in 
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Hospital Notes.—The Charity Hospital, 1731 Vine Street. 
has just taken title the — property on Vine 
Street. The rty is a for $7.000.——The man- 
agers of the Frederick Douglass Hospital, which is in 


sore straits, are making a final appeal to the public. The 
Philadelphia Public Ledger is in receipt of 12 from Dr. S. 
Weir Mitchell, of the consulting staff, from Dr. John M. 
Baldy, chairman of the state medical board, from Drs. William 
W. Keen, James Tyson and Howard F. Hansell, all of whom 
are on the medical staff, speaking in highest terms of man- 
agement of the institution and the good work it is doi 
“The Frederick Douglass Hospital and Training School, w 
has been in operation at Lombard and Sixteenth Streets for 
fourteen years, is in sore straits and may be closed unless 
$15,000 is raised to liquidate a builder's mortgage. It is oe 
largest and best-equipped hospital controlled by colored 
in the United States, and is the only institution of the k 
in this section of the country and the sole place where 88 
nurses can be trained or where colored patients can have nurs- 
ing and treatment by their own race.” The Public Ledger first 
blished the letters of the physicians on December 13 and by 
mber 15, more than $2,000 had already been received in 
contributions ranging from $500 to $1. 


New Sanatoriums.—The State Tuberculosis Commission has 
awarded contracts for the establishment of a colony for the 
treatment of patients suffering from tuberculosis, at Carlsbad, 
near San Angelo, to be ready for occupancy in May.——Drs. 
Frank C. Floeckinger and others have incorporated Dr. Floeck- 
inger’s Sanitarium at Taylor, without capital stock. 


County Society Elections.—The —2 are the results 
of recent elections in count erson County, at 
Beaumont, December 4, Dr. Err D. * Llano. president; 
Dr. Carmatte A. Cobb, Beaumont, vice-president; Dr. Wilbur 
F. Thomson, Beaumont, secretary (reelected).——Wichita 
County, at Wichita Falls, December 12, president, Dr. Michael 
M. Walker; vice-president, Dr. Charles R. Hartsook, Tulia; 
— | and treasurer, Dr. Duane Meredith, Wichita Falls. 

aso County, at El Paso, December 5, Dr. Felix P. 
Miller, El Paso, president; Dr. Samuel F. King, El Paso, vice- 
ident, and Dr. William Kluttz, El Paso, secretary —— Me- 
nnan County, at Waco, December 5, an Dr. Hardy 
C. Black, Waco; vice-president, Dr. H. J. Germany, Speegle- 
ville; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Horace T. Aynesworth, Mesquite. 
~—Hunt County, at Greenville, December II. president, a 
James J. Coppedge, Lone Oak (reelected) ; vice-president, 
William J. Wheeler, Commerce; secretary-treasurer, Dr. . 
Richard Waddle, Greenville (reelected ) . Potter County, at 
Amarillo, December 12, president, Dr. George T. 
Amarillo; vice-presidents, Drs. J. J. Crume and John D. 
dan, Amarillo; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Robert M. Walker, 
Amarillo.——Lamar County, at Paris, December 9, president, 
Dr. Andrew J, Rush, Paris; vice-president, Dr. Job L. Ham- 
mond, Noble; secretary, Dr. Marcellus A. Walker, Pari 
Bell County, at Temple, December 7, president, Dr. S. A. 
Watts, Moffat; vice-president, Dr. Henry Hartman, — 
secretary-treasurer, Dr. Edward J. Burns, Temple. Gra 
County, at Sherman, December 8, Dr. Reynolds May, ite- 
wright, president; Dr. Joseph R. Swafford, Bells, vice-presi- 
dent; Dr. Jack B. Stinson, Sherman, secretary-treasurer.——— 
Johnson County, at Cleburne, December 5, Dr. R. E. Lee Vater, 
* Drs. John I. Pearson, Joshua, and Daniel Strick- 
nd, Cleburne, vice-presidents; Dr. T. C. Honea, secretary- 
treasurer. — Ellis County, at Waxahachie, December 6, 
dr. James C. Loggins, Ennis, president; Dr. Antone I.. Thomas, 
Ennis, vice-president; Dr. Howard E. Griffin, Ennis, secretary- 
treasurer.——Harrison County, at Marshall, December 6, Dr. 
George P. Rains, Marshall, president; Dr. John F. Gibson, 
Paris, vice-president; Dr. Frank S. Littlejohn, Marshall, seere- 
tary.——Collin County, at MeKinney, December 6, Dr. Jeffer- 
son D. Burt, Farmersville, president; Dr. W. C. Bryant, Me- 
Kinney, vice-president; Dr. Ben F. Largent, MeKinney, secre- 
tary-treasurer._——Tarrant County, at Fort Worth, December 
4, Dr. Isaac A. Withers, Fort Worth, president; Dr. Kent V. 
Kibbie, Fort Worth, vice-president; Dr. Frank G. Sanders, 
Fort Worth, secretary, and Dr. William R. Thompson, Fort 
Worth, treasurer.——Dallas County, at Dallas, December 2, 
Dr. Hugh L. Moore, president; Dr. R. W. Baird, vice- 
president; Dr. Bert E. Greer, secretary-treasurer, all of Dallas. 
— Denton County, at Denton, December 5, Dr. Priestly Lips- 
comb, Denton, president; Dr. Thomas M. Harris, Mustang, 
vice-president ; Dr. Walter G. Kimbrough, Krum, secretary 
and treasurer, 
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Antitoxin at Cost. The Wisconsin State Board of Health 
announces that it is prepared to furnish diphtheria antitoxin at 
actual cost, 40 cents per 1,000 units. 

Date for State Fixed.—The next annual meeting of 
the Wisconsig State Medical Society is to be held in Wausau, 
May 22-24. Arrangements are under the charge of the Mara- 
thon County Medical Society. 

More Money Needed. Health Commissioner Kraft of Mil- 
waukee has asked for an appropriation of $173,000 to ca 
on the work of the health rtment during 1912. This is 
7 7.000 more than the allowance for 1911. 

District The Tenth District (West Wis- 
consin) Medical Society held its annual meeting at Eau Claire, 
November 27, and elected Dr. John V. R. Lyman, ident, 
= Dr. Eugene E. Tupper, secretary-treasurer, both of Eau 


Twin City Club Meets. The Neenah-Menasha Medical Cinb 
held its annual meeting in Menasha, wecember 12, and elected 
Dr. Frank M. Corry, Menasha, president; Dr. James R. Bar- 
nett, Jr., Neenah, vice-president, and Dr. Irving E. Ozanne, 
Neenah, secretary -treasurer. 

To Prevent Blindness. The Health ment of Mil- 
waukee, acting on the urgent request of the Milwaukee Society 
for the Blind, announces that it will distribute free to the 
poor capsules containing nitrate of silver for the prevention 
of blindness of the new-born, 

Personal. Dr. Helen Binnie, Milwaukee, has been — 
tal, Wash- 


i — Dr. Rudo C. Teschan has been a nted a trus- 
tee of the Milwaukee Emergency Hospital.——Dr. Henry 
reappoi a trustee of the 


tal.— Dr. William N. Daniels has been appointed post 
master at Mossinee.— Dr. Franz Pfister, Milwaukee, an- 
nounces that he will in future limit his practice to diseases 
of the ear, nose and throat. 
In — Injured.— Dr. James W. St. John, Janesville, is 
to be seriously ill. Dr. Herbert Saylor, Merrill, is 
— after an attack of typhoid fever. — Dr. Ralph R. 
Chase, Eau Claire, fractured his leg in a runaway accident 
in Union, December 8, and is under treatment at the Sacred 
Heart Ho-pital— Dr. Harry A. Vedder, Edgar, who has been 
ill with typhoid fever, is making a good recovery. — Dr. Her- 
man E. Wolfe was operated on for appendicitis in the Luth- 
eran Hospital at La Crosse, December 3.——Dr. William F. 
Whyte, Watertown, president of the State Board of Health, 
suffered severe injury to his knee on a hardwood floor in his 


Blank, Milwaukee, has been 
hospi 


GENERAL 
Personal. Dr. Carlos Finlay, Havana, Cuba, has been 
elected a corres ing member of the Paris Academy of 
Medicine.—— Ma Clyde S. Ford, M. C., U. S. Army, who 
was operated on at Grant Hospital, 1 1 is 
reported to have recovered and resumed his duties. 


Public Health Officials Elect.At the annual meeting of 
the American Public Health Association held in Havana, 
Cuba, December 4-9, the following officers were elected: 
ident, Dr. John N. Hurty, Indianapolis, Ind.; vice- idents, 
Drs. Frederick Torralbas, Havana, and Alexander J. Douglas, 
Winnipeg, Man.; secretary, Dr. William C. Woodward, Wash- 
ington, D. C. (reelected), and treasurer, Dr. Frank W. Wright, 
New Haven, Conn 

Cotton Belt t Surgeons Hold Meeting. At the annual meet- 
ing of the Cotton Belt Surgeons’ Association held in Texar- 
kana, Ark., December 7, the following officers were elected: 
president, Dr. Warren B. De Jernett, Commerce, Tex.; vice- 

idents, for states, Drs. Oleander Howton, Osceola, Ark.; 

©. Green, Dupo, III.; Louis Abramson, Shre L.; 
William C. Curether, Mount Vernon, Tex.; and ~ F. 
Kittrell, Texarkana, Ark., for Tennessee. 

Gifts and Bequests.—The following gifts and bequests to 
3 are announced : 

The New York, Ontario and Western Railroad has given $5,000 to 
Thrall Hospital, Middletown, N. Y. 

The will of the Bensel, Atlanta, Ga., bequeaths 


0 ney bequeaths $25,000 each to 
St. Vincent's Sinai hospitals, New York 


"We will of the late Anna M. Miles bequeaths the residue of 


of her 
— in Hosptial ot the Bryn Pa.) 

The wil 1 te Henry “ockran bequeaths 0,000 
Williamsport Hospital, 
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Northwestern Meet.—The fifth annual meeting 
of the Surgical Association of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railway was held in Chicago, December 14, and the following 
officers were elected: ident, Dr. Harper M. Workman, 
Tracy, Minn.; vice-presidents, Drs. Arthur L. Wright, Carroll, 
Ia, and Asa B. Bowen, Ma uoketa, la.; secretary and treas- 
urer, Dr. John D. Andrews, Chicago, and member of the execu- 
tive committee, Dr. John W. Freeman, Lead, S. Dak. 


Death of Lannelongue.—The cable brings word of the death 
of Prof. O. M. Lannelongue of the university of Paris, presi- 
dent of the Académie de Médecine, aged 70. He became pro- 
fessor of surgical pathology in 1888 and has written a number 
— works on surgical and borderland subject, e« —— osteo- 

yelitis, and an ena se book describing 
the world in 1909 


LONDON LETTER 
(From Our Regular Correspondent) 
Lonpon, Dee. 16, 1911. 
The National Insurance Bill 


The national insurance y A has become law, but the jon 
how it will be worked by the profession, and, indeed, —— 
it will be worked at all, remains open. Protest meeti 
taking place all over the country and at several, notab ~~ 
at Manchester attended 000 doctors, resolutions to 1— 
nothing to do with the bill were carried. Much dissatisfaction 
is felt in the profession at the failure of the British Medical 
Association to obtain the insertion in the bill of the six points 

reviously described in Tne Journat. This has been increased 

the acceptance of the post of deputy-chairman of the insur- 
ance commissioners by Mr. Smith * ‘hitaker, medical secretary 
of the British Medical Association, with the approval of the 
council, At a meeting of one of the metropolitan branches of 
the association (Fulham and Chelsea) to consider this appoint- 
ment Sir Victor Horsley and other members of the council 
attended to explain why the council consented to the appoint- 
ment. Sir Victor said that when it came to a real fight the 
council thought 18 have had a man in the position 
who did not know the wishes of the profession and who would 
be hostile to their interests. It was therefore an advantage 
to have a man who represented the interests of the profession. 
A resolution demanding an early meeting of the representatives 
of the association to consider Mr. Smith Whitaker's appoint- 
ment was carried, while an amendment embodying a vote of 
confidence in the council was lost. It may be explained that 
the council is the administrative body elected by the association 
and meets fortnightly, while the representatives, each repre- 
senting a division, are the parliament of the association, and 
meet at long intervals. hostility aroused against the 
association has led to the calling of a meeting of the profession, 
— 1 1 of the association, at one of the largest halls in 
mn 1 Dr. F. J. Smith of the London — 21 Sir Watson 

and others, to consider what is called “the great 


Death of Sir Joseph Hooker 


Sir Joseph Hooker, M.D., F.R.S., the eminent botanist, has 
died at his residence, Sunningdale, in his 94th year. The son 
of Sir J. W. Hooker, professor of botany at the University of 
Glasgow and subsequently Director of the Kew Gardens, he was 
ew the most distinguished botanist of his time. As a field 

t he had an unrivaled ex 

every 
where took a medical degree in 1839. He then began a 
series of travels. In the antarctic expedition of Sir James 
Clark Ross he was assistant surgeon and botanist. For three 
years he cruised about the southern seas, visiting New Zealand, 
Fuegia, the Falkland Islands, ete.. where he gathered amid con- 
siderable hardships an enormous mass of botanical knowledge. 
On his return he was appointed botanist to the Geological Sur- 
vey of Great Britain and did some excellent work in fossil 
botany. Then he went on a long journey to the northern fron- 
tiers of India, the expenses of which were partly defrayed by 
the government. The fruits of this were embodied in several 
valuable papers. In 1855 he was appointed assistant director 
of Kew Gardens and ten years later he sueceeded his father as 
director, a position which he held until 1885, when he in turn 
was succeeded by his son-in-law Sir W. Thiselton Dyer. Other 
explored by him were Palestine, Morocco and the Rocky 
ountains, in 1877, in company with Prof. Asa Gray. He is 
perha best known to the genera blic for the part he 
pla in the birth of Darwin's * <Origha ef Specien.” Darwin 


trayal. 
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has expressed his great debt to him for his “large stores of 
knowledge and excellent judgment.” It was owing to his per- 
un ions that Darwin was induced to publish the first sketch 
of his theories which was communicated to the Linnaean Soci- 
ety jointly with a paper by Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace, who 
independently arrived at the same conclusion as Darwin. Each 
paper was sent in without any knowledge of the other. In 
1873 he attained the highest scientific honor in this country 
the presidency of the Royal Society. Among his more impor- 
tant works may be mentioned the “Student’s Flora of the 
British Isles.” “Genera Plantarum” (written with special ref- 
erence to the specimens preserved in the herbaria of Kew), 
“Flora of Australia,” and “Distribution of Aretie Plants.” 
The later two works were largely instrumental in overthrowing 
the old doctrine of the immutability of species. While to De 
Candolle the fact that the same species were to be found in 
widely dissevered localities seemed a potent argument in favor 
of their multiple origin, Hooker showed in it a proof of the 
genetic relation of the floras of which the species are com- 
ponents. His notes on the glacial phenomena of the Himalayas 
supplied material to both Darwin and Lyell, and were useful 
not only to botanists but also to geographers, geologists and 


meteorologists. 
Accident and Angina Pectoris 

One of the difficult questions as to what constitutes an, acei- 
dent under the Workmen’s Compensation Act has just been 
decided in court with the assistance of a medical referee. A 
man let down a bucket of water into a sewer, which was 
carried by the current to the next manhole, about 80 yards 
away. Then, with the assistance of a winch, he pulled back 
the bucket against the current. Before beginning this work 
he complained of pains in bis chest. After working for some 
time he st „again complaining of pain. His com- 
rades saw that he looked very ill and placed him on some 
sacks, where he died. The doctor who made the post-mortem 
examination found that except for fatty degeneration of the 
heart the man was healthy. He concluded that death was due 
to angina pectoris and that there was no reasonable doubt 
but that there was a connection between the effort exerted in 
his work and the man’s death. Evidence was given as to the 
severe nature of the work, and two physicians stated that 
there was no doubt that the strain accelerated death. But it 
was admitted that the man had had two attacks of angina 
before starting work, when there was no exertion to account 
for them. Evidence was given 4 consultant, Dr. Buzzard, 
that it was impossible to say whether the strain did or did 
not excite the attack, but in view of the fact that the man 
had had two previous attacks within a short time, independ- 
ent of exertion, and that many attacks of angina had proved 
fatal apart from exertion, he thought that the fatal attack 
in this case was independent of strain. The opinion of the 
medical referee was against the applicant. In giving judgment 
against the applicant the judge laid stress on the fact that 
before starting work the man had had two other attacks, one 
in bed and the other while going to work. 


Doctors and Certificates: Warning by the General Medical 
Council 


The general medical council has issued a warning notice 
relative to the irregular issue of certificates, because it appears 
that some physicians have given and signed untrue, misleading 
or improper certificates of various kinds. Under this class the 
council places those certificates relating to births, deaths or 
the disposal of the dead; those under the lunacy, the vaccina- 
tion and the factory acts; those in relation to children or to 
excusing school attendance; in connection with certain friendly 
societies, workmen's compensation and naval or merchant ship- 
ping: for procuring the issue of foreign office passports; and 
for exeusing attendance in courts of justice, in the publie serv- 
ices, in public offices or at ordinary employments. Any regis- 
tered medical practitioner who shall be known to have given 
any untrue, misleading or improper certificate, whether rela- 
tive to the above matters or otherwise, is liable to be adjudged 
by the council as guilty of infamous conduct in a profes- 
sional respect, and to have his name erased from the medical 
register. 

PARIS LETTER 
(Prom Our Regular Correspondent) 
Paris, Dec. 8, 1911. 
Personal 

Dr. Paul Courmont, professor of general pathology and ther- 
apeuties at the Faculté de médecine de Lyon, has just been 
appointed, at his own request, professor of experimental and 
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comparative medicine, to replace Dr. Arloing, who died last 
March. 


The Opinion of Dr. Roux on the Reform of Medical Studies 
In an interview on this subject, Dr. Roux, director of the 


Pasteur Institute, declared that the decree reorganizing med- 
ical studies mentioned in a previous letter (THe JouRNAL, 
Dec. 16, 1911, p. 2008) is far from being the great medical 
reform dreamed of, but constitutes nevertheless a step in 
advance. If it tends to develop practical instruction it will 
lead to better things. Dr. Roux considers the introduction of 
the students’ record books a good reform, but thinks that, on 
the contrary, the multiplying of examinations (there will be 
twenty-seven) is regrettable. What is necessary to limit the 
number and increase the standards of practitioners is not to 
increase the number of examinations but to render them more 
practical and more serious. The examinations should be some- 
thing quite different from a conversation between the exam- 
iner and the candidate. The clinical examination should, 
according to Dr. Roux, last several days. Pupils should be 
placed before patients and required to act as the physician in 
the presence of the professor, so that the latter may be able 
to take stock of the pupil’s real knowledge. 


Courses of Hygiene for Teachers 

Normal courses of hygiene have recently been organized 
under the auspices of the Société d’enseignement moderne and 
under medical direction. Some of these courses are intended 
for female teachers and include, beside the study of general 
hygiene, that of puericulture, the hygiene of the young girl 
and first aid to the injured and the care of the sick. These 
studies are completed by practical work done each week at 
the infant consultations of the Union maternelle parisienne. 
The other part is intended for male teachers and comprises 
more especially the study of professional, social and colonial 
hygiene. Each year in April an examination closes the series 
of lessons. The diploma for fitness for instruction in hygiene 
is conferred on students who are considered worthy of it. 
Outside of these normal courses, the section of family medical 
instruction of the Société d’enseignement moderne has organ- 
2 s — ial courses for pupils of primary schools and courses 
or ts. 


Prohibition of the Industrial Employment of Used Surgical 
Dressings 
A decree has just been issued prohibiting the use in any 
industrial workshop of all substances which have been used 
for surgical dressings. 


Disturbances at the Paris Medical School 

Since the nomination of Professor Nicolas to the chair of 
anatomy, disturbances have oceurred at the beginning of each 
school year. The complaints against the professor are trivial 
enough. The truth is that a grudge is felt against Professor 
Nicolas for being an agrégé of a provincial school (Nancy) 
and not of Paris. At any event, these troubles are serious 
enough to lead to the possible closing of the school, but this 
is a very serious measure since it would punish all the pupils 
indiscriminately. The dean, Professor Landouzy, therefore, is 
reluctant to have recourse to it. He has posted a notice warn- 
ing students that all disturbances of the peace will be sub- 
ject to disciplinary measures. Special measures have there- 
fore been taken that every rioter shall be expelled and brought 
before the council of the university. Yesterday, December 7, 
the school was occupied by municipal guards and police agents 
placed at the entrances to the school and scattered throughout 
the grand amphitheater where the course in anatomy is held. 
The professor was greeted at his entrance by hoots and whis- 
tles; seven students were arrested and taken before the magis- 
trate but were, however, immediately set at liberty and will 
have to undergo no other penalties than the disciplinary meas- 
ures of the university council. 


BERLIN LETTER 
(From Our Regular Correspondent) 
Bern, Dec. 7, 1911. 
Personal 

Professor von Wassermann, the eminent bacteriologist, has 
been appointed ordentlicher H essor, a distinction 
the more noteworthy on account of his comparative youth, 
von Wassermann having only recently reached the of 45. 
Professor Trendelenburg and Professor Siegel 3 Leipsic 
have been made honorary members of the Leipsic Medizin- 

ische Gesellschaft (medical society). 


1911 


vol. ux 
NU MBER ye 


The Bavarian Academy of Sciences has elected Professor 
Mollier of Munich a regular member, and Professor Roux of 
Halle and von Kries of Freiburg as corresponding members. 

Oberstsabarzt Professor Ziemann has resigned the charge of 
the public health service in Cameroon, Africa, on account of 
his Ith. He has recently been elected honorary member 
of the English Society for Tropical Medicine. 


Reorganization of the Berlin Municipal Public Health Depart- 
ment 


The organized profession in Berlin has officially interfered 
in respect to the proposed reorganization of the public health 
department on a new basis, described in my letter of Nov. 
2. 1911, p. 1777. After an extensive debate on the subject 
in the Geschiftsausschuss der Berliner Arztlichen Standesve- 
reine, it was unanimously voted that a salaried municipal 
medical counselor should be placed at the head of the Stadt- 
medizinalwesen. The resolution which is to be presented to 
the city administration (Magistrat) states that the creation 
of the office of medical counselor to serve merely as con- 
sultant and advisor would by no means prove a satisfactory 
solution of the problem. The medical counselor should be a 
salaried member of the Magistrat. on an equal footing with 
the other members; this is a step advised by the Stadt- 
verordnet l (city council) in a resolution 
aaopted April 27. 


Offer of the German Red Cross to Aid in the Campaign in 
Tripoli 


The German Red Cross has tendered its assistance to the 
Italian Red Cross and the Turkish Red Crescent in the present 
campaign. While the Turkish government has accepted the 
offer with grateful appreciation, the Italian Red Cross has 
declined it with the remark that the patriotic support of the 
nation enables the society to answer all the demands of the 
situation. We can only wish for the Italians that the war 
may not drag out so long and require so many sacrifices 
among their troops, that they 14 finally find themselves 
compelled to for the aid of the German society which 
they are now rejecting. 


Berlin Society for Microbiology | 

A society to discuss bacteriologic questions exclusively has 
— been founded at Berlin, although such subjects have long 

n treated also in other societies, as, for instance, in the 
German public health and hygiene associations. The Hygien- 
ische Vereinigung does not hold public meetings, but the mem- 
bers have always prized them highly, especially on account 
of the fact that Robert Koch was a member and often took 
part in the discussion. 


Means to Combat Foot-and-Mouth Disease 


The Prussian government is said to have appropriated a 
further sum for combating foot-and-mouth disease by the 
Lifer method. Professor Lifiler of Greifswald has been 
studying means to protect cattle against this disease since 
1898, but the latest experiments with his serum proved disap- 
pointing. He ascribed its failure to the fact that the doses 
were too small, and the appropriation just made is to enable 
him to carry on the experiments with larger doses. To date 
the practical application of the serum has to contend with the 
difficulty that the immunization of healthy cattle thus real- 
ized tasts only for a few weeks, while the serum is very 
expensive. It is to be hoped that the Greifswald bacteriolo- 
gist may be able to improve the method in both of these 
directions. 


Contract for Eddyite Treatment Declared Invalid 


A man contracted with an Eddyite for the treatment of 
himself and his family and paid for this $15 (60 marks). He 
became convinced that the treatment had not accomplished 
much and brought suit for the repayment of his money. The 
court sustained his plea on the ground that the contract was 
invalid, the judge declaring that it would be totally sub- 
versive of sound social conditions to permit a business of con- 
tracts in which one pow claimed to have special relations 
with God to enable him to control the health of others. The 
belief that one may by special divine gifts be able to heal 
the sick may be held in certain quarters; but the exercise of 
a trade based on the practice of prayer as a healing power 
cannot be granted the protection of the law. Resi this, 
such a trade conflicts with the interests of public health, as 
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its practice interferes with the treatment, at the right 
time, the physician, the professional or of the pub- 
lie health. Consequently, contracts such as those concluded 
between the plaintiff and the defendant are invalid in law, 
and thus the plaintiff's demand for repayment of the sum 
paid is granted. 

Arsenic in Gelatin Sold for Food 


It has been shown by an investigation instituted in the 
imperial Gesundheitsamt (health office) that arsenic may be 
demonstrated in gelatin sold for food. As is well known, the 
hides of animals before being prepared for leather and 
cially for white kid gloves, ete., are frequently treated with 
arsenic sulphid. In the imperial health office it has now been 
established that the arsenic which has been applied to the raw 
hide is not separated in the further tanning process, but at 
least to some extent passes into the finished leather. Hence it 
is to be ex that it will be found in gelatin. Tweitve 
samples from different factories contained arsenic, alt 
only in imponderable traces in some. According to the conclu- 
sion of the published in the Arbeiten aus dem Kaiser- 
lichen Gesundheitsamt, the publication is intended only to 
arouse attention for the examination of foodstuffs as to the 
occurrence of the contamination of gelatin by arsenic, and to 
incite subsequent investigation in this field and the publica- 
tion of the results of examinations. Ways and means for 
ae an end to such a condition of affairs must be consid- 


VIENNA LETTER 
(From Our Regular Ccrrespondent) 
Vienna, Dec. 12, 1911. 


A New Vaccination Institution 


A very large, modern institution for the production and 
storage of cows’ lymph for vaccination has been 
opened recently and a few interesting data concerning it may 
be given. The ground space is 2,500 square meters, or 23,000 
square feet. The laboratories are on the first floor of the 
main building, while the ground floor is occupied by a large 
apartment for public vaccination. An interesting museum is 
attached to the institution, containing objects pertaining to the 
history of vaccination, wax models showing the procedure 
itself and also that of obtaining the lymph from the cows. 
The stables for the cows or calves accommodate twenty ani- 
mals, ten in the vaccine stables and ten in the observation 
stables. Each animal is kept under strict medical supervi- 
sion, and if found not to be perfectly healthy, it is declared 
unfit for the purpose. The Vienna lymph is mixed with 
glycerin and stored on ice. The laboratory can produce 1,200 
glass tubes of lymph daily, each containing material sufficient 
for from five to twenty vaccinations, according to the skill of 
the vaceinator. The demand for vaccine is great, although 
vaccination is not compulsory in this country. Some historical 
reminiscences may be mentioned here. May 10, 1799, three 
years after Jenner's first experiment on the human body, Dr. 
De Carro, a Viennese doctor, inoculated in Vienna a child 
with lymph sent him by Pearson from London and obtained 
from an inoculated English child. The Vienna child's inocula- 
tion “took” well, and from him lymph was obtained for fur- 
ther vaccination. This human lymph (Jenner's stock) was the 
only one for many years afterward in our city. It was con- 
tinually propagated for scientific reasons, with 1 care 
by Kaposi and Widerhofer, until, in 1889, it was finally allowed 
to die out. Of course, in Vienna public vaccination has been 
done only with bovine lymph ever since it was introduced 
into medicine as the routine practice, in 1885. But Jenner's 
lymph was still vigorous ninety years after its introduction, 


The Austrian Cancer-Research Society 


The above-named society is one of our most active medical 
organizations, and, although it is not quite a year old, it has 
more than 300 members. Large sums of money are donated 
to the society because of its important aims. Thus it was 
recently bequeathed $250,000 (1,000,000 kronen) by a philan- 
thropie lady, which will be used for a cancer hospital. At 
the first general meeting of the society, a few days ago, 
the work done during the first year of its existence was 
reported on. Dr. Rosenfeld has edited “A Critical Review of 
the Cancer Statistics,” and has published “Suggestions for 
Austrian Cancer Statistics.” Professor Hartl and Dr. Smidt 
lectured on “Cancer of Household Animals.” The next scientific 


enterprise is the organization of a serologic institute which 
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will be located in the dermatologic el te Se 
and which will turn its special attention to the 
tion (Freund-Kaminer) of cancer patients whose disease 1 
been thoroughly investigated before. The main object of the 
society at present is a — for cancer patients, to be called 
the Samaritan Home. lan is nearly realized, for in the 
peneral hospital — te wards and clinics have been evacuated 
by the transfer of patients into the new buildings of that 
institution. The government has consented to permit a tem- 
porary use of two of the old wards for the purpose of observa- 
tion of curable and incurable cancer patients, for in this 
country the latter are not admitted into the hospitals. Never- 
theless, medical experience, as has been said f. 
Fraenkel, the secretary of the society, shows that the knowl- 
regarding incurability = cancer is sadly insufficient. 
Patients whose cases were L 1 rate have some- 
times survived for years the fee of life ted to them by 
medical knowledge. 


Marriages 


Grace Maret Nore, M.D., Richfield N. V., and 
Major Robert Ashton of London, England, in New York City. 

Artuur Wheaton Ive, M.D., Brainerd, Minn., to Miss Flor- 
ence Decker Millspaugh of Little Falls, Minn., December 6. 

Joux Warine Lewis, M.D., Miller’s Tavern, Va., to Miss 
Jennie May Reed of Clinton, Mass., at Manila, P. I., recently. 

Gronda Crass, M.D., Deer Lodge, to Miss 
Pauline Andrews of Marshalltown, la., December 

Artuvur ALLAN Mitten, M.D., Buffalo, N. V. — Miss Ger- 
trude Lemon of Milwaukee, Wis., December 27. 

Harry E. Isaacs, M.D., New York City, to Miss Elsie 
Lampke of Bloomfield, N. J., December 19. 

Harry R. Carson, M.D., Princeton, III., to Miss Emily 
Sarlls of Mount Vernon, III. December 20. 

Water M. Dickerson, M.D., Renick, Mo., to Miss Harriet 
Fogel of Churubusco, Ind., November 29. 

Lawrence T. Stowe. M.D., to Miss Florence Miller, both 
of Glenwood, la., at Omaha, December 7. 

Cuaries Appison M.D. to Miss Genevieve Cole, 
both of Chicago, December 20. 

Aveustus Can, M.D., to Miss Rita E. Siebold, both of 
New York City, December 16. 

Apranam IL. Levin, M.D., to Miss Bessie Goldman, both of 
New Orleans, recently. 

Grorce Ruin, M.D., to Miss Erma Weill, both of Chicago, 
December 19. 


Deaths 


John Franklin Young, M.D. Colle College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, New York City, 1868; a member of the American Med- 
ical Association; since 1884 a member of the staff of the Anna 
Jaques Hospital, Newburyport, Mass.; a member of the local 
board of health for six years; a member of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, and its president in 1896-97; for twelve years 
a member and for several terms president of the local board 
of education; a member of the consulting board of the Danvers 
State Insane Hospital; died at his home in Newburyport, 
December 3, aged 69. 

Walter E. Caril, M.D. Harvard Medical School, 1885; a 
member and once president of the Oregon State Medical Asso- 
ciation; visiting physician to the Oregon City Hospital; formeriy 
treasurer of the Oregon State Board of Medical Examiners; 
local surgeon of the Southern Pacifie System; died at his 
home in Oregon City, November 29, aged 53. 

Sydney M.D. Medico-Chirurgical . of 2 
adelphia, 1911; died in his room in — 1 mber 5, 
less than two hours after receiving his certificate of gradua- 
tion, from the effects of a gunshot wound of the head, Self- 
inflicted it is believed with suicidal intent while suffering 
from acute melancholia, aged 23. 

Ezra B. Pratt, M.D. New York — y 2 New York City, 
1869; sometime president, and trustee of the village of Fair- 
port, N. Y., and president of the board of — health 
officer of the town of Perinton since 1907; a medical cadet 
during the Civil War; died at his home in Fairport, Novem- 
ber 30, trom pneumonia, aged 66, 


DEATHS 


Oliver Fairfield Wadsworth, M. D. Harvard Medical School 
1865; a member of the American Medical Association; instruc- 
tor in r in his alma mater from 1881 to 1891; 
professor of ophthalmology from 1891 to 1898, and Williams 
professor of ophthalmology from 1898 to 1903; ophthalmic 
surgeon at the Boston Hospital since 1870; consulting surgeon 
to the Massachusetts Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary and 
Massachusetts General Hospital; formerly president of the 
American Ophthal y; of volunteers 
during the Civil War; secretary to t Boston 
Library; died at his home in Boston, November 29, from 
carcinoma, aged 73. 


. Egan, M.D. New York University, New York City, 
1846; a member of the American Medical Association and t 
first president of the Louisiana State Medical Society after 
the Civil War; a member and wy ree of the State 
Board of Medical Examiners and the State Board of Health; 
surgeon in the Confederate service during the Civil War, 
and during the last two years surgeon in charge of military 
hospitals; chairman of the Shreveport Board of Health and 
heaith officer of the city; died at the home of his daughter, 
in Mount Lebanon, La., December 15, aged 89. 


Max P. Vander H M. D. Jefferson Medical College, 1885; 
one of the gold medalists of his year; a member of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association; professor of dermatology and genito- 
urinary diseases in the University of Minnesota; consulting 
dermatologist to the — St. Barnabas, St. Mary’ „ the City 
and Northwestern hospitals; died suddenly at his home in 
Minneapolis, December 5, from heart disease, aged 49. At his 
funeral the pallbearers, both active and honorary, were mem- 
bers of the faculty of the Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. 


Renwick Hill Montgomery, M.D. New York University, New 
York City, 1887; a member of the American Medical Associa- 
tion; formerly president of the Mahoning County Medical 
Society and a member of the consulting staff of the You ae, 


town City Hospital; died at his home in Youngstown, Oc 
ieal Col of Ohio, Cincinnati, 


24, from cerebral tumor, aged 49 

John S. McGrew, M.D. Med 
1860; surgeon of the Eighty-Third Ohio Volunteer Infantry 
during the Civil War; a resident of Hawaii for forty-six years 
and known in Honolulu as the “father of Hawaiian annexa- 
tion ;” died at his home in Honolulu, November 17, from injur- 
ies received in a fall, aged 86. 


Albion Stinson Whitmore, M.D. College of Physicians and 

Su „ New York City, 1878; a member of the American 

ical Association; of Brookline, Mass.; consulting surgeon 

to the New England Peabody Home for Crippled Children and 

the Home for Aged Couples; died in the Deaconess Hospital, 
Boston, December 1, aged 59. 


Truman E. Loope, M.D. Rush Medical College, 1866; a mem- 
ber of the American Medical Association; a practitioner of 
Winnebago County, Wis., more than forty years; for fourteen 
years a member of the county board; a fruit grower of note; 
— at his * in Eureka. recently. and was buried Decem- 

ber 3, aged 6 

Gustav — Ferdinand Reinbard, M.D. University of Mar- 
burg. Germany, 1863; a member of the Medical and U 
Faculty of Maryland; one of the founders of the German 
Aged Home; surgeon in the Austro-Prussian War in 1866 and 
1867; died at his home in Baltimore, December 2, aged 71. 

Jobn Quincy Wilbur, M.D. Medical College Of the State of 
South Carolina, Charleston, 1849; of Waterloo; a member of 
the South Carolina Medical Association; a surgeon in the 
Confederate service — the Civil War; died at the home of 
his daughter in Cross Hill Township, December 4, aged 81. 


John Joseph Martin, M.D. Dartmouth Medical School, Han- 
over, N. II., 1892; chairman of the board of health and school 
physician of Beverly, Mass.; at one time assistant surgeon 
of the Eighth Infantry, M. V. N.; died at his home, October 
25, from retroperitoneal carcinoma, aged 49. 


Bishop M.D. Eclectic Medical Instityte, Cincin- 
nati, 1881; emeritus professor of nervous and mental diseases 
in his alma mater; superintendent of the MeMillan Sanitarium 
for Mental Diseases at Shepard, O.; died in that institution 
November 15, from spinal disease, aged 54 


James Franklin Gaddie, M.D. Hospital College of Medicine, 
Louisville, Ky. 1906; a member of the Kentucky State Medical 
Association; formerly of Hardy ville, Ky., but for three years 
a resident of Grandy, Mo.; died suddenly in that town, Decem- 
ber 7, from heart disease, aged 33. 
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John D. Brownell, M.D. Island College Hospital, Brook- 
lyn, 1891; a member of the ical Society of the State of 
New York, and a charter member and trustee of the Newburgh 
Bay Medical Society; for several years a member of the board 
of education of Walden and health officer of 9 vil for 
seven years; died in the New York Hospital, Decem 
from nephritis, aged 54. 

Abraham L. Miller, M.D. State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, 1888; formerly a member of the Medical Asso- 
ciation; attending physician to the Dixon (III.) Public Hos- 
pital; a member of the board of directors of Cart oy 
district surgeon of the Illinois Central = at 
home, December 11, from heart disease, aged 51. 

James Martin Rushton, M.D. Medical College of 
Augusta, 1899; a member of the South — Medical Asso- 
ciation and president of the Edgefield Coun es Medical 
Association; died at his home in Johnston, } 1 28. from 
nephritis, aged 37. 

Alfred James Inloes, M.D. Washington University, Balti- 
more, 1869; a Confederate veteran; since 1893 a member and 
secretary of the board of education of Binghamton, N. Y.; 
died in his home in that city, October 5, from cerebral hemor- 
rhage, aged 71. 

Harlan „M. D. Cleveland University of Medicine and 
Surgery, 1879; a member of the staff of the Huron Street 
Hospital, Cleveland, and t of the Maternity Home; 
died at his home in Cleveland, December 4, from heart dis- 
ease, aged 58. 

Conway Blaine Ackley, M.D. Northwestern By won Medi- 
cal School, Chicago, 1900; a member of the Colorado State 
Medical Society; formerly of Bloomer, Wis: died at his home 
in Denver, December 6, from tuberculosis, aged 34 

Laughlin O’Neal, M.D. Cincinnati College of Medicine and 
Surgery. 1876; surgeon of the 153rd Indiana Volunteer Infan- 
try during the Civil War; died at his home in Somerset, 
Ind., November 23, from senile gangrene, aged 87. 

Henry Pheips M.D. Harvard Medical School, 1881; 
a member of the staff of the Newton ( Mass.) Hospital for 
fifteen years; died at his home in West Newton, Mass., 
November 26, from heart disease, aged 51. 

Marion H. Parker, M.D. St. Louis Col of Physicians and 
Surgeons, 1891; a veteran of the Civil War; for many years 
principal of public schools in — died at his home in 
Greenville, Ore., November 29, aged 65 

Frank Thomas Vinal, M.D. Harvard Medical School, 1872; 
a member of the Massachusetts Medical Society; of Scituate; 
died in the Massachusetts General Hospital Boston, October 
11, from cerebral hemorrhage, aged 66. 

Darwin E. Brown, M.D. Col of Physicians and Surgeons, 
1898; a member of the A n Medical Association and 
physician of Albany we iy Wyo.; died at his home in Lara- 
mie, November 28, aged 4 

William Frederick — M.D. Medical Col of Ohio, 
Cincinnati, 1897; a member of the Academy of Medicine of 
Cincinnati; died in his * in that city, November 13, 
from pneumonia, 


Fielding Alexander 8 M.D. Transylvania Universit 
Lexington, Ky., 1848; health officer of Visalia, Cal., for nea y 
twenty years; died at his home in Visalia, October 5 from 
senile debility, aged 84, 

Andrew J. Mayfield, M.D. St. Louis College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, 1885; formerly of Fredericktown, Mo.; died 
at his home in Lutesville, Mo., November 11, from cerebral 
hemorrhage, aged 

Beecher B. Powell, M.D. Indiana Eclectic Medical College, 
Indianapolis, 1882; a veteran of the Civil War; died at his 
home in Logansport, Ind., November 27, from cerebral hemor- 
rhage, aged 67. 

William Henry Abernathy, M.D. Kentucky School of Medi- 
cine, Louisville, 1848; a member of the Medical Association of 
the State of Alabama; died at his home in Flomaton, Decem- 
ber 4, aged 83 

Orien Erle Ma M.D. Hahnemann Medical College, 1897; 
health officer of- Rockville, Ind.; died at the home of his par- 
ents in Indianapolis, December 2, from ptomain posioning, 
aged 37. 


James H. Manaban, M.D. Kansas City (Mo.) Medical Col- 
lege, 1898; of Enterprise, Kan.; formerly surgeon and 
city physician of Kansas City; died in Topeka, November 29, 
aged 42 
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Charles N. Branch, M.D. Castleton (Vt.) Medical Col 
1846; a member of the state legislature in 1884; died a at is 
home in Anderson, Ind., December 8, from cerebral hemorrhage, 


aged 91. 

Stephen Brown (license, Kansas, 1901); of Great Bend; for 
thirty years a practitioner of the state; died on a Santa Fe 
train near Newton, Kan., December 8, from heart disease, 


E. MacNeill, M.D. Northwestern University Medical 

„ 1878; formerly of Denver; died at the home of his 

— in Waukesha, Wis., December 3, from heart Pode 
aged 74. 

Isaac H. — ee Texas, 1900, and Oklahoma, 1905) ; 

a member American Medical Association; died at 

his home Ps F, Okla., November 18, from pneumonia, 


aged 35. 

Edward Hall, M.D. Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincinnati, 
1864; a practitioner for fifty-eight years; died at his home in 
St. Joseph, Mich., October 15, from cancer of the lip, aged 81. 

W. F. Orndorff (license, Ohio, years of practice, 1896); for 
many Years a practitioner of Sonora; died at his home in 
Zanesville, November 23, from senile debility, aged 85. 

John B. Logan, M.D. Kansas City (Mo.) Medical College, 
1882; of St. Louis, Mo.; died in the Baptist Sanitarium, St. 
Louis, November 30, from cerebral hemorrhage, aged 63. 

C. Dukes, M.D. University of Maryland, Baltimore, 
1871; of Orangeburg, S. C.; died in a hospital in Columbia, 
S. C., November 30, after a — operation, aged 61. 

Will Fred Speers, M.D. Memphis hay ae tal Medical College, 
1911; of Marmaduke, Ark.; d Paragould ( Ark.) 
Sanatorium, October 17, from ty bed fever, aged 24. 

E. M.D. American Medical College, ( Eclectic), 
St. Louis, 1875; of Nevada, Ia.; died in the lowa Sanatorium, 
Marshalltown, December 4, from nephritis, aged 62. 

William Lynn Reed, M.D. Detroit ( Mich.) Medical College, 
1872; of St. Louis; died in the Memorial Home in that city, 
December 4, from cerebral hemorrhage, aged 77. 

Otto Frank Zacherle, M.D. Jefferson Medical College, 1887; 
a member of the Med 1 Society of — died at 
his home in that city, November 6, aged 48. 

Ernest C. Scholer, M.D. Chicago Homeopathic Medical Col- 
lege, 1888; Harvey Medical College, ＋ * 1898; died at his 
home in Chicago, November 22, aged 48 

Carl G. R. Montoux, M.D. Hospital 
Louisville, 1877; died at his — in Evans vil 
ber 30, from heart disease, aged 73 

George F. Prowell, M.D. Jefferson Medical Col 
a veteran of the Civil awe died at his home in 
Pa., November II, aged 68 


George Campbell Ogden, M.D. Medical — = => Cin- 
cinnati, 1866; of College Hill, O.; died at his in College 
Hill, Cincinnati, December 2 


Benjamin | MD. University of Louisville, Ky., 
1873; of Glasgow, Ky.; died at his home near Oil City, Ky., 


November 12, aged 69. 
M.D. Michigan Homeopathic Medical 
died recently at his home in San 


of Medicine, 
„Ind., Novem- 


1871; 


Alexander C. 
College, Lansing. 1871; 
Francisco, aged 70. 

Joseph eal, M.D. Eclectic Medical Institute, Cincin- 
nati, O. 1874; died at his home in Chicago, December 9, from 
nephritis, aged 68. 

Lewis C. McFa M.D. Medical College of Indiana, 
Indianapolis, 1880; of Atlanta, Ind.; died November 13, from 
tuberculosis. 

Joseph Iddings McKee, M.D. Miami Medical College, Cin- 
cinnati, 1876; died at his home in Wilkinsburg, Pa., November 


9, aged 62 

Solomon D. Johnson, M.D. Hahnemann Medical College, Chi- 
cago, P aes died in his home in Milwaukee, Novem r 20. 
aged 5 


4 Edison Oglevee, M.D. Jefferson Medical Col 
1903; died at his home in Pittsburgh, Pa., November 
aged 33. 


Nathan T. Noble, M.D. Medical 2 of Ohio, Cincinnati, 
1869; died at his home in St. Marys, 0 

William F. M. D. University of Maryland, Baltimore, 
1876; died at his home in Baltimore, December 4, aged 57. 
Wilson McGrew (license, Indiana, 1899); died at his home 
in Clinton, November 14. 


„December 4, aged 69. 
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The Propaganda for Reform 


Ix Tuts DerartTMentT Arran Rerorts or rue 
ON PHARMACY AND CHEMISTRY AND OF THE ASSOCIATION 
LABORATORY, TOGETHER OTHER Marten TENDING 
To Alp INTELLIGENT PRESCRIBING AND TO OPPosE 
MEDICAL FRAUD ox THE PUBLIC AND ON THE PROFESSION 


OXIDAZE 
The Latest Name of the Odoriferous Sugar Cure for 
Consumption 


Most of our readers, doubtless, remember the exposés we 
have published of a special type of “consumption cure” 
humbug consisting essentially of ordinary cane sugar and some 
volatile oils. The nostrum has been sold by various individ- 
uals and under various names. To refresh the memory, 
the following recapitulation of the facts concerning the “sugar 
cure” for consumption will prove of value:“ In 1907, a con- 
sumption cure” was put on the market under the name “Hydro- 
cine.” Hydrocine—at first—was said to be a “hyper-oxidized 
hydro-carbon;” later it was referred to as an “oxidized carbo- 
hydrate.” It was analyzed by the Association’s chemists, who 
reported that they found that “each 29.5 grain Hydrocine 
tablet contains 28 grains of cane sugar and small quantities 


—— — 


OXIDAZE TABLETS 


Photographic reproduction (much reduced) of a newspaper adver- 
tisement of Oxidaze, the latest name for Getsinger's product. This 
stuff is now being sold direct to the laity. 


of volatile oils and a trace of pancreatin.” This preparation 
seems to have originated with a C. E. Getsinger who organized 
what was known as the Medical Food Company. The com- 
mercial possibilities in selling an odoriferous sugar mixture 
as a “consumption cure” apparently appealed to one Charles 8. 
Roberts, a physician of Syracuse, N. Y., who, with the help 
of Charles H. Goddard and others, incorporated the Hydrocine 
Company for the purpose of exploiting Getsinger’s “treatment.” 
Goddard, it will be remembered, was the man who organized 
the cooperative “patent-medicine” concern known as the A. D. 
S. — American Druggists Syndicate. 

Getsinger and Roberts later seemed to have had a disagree- 
ment and Getsinger marketed his own product under the name 


1. Those who want to have a more detailed account of the 
nomenclatorial evolution of this — cure” send 
4 ccuts for the pamphlet “Oxidaze 
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of “Oxydase.” Roberts changed the name of Hydrocine to 
“Oleozone” and apparently had the stuff made by the A. D. S.— 
or at least it bore the same serial number as that given the 
A. D. 8. products. 

Coincident with these changes in the name of the “hyper- 
oxidized hydro-carbon,” another concern came into existence— 
the Cowles Institute, said to be operated by one H. L. Cowles. 
This also dispensed “oxygenated products” for the cure of con- 
sumption. A little later Cowles seems to have changed the 
name of his concern to the Hemavite Company and to have 
rechristened his product, Hemavitæ.“ 

The latest change in the name of Getsinger’s product is 
“Oxidaze” put out by the American Oxidaze Company. This 
company claims to have purchased the formula of Getsinger 
who is no longer connected with the business. 

The Oxidaze concern sells its product direct to the public. 
The nostrum is recommended for tuberculosis, pneumonia, 
asthma, bronchitis, catarrh, laryngitis, whooping-cough, etc., 
and this evil-smelling mixture is said “to fortify the body 
against the invasion of all germs or infection, of whatever 
name or nature.” While most of the men connected with 
this new company seem to be laymen, one individual—its 
president—claims to be a physician, and his facsimile signa- 
ture appears on the advertising matter and the packages of 
the nostrum. This man is Eugene Howard, M.D., who asserts 
that he was graduated by the St. Louis Medical College in 
1874. The dean of this college reports that he is unable to 
find any record of a Eugene Howard having been graduate! 
by that institution. Eugene Howard is not registered in 
Massachusetts, neither has he applied for registration. 

To determine the composition of this latest form of the 
“sugar cure” for consumption so that it might be compared 
with its predecessors, an analysis of the stuff was made in 
the Chemical Laboratory of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. The chemists’ report follows: 


“The tablets received in a carton labelled ‘Oxidaze Tablets 
No. 1 Dark. A most effective remedy in the treatment of 
Tuberculosis, Pneumonia, Asthma . . ete. . prepared 
for American Oxidaze Company, Worcester, Mass.,’ are dark 
brown in color possessing a strong odor and taste of essential 
* general separation of ingredients yielded the following 
results: 

Chioroform-soluble matter 10.98 per cent. 
Water-insoluble matter. 7.86 
Water-soluble matter (by difference), 81. 81.16 per cent. 


100.00 


“The chloroform- soluble matter appears to be, at least in 
large part, a mixture of volatile oils. 

“The water-soluble portion appears to consist of sugar con 
taining some dye and a trace of potassium iodid, the latter 
amounting to 0.14 per cent. of the tablet. 

“The water-insoluble matter consists almost entirely of corn 
starch. 

“The specimen of Oxidaze tablets examined may then be said 
40 consist essentially of sugar containing a small amount of 
volatile oils, starch and a trace of potassium iodid.” 


From this analysis, it is evident that the tablets now sold 
as Oxidaze are of the same character as those formerly 
exploited as Hydrocine, The substitution of a little starch for 
some of the sugar, the addition ef a little more oil and the 
presence of a minute quantity of potassium iodid mark the 
only essential difference between the Oxidaze tablet and its 
prototype, Hydrocine. In spite, then, of its nomenclatorial 
evolution, the “sugar cure” for consumption remains just as 
worthless and just as silly as it was before it sprang new- 
born from the fertile brain of its inventor. So long, however, 
as the public clings to the old belief that any preparation that 
tastes bad and smells worse must have therapeutic value, so 
long will the J. Rufus Wallingfords of the pharmaceutical 
world continue to capitalize the hopefulness and credulity oi 
ignorance. 
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Correspondence 


Tre Plan of the Medicolegal Department of the Journal 

To the Editor :—I beg to call your attention to an error 
of omission in Tur Journat, November 18, so serious as to 
render substantially incorrect the article in which it occurs. 
Under the heading of “Validity of Provision for Medical Exam- 
ination and Treatment of Prostitutes,” you state that the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, First Department, 
holds constitutional the enactment for the medical examina- 
tion and treatment of prostitutes (Sec. 79, Inferior Courts 
Act). This is correct as far as it goes, but you fail to state 
that in June of this year, the case to which you refer, People 
ex rel, Barone vs. Fox, 129 N. X. Suppl. 646, was reversed by 
the Court of Appeals, the court of last resort in this state, and 
that the enactment referred to is, therefore, now held uncon- 
stitutional, and that the medical examinations under it have 
been discontinued since June. In giving this decision the 
court did not hand down an opinion, but reversed the Appellate 
Division on the dissenting opinion of Judge Clarke in that 
court. I speak with some authority on this subject, as I was 
the attorney for the relator in the case mentioned. 

May I further call your attention to a slight inaccuracy in 
your argument? It was never contended by the persons 
opposed to this law that the health department or other 
proper authorities should not have full power to deal with 
venereal diseases as with any other contagious or infectious 
diseases. Our contention was simply that in dealing with this 
disease they could no more isolate certain victims of it and 
subject them to special treatment, than they could isolate 
certain persons afflicted with small-pox, allowing other per- 
sons 80 afflicted to be at large. You state further “that public 
prostitution applies only to women, and every person convicted 
of public prostitution is within the act.” Our argument was 
that, although the laws of New York State recognize the exist- 
ence of the male prostitute as a criminal, yet he was not 
placed within the operation of this act. . 

Bertna Rxu naten, New York. 


[Couurxr. Our correspondent seems to misapprehend some- 
what the — of the Medicolegal Department. The argu- 
ment to which she takes exception was not ours, but that of 
the court. Tue JournaL simply states—as correctly as it 
can in the limits of the space available—what the courts say 
and decide on the point or points that are deemed of interest 
to our readers. If we have anything to say about any decision, 
we say it in the Editorial Department, or else plainly separ- 
ated by brackets from the abstract itself. 

Taking up the first point raised by our correspondent, Tue 
JouRNAL, in its Medicolegal Department, occupying approx- 
imately a page a week, gives as 1 4 possible the new 
and most important things that the higher courts are deciding 
that physicians as such, as members of boards of health, ete., 
want to know. Occasionally, practically the full opinion is 
given, although generally, even in the fuller reports, the mat- 
ter is selected and put into as readable form as it can be 
without sacrificing accuracy of statement. 

Decisions of intermediate appellate courts are treated the 
same as those of courts of last resort, when reported in the 
advance sheets for the National Reporter System, because they 
then become, for whatever they may be worth, a part of the 
recognized and available case law of the land. They have a 
certain value of their own, regardless of whether some of them 
are subsequently directly indorsed or rejected by reviewing 
courts, 

It would be 1 to try to wae Apres systematically 
of their future history. He who wants it must for that 
for each individual case in its appropriate place. The only 
exception is when the affirming or reversing decision comes to 
the attention of Tue JourNAL with something in it that at 
the time it is thought should be reported for its own sake. 

Neither are the reports in the Medicolegal Department aug- 
mented by search for, or use of, information extraneous to 
the advance-sheet or official reports from which they are pre- 


these lines, in something over a column, THe JouRNAL 

gave in its Medicolegal rtment, Nov. 18, 1911, what it 

thought its readers would most interested in from a six- 

page decision of the First Appellate Division of the Supreme 
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Court of New York in the case of 
fully, ex rel. Barone vs. Fox, 129 N. Y. S. 646, which had 
a three-page dissenting opinion attached. And at the date of 
the receipt of the above communication, a special search 
failed to show that any official or other had been re- 
ceived, or was discoverable, showing the reversal stated, 
although the memorandum report of that may come later. 

The last paragraph of the discussion in the opinion from 
which quotation criticized was made reads: “It is also claimed 
that this act relates to women only, and not to men, who are 
suffering from these diseases. But it was clearly a question 
for the legislature to say whether the public interests or the 
public health required that a woman afflicted with a venereal 


vs. Fox, or, 


disease should be treated differently from a man. But public 
prostitution only applied to women, and person convicted 
of public itution is within the act. Nor do I think this 


can be said to be an unreasonable exercise of the a 
police power 


— 


The Petition to Restore the Canteen 

To the Medical Profession of America: In Tue Joes 
of the American Medical Association, December 16, was pub- 
lished in full (but, of course, without the 275 signatures of 
leading medical men all over the country) a petition to Con- 
gress to pass the Bartholdt bill restoring the canteen in the 
Army. The petition explains fully what the canteen really is. 

My own position in the matter is this: I never place wine 
on my table on any social occasions whatever; I did not do so 
even at the weddings of my daughters and I never partake of 
it at any dinner or on other social occasions. If I had auto- 
cratie sway in America, I should nail up the doors of every 
saloon and put on them a placard “To Rent for some decent 
business”; and yet I am in favor of allowing beer (and be it 
noted that beer only would be provided in the canteen) to be 
sold to the soldiers. As a surgeon I am bitterly opposed to 
mutilating the body of any fellowman by amputating a leg, 
but when I have met with the alternative that the man must 
either lose his leg or lose his life, I have unhesitatingly sacri- 
need the leg in order to save the life. 

It is by a precisely similar course of reasoning that I have 
reached the conclusion that the canteen should be restored. As 
I have read over for some years the reports of the Surgeon- 
General of the Army I have been deeply stirred by the recent 
enormous increase in the prevalence of venereal diseases to 
nearly 20 per cent.of the army annually. In my personal relations 
as a surgeon I have known no less than five of my warm pro- 
fessional friends who have suffered from an innocent syphilitic 
infection which has destroyed their health or their lives. My 
old friend, the late Dr. Nevins Hyde of Chicago, when I was 
discussing the matter with him one day told me that he had at 
that moment seven physicians under his care for an accidental 
syphilitic infection, and he mentioned several cases of physi- 
cians of his acquaintance who had committed suicide as a 
result of such an infection, 

The wives and the children of our soldiers are much more 
subject to accidental and innocent infection than physicians. 
Many of their wives are inevitably infected either with gonor- 
rhea or syphilis and their lives made miserable and the com- 
munity deprived of healthy child-bearing women. Many of 
their children are doomed to blindness from gonorrheal infee- 
tion in the very act of birth, many of them are rendered 
less and wretched subjects of inherited syphilis; and in turn 
both father, mother and children may infect others. 

When I read in the North American Review of March, 1911, 
an article by the Hon. James . Blount summarizing and col- 
leeting much of this information, | was not content simply to 
raise my eyes to Heaven and piously sigh “What a dreadful 
state of affairs!” and go to sleep; but I asked myself at once 
“What is my duty as a citizen, a surgeon, and a Christian 
toward the men in the Army, toward their wives and children, 
and toward the community!“ 

After thinking the matter over very carefully and again 
referring to the Surgeon-Gieneral’s Reports, I concluded that 
there was laid on me a duty to try to influence Congress to 
repeal the bill prohibiting the sale of beer in the Army posts 
and that the most powerful influence I could bring on Congress 
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would be a petition from medical men alone and based on 
medical grounds. Accordingly I drew up the petition that is 
published in Tue JouRNAL and sent it to a number of medical 
men all over the country. 

| selected them from lists of our various national societies 
as men of unusual prominence and influence in their communi- 
ties. I sent them a copy of the petition with a request to 
read it carefully and, if they approved of it, to sign it. A 
number, of course, neglected it entirely, some, I happen to 
know, from absence, illness and other causes. 

I have received 278 signatures, three too late to be included 
in the petition. I have received only three refusals to sign: 
one because of want of information, a second because that 
correspondent’s brother had died as a result of dissipation, the 
last because the third correspondent was opposed in toto even 
to the use of beer, no matter what the consequences in other 
respects might be.* 

The verdict, therefore, of the profession at large, it seems 
to me, is very clear. Our petition referred only incidentally 
to the benefits of temperance, which we all would approve, to 
the diminution of the number of desertions and courts-martial 
for infractions of discipline which certainly would be dimin- 
ished by the restoration of the canteen. Our main plea was a 
purely surgical and humanitarian one, viz., the alarming 
increase of venereal diseases and their results to the soldier, 
his wife and children and to the community and the nation. 
On these points we speak “with authority and not as the 
scribes” and Pharisees, 

To my mind the alternative is simply this: Reestablish 
the canteen in which simply beer may be sold, and sold under 
supervision of the military officers of each post; or, on the 
other hand, abolish the canteen and drive our soldiers to the 
vile saloons just outside the military reservations, resorts, 
which are brothels as well as saloons, where the soldiers are 
supplied with the vilest kinds of whiskey, not seldom drugged, 
robbed of their scanty pay, and infected with either gonor- 
rhea or syphilis, which in turn they transmit to their wives 
and children, and it may be to others who are entirely inno- 
cent, 

Between these two alternatives any sensible man, it seems 
to me, cannot hesitate which one to choose. 

Before I took any step in this matter I carefully counted 
the cost to myself. I knew that I should be misrepresented, 
that I should be abused and possibly even that my motives 
might be assailed. The above statement as made to my col- 
leagues of the profession is the absolute truth from beginning 
to end. I accept the consequences. 

If you, my colleagues, approve of the stand taken in the 
petition, I hope that you will write immediately to your 
representative and your senator, and to any other in either 
house of Congress whom you may know, or on whom you can 


* My attention has deen called to the fact that this ＋— 
may produce the erroneous Impression’ in the minds of some readers 
that not many more than ei petitions were sent out, of which only 
three were returned with a refusal to sign. I, therefore, went over 
the list of those to whom the petition was sent and found that 484 

sent out, 251 were retu as ment in the letter, 
leaving 203 from whom no word was receiv non-signers 
should be divided into four classes: 

1. 4 who approve of the petition but did not wish to be 
drawn into the controversy or to be annoyed, attacked, and even 
ostracized, especially in communities where t local anticanteen 

as 7 pronoun ing by the results of the known 
returns (278 3). it is my opinion that these may be set down as 
over one-half of the 203. 
. Those who did not —— of the petition but also preferred 
= ‘to be drawn into the con controversy. 
* 22 indifferent, many of whom very possibly did not even read 
t tion 


and considerable number were starting for their summer 
While writing this footnote one of the June petitions has 
on y signed, making, therefore, 282 heard from and 202 


belonged to each of these four — I do not know. 
May 1 aad also the closing 2 General 
Wood's annual report, just tene “It ts the on consensus of opinion 
in the Army that the canteen « be reestablished. This opinion 
is 4 in by the undersigned.” 
This is the judgment of an army officer who is a physician as well, 
and one 
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exert any influence, and that you will especially write to the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs of the House 
and also the chairman of the same committee of the Senate. 
Public opinion rules in America and while there are undoubt- 
edly a number of members of either house of Congress who 
may be afraid of the bitter assaults that would be made on 
them by the ultratemperance advocates of the country, I 
believe that there are enough men of independent sound judg- 
ment in each house of Congress who will vote conscientiously 
and in accordance with their sincere convictions after careful 
investigation of the subject. More than this we cannot ask. 
Less than this we should not be willing to accept. 

W. W. Keen, 1729 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


The Subperitoneal Plexus 

To the Editor:—I note, in an abstract in Tur Journat 
(Dee. 16, 191], p. 2034) of Gobiet’s article on “Thrombosis of 
Mesenteric Arteries and Veins” (Wien. Elin. Wehnschr., xxiv, 
45), the sentence: “A spontaneous cure is possible if the 
obstruction occurs so slowly that a collateral circulation can 
develop.” 

I do not think it is generally known, because not generally 
taught or referred to in the text-books, that in occlusion of 
these vessels a collateral circulation with spontaneous cure 
may be established. According to Da Costa, this occurs in 
about 5 per cent. of cases. 

Sir William Turner, in 1863 (Brit. and For. Med. Chir, 
Rev., 1863, xxxii, 222), demonstrated the existence of what 
he named the “subperitoneal arterial plexus,” which communi- 
cates, on the one hand, with the arteries of the abdominal 
viscera, and, on the other, with the arteries of the different 
parts of the abdominal wall, such as the phrenic, intercostals 
and lumbar. In regard to the vessels which we are consider- 
ing, he states: “It [this plexus] passed downward between 
the folds of the mesentery, reaching as far as the coils of 
small intestine and communicated with the branches of the 
superior mesenteric artery.” 

Six years later, Dr. John Chiene (Jour. Anat. and Physiol., 
1869, iii, 65) described in detail a case of complete oblitera- 
tion of the celiac and mesenteric arteries, the viscera receiving 
their blood-supply through this subperitoneal arterial plexus. 
This patient had died of paralysis, the result of a large aneu- 
rysm which extended from the bifurcation of the aorta upward 
to the crossing of the left renal vein. Although the branches 
of the celiac and mesenteric arteries were fully injected, the 
main trunks were completely obliterated at their origins, the 
obliteration in each ease extending to the first branch. They 
were plugged by organized clots. In the case of the celiac 
axis a plexus connected the left phrenic and pancreaticoduod- 
enal with the renal and suprarenal arteries. In the case of the 
mesenteric vessels, their branches were filled through the 
superior hemorrhoidal, which equaled the size of the femoral, 
and inosculated below with the internal iliacs, and above 
with the left and middle colic arteries. The last dorsal inos- 
culated with the ileocolic, and the lumbar arteries with each 
other and with the ileolumbar and circumflex iliac arteries. 

Thus, contrary to prevailing statements, these arteries are 
not end-arteries, as are those of the brain, but may, under 
favorable conditions, form efficient functional inosculations. 

It seems to me that our forefathers had something on us 
in blood-letting, an art which has fallen into innocuous desue- 
tude. Following along the lines of thought in this letter, 
while in the case of the thrombosed vessels the interest may 
be more academic than practical, yet it becomes purely practi- 
cal when we see relief follow generous wet cuppings of the 
loins in nephritis, enteritis and other conditions that are reas- 
onably amenable to such therapy. 

Penn G. In., Philadelphia, 


Cellular Emphysema in Obstetric Cases 
To the Editor :—In Tux Journar for July 22. p. 285, is the 
report, by Dr. Siegelstein, of a case of emphysema during 
labor, and an editorial note refers to the rarity of the affec- 
tion. I refer you to a case reported by myself to the Ohio 
0 


i 
not receive the petition or received it so late that they thought it 
useless, The early copies of the petition were sent out just as many 
were starting for Denver and Los Angeles to the meetings of the 
American Surgical Association and the American Medical Associa- 
tion 
7 holid 
reach 
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Co. (W. Va.) Medical Society in 1908, and recorded in the 
Weat Virginia Medical Journal of March, page 315, as follows: 

Dr. Jepson reported a recent case of subcutaneous emphy- 
sema in a primipara after a hard labor, the only case of this 
very rare kind he had met with in forty years’ practice. 
Immediately after the child was delivered the patient ex- 
claimed: ‘Oh, I am choking!’ and examining for the cause the 
doctor found the cheeks and the neck and shoulders on a line 
with the clavicles, greatly swollen. This swelling was at once 
found to be due to the of air in the subcutaneous tis- 
sues. A soft crepitation exactly like that felt in a fresh lung 
was present all over the area named. But few works on 
obstetrics allude to this as the result of hard voluntary efforts 
of the patients, although this and other hard expulsive efforts 
are recognized as causes. 

“Only two methods of bringing about this peculiar condi- 
tion are named, aside from the well-known cases following 
traumatism, especially rib fractures. One is, that during the 
violent ve efforts of the parturient woman rupture of 
the air cells of the lungs occurs, the air escaping first into 
the interlobular tissue, thence by the root of the lung to the 
mediastinum, and then to the loose tissue about the root of 
the neck and on indefinitely. Death has occurred from inter- 
lobular emphysema. The other explanation is, that there may 
be an ulcer of the trachea, or other solution of continuity 
within the mouth or below it, and the air is forced into the 
cellular tissue by the patient’s violent bearing-down efforts. 
The doctor failed to find the latter in the case reported, 
although he searched for it. He said that an English physi- 
cian—name forgotten—had suggested that this condition might 
be voluntarily brought about by a person in the water, and 
thus drowning be prevented, by cutting the mucous membrane 
of the buecal cavity.” 

I may add that the emphysema in this case disappeared in 
a day or two, no remedy being used except gentle rubbing. 

S. L. Jepson, M.D., Wheeling, W. Va. 


Queries and Minor Notes 


ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATIONS will not be noticed. Every letter 
must contain the writer's name and address, but these will be 
omitted, on request. 


FULGURATION IN CANCER 

To the Editor Please refer me to seme literature the subject 
of fulguration in the treatment of cance 

Answer.-—The our will be 
of interest to others, use of the newspaper publicity whic’ 
has been given to this subject through the visit to this country 
of Dr. De Keating-Hart, of France. He has visited New York, 
Montreal, Philadelphia and other cities, and has demonstrated 
his method. In brief it may be described as a treatment by 
burning with an electric spark. He calls it “fulguration”, 
from the Latin word for “lightning”. The spark is passed 
through sterilized air to cool it. The spark is said to act on 
the tissue on which the cancer grows without destroying the 
tissue, but nevertheless preventing recurrence. We express 
no opinion on the value of the procedure. Those who wish 
further information can consult any of the following articles: 


De Keating- 8 Fulguration and Its Results Compared with 
ther Met of Cancer Therapy, Interstate Med. 
our., dune, 


910. 
De ‘Hart — S.: Electricity in Treatment of Can- 


cer, Méd., July 30, 1907. 
Venus, : 1 ple des Carcinoms. Sammel-Referat, 
Centralbl. Grenzgeb. 4 Med. u. — 1910. — 747. 
MacKee, G. M.: Fulguration— The 1 App ion of a Current 
of High-Frequency by Means of a Pointed Metailtc Electrode — 
A. : requency Cytoly an Fulguration 
Cancer, Med. Press and ay e 2, 1909. 
Buerger, I., and Wolbars L.: 425 Treatment of 
Papillomata of the Riad. New York io Oct. 29, 
1910; abstr. in Tue Joux, Nov. 12, 1910, 1759. 
fesne Acco to Keating. Hart. Manchen. 


w iguration 
med, March 17, 1908 

Abel: rar for Fulguration Treatment, Deutsch med. 
Wehnse 

Dese Fulguration, Me. 


tor Keating- Hart's 
— 


ner. F. 
Klin. June 14, 125 


QUERIES AND MINOR NOTES 


2157 
Schultze, K. 
Oct. 27. 19. 


ae 27, 1209. 
P.: dreatment of Cancer by Fulguration, Presse méd., 
Mare 
ry, V.: Fulguration and Radium Emanation in Cancer, Arch. 
Chir.. 190%, xe, No. 1. 
Nieuwenhuyse. Ex xperime vital Research on Action of High- 
Frequency Electric Currents, Arch. . =. Chir., 1909, xc. No. 3. 


Richter, A.: Fulguration in Gynecol . med. Wehnachr., 
fers 26, 1910. abstr. in Tun Jov bate June 4, 1910, | . 1912. 
Telemann, W.: The High-Frequency Electric Current in Medicine, 


Deutach. med. 1. 
Treatme ach. med. Wehnachr., Nov. 
2, 1911; abstr. in 7 Tur JourRnaL, Dec. 9, 1911. p. 1953. 
roy, V..and Caan, A.: Treat t of Cancer with Radio- 
$e ve Substances, iar Actinium, Manchen. med. 


1 
Berg, J.: Fulguration | in Thirty-Two Cases of Cancer, Nord. Med. 
12 nuit st surg. . No. 3; abstr. in Tur Journal. Aug. 6, 
Werner, k., and Caan, A. Temporary Eventration of Intra- 
for Roentgen-Ray Examination and Treat- 
Wehnachr.. March 14, 1911; abstr. in 

THe April 22, p. 1231. 
Caan, A.: — Electric and Treat - 
— Wehnachr., June 6, 1911; abstr. 

in 1 Tur — July 15, 1911, p. 255. 


TUBERCULOUS GLANDS OF THE NECK 


To the Editor:—Kindly outline the present views T 
held regarding the treatment of tuberculous stands of of t neck. 
Som d. so far as possible, 


ily 
e surgeons recommend pt and, ele 
extirpation of all the glands in the region, 2 partial excision 


or incision, others tuberculin treatment without surgery. 
method to be preferred to another 111 what principles are to ‘guide 
the general practitioner in choice of treatment? L. 

Answer.—In children, — lymphadenitis tends to 
remain localized and to break down early to form a 
In this form of the disease incision of the abscess with subse- 
quent drainage, combined with general hygienic measures, will 
usually effect a cure. In some instances a sinus may persist 
after drainage, necessitating removal of the diseased glands. 

In adults both the superficial and deep lymph-nodes may 
become infected and the tendency is — of the entire 
chain of lymph. nodes. Most surgeons advise, in these cases 
of extensive tuberculosis of cervical lymph- + 
removal of all the nodes. The primary mortalit low, and 
the nodes may be entirely removed. Some advise N. X 
but the results from this treatment are not nearly as sure and 
the treatment must be continued for a long period of time. 

In adults in whom there is a tendency to localization and 
caseation a conservative operation may be advisable. 
is not the tendency im the adult as in the child, however, 
— tuberculous lymphadenitis to remain localized and suppur- 
ative. 


TREATMENT OF HYPERTENSION 


To the Editor:—In Tur Jovrnat, December 2, Dr. William RB. 
Snow of New York, in disc ussing Dr. Visscher's Ir on on “The Treat- 
ment of Chronic Hypertension,” says that “the d'Arsonval method . 
of — A hypertension L. A — the greatest boons to humanity.” 

format —4 this method, or state where a 
full descri 2882 of it can bef foun 
J. H. Howes, Welland, Ontario. 


Answer.—The d’Arsonval method of treating hypertension 
is the same as the treatment with high-frequency currents or 
autocondensation, which is mentioned by Dr. Snow. A 
description of this method * be found in works on medical 
electricity and especially in “High-Frequency Currents in the 
Treatment of Some Diseases,” by Chisholm Williams b- 
lished by Rebman, New York). The method is a od by 
several writers on the treatment of arterioscle ma 


BITES OF SNAKES, SPIDERS AND OTHER NOXIOUS 
CREATURES 


To the Editor:>—In answer to an inquiry in Tur Journal (Sept 
30, 1911, p. 1133) with reference to spider bites, = 
have in Southern California a small black spider wi h red spots on 
— — found in outdoor closets and — — Latrodectus 


“The bite of this spider causes little if any local pain or 2 
but within five or ten minutes after being bitten the patient 
that the muscles the abdomen become very tense and he Bn 
very nervous. In some cases the short muscles of the thighs become 
involved. The recti of the abdomen are t muscles ry 
involved and the patient complains of feeling as though t 
1 pulled from their attachments. 

have seen two cases; the spasm of the muscles lasted about 

* 1 hours and was not relieved by a quantity of morphin 
sufficient to distress. Reference may be had to 
California Pract., 1895, x, 451; 1897, i. 169, and 1 vi, 291, 
for other articles. II. A. A Riverside, Cal. 


TWouoD, M. D., 


A.: Courants de fréquence et action ouloplasique, 
Cc 
Cc 


— — 
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VALUE OF CHOCOLATE AND COCOA 

To the Editor:—Will you kindly advise me of the views of 
authorities on the food value of chocolate and cocoa, and whether 
or not they contain any injurious alkaloids. 

A. O. Squine, New York. 

Answer.—The food value of chocolate and cocoa depends 
chiefly on their content of carbohydrates and fat. Cocoa con- 
tains about 15 per cent. of nitrogenous matter, but this is not 
all of a nutritious character. The amount of fat varies 
greatly, since a considerable portion of it is removed in the 
process of preparation for use as food. In the native cocoa it 
amounts from 45 to 50 per cent. If we estimate the carbo- 
hydrates and nit material in red cocoa at 25 

r cent. and the fat at 25 per cent., the nutritive value of 

00 gm. of cocoa would be approximately 325 calories. As the 
amount commonly used for a cup of the beverage is about 
5 gm., the nutritive value due to the amount of cocoa in the 
cup would be about 16 calories. 

Chocolate contains 15 per cent. of fat, 5 per cent. of nitrog- 
enous substance and about 60 per cent. of sugar. The nutri- 
tive value of 100 gm. of chocolate would therefore be approx- 
imately 410 calories. If 5 gm. of chocolate be used to make 
a cup of the beverage, the nutritive value of the chocolate 
employed would be approximately 20 calories. 

he basic substance contained in cocoa and chocolate. is 
theobromin or dimethyl-xanthin, a substance related to uric 
acid. It is a slight stimulant to the nervous system and an 
active stimulant of the heart and muscles. It is also an 
active diuretic. It stimulates the nerves less than caffein and 
hence the beverages which contain it are less disturbing than 
coffee. The amount of theobromin ordinarily taken is so 
small that its physiologic action is insignificant. Long-con- 
tinued use, however, is said to be liable to produce 
disturbances, 


PAPYRACEOUS FETUS 


To the ERditor:—Mre. 0. B. 
after an uneventful 28 


usua 
periphery, which resembled calcification, I made a closer examina- 
jon, and on opening the sac found it to be a case + erase 
fetus. The fetus was apparently of between three and four months’ 


ex a slight 
the full-time child. JaMes F. E. Cogan, 


Medical Economics 


Tuts DerarTMENr EMBODIES THE or Post- 
GRapvaTE Work, Contract Practice, 
MepicaL aND OTHER MEDICOLEGAL AND 
Economic QUESTIONS OF INTEREST TO PHYSICIANS 


MORE GOOD WORK IN BUNCOMBE COUNTY 

We recently coms ented on' the excellent work done by the 
Buncombe County (N. C.) Medical Society and commended it 
to the attention of other county societies. Evidently the 
physicians of this county realize their duty to the public and 
to the profession, and are as active in promoting good health 
conditions as they are in driving out swindlers and fakers. 
In the December number of the Bulletin of the North Caro- 
lina Board of Health is an article by the secretary on What 
the County Medical Societies are Doing as Organized Forces 
for Their Countries.” The entire article is worthy of careful 
reading by all interested in county society work, and only 
lack of space prevents its reproduction in full. The secretary 
of the State Board of Health says that he wrote to the secre- 
tary of each county society, asking for a report on the health 
activities of the society. After stating that only seven of 
the sixty-nine county societies replied, the article continues: 


“One of the many striking sayings of ex-Governor Aycock, 
in his effective campaign for better educational facilities and 
visions in North Carolina, was with reference to our state 
ug. then, with the single exception of South Carolina, the 
most illiterate state in the Union. When he called attention 
to this fact he always said, “Thank God for South Carolina.’ 
And so, in calling attention to the fact that only seven of 


1. Tur JowRnxat A. M. A. November 4, pp. 1543, 1553. 


sixty-nine county societies even took notice of our letter, and 
only two of the seven report any definite work, we feel when 
we come to a real live county medical society, one that has 
cooperative power, knows how to use it, and things, like 
saving, Thank God for Buncombe.’ 

“We herewith append the questions and answers as given by 
the Buncombe County Medical Society : 

. I. Does your county medical society, as an organiza- 
tion, consider that it is under any special obligation to the 
cause of public health? 

“A. 1. Yes, and we live up to our obligation as we see it. 

“Q. 2. What definite work has your county medical society 
in 9 for the cause of public health? 

“A. 2. immediate work we have on hand at this time 
is through a committee of five to bring pressure to bear on 
the county commissioners to get them to employ the county 
health officer for all his time. We are constantly alert for 
anything we can do to advance the interests of the public 
health by the education of the people, by the passage of new 
laws, and in any and every other way that may present. 

“Q. 3. What definite work has your county medical society 
accomplished for the advancement of public health in your 
county or state? 

“A. 3. 1. Th Dr. J. A. Burroughs, deceased, as chair- 
man of the committee, our society secured the passage of an 
anti-expectoration ordinance. This was the first ordinance of 
the kind to be passed by any municipality, and it has been 

ied throughout the world. 

“2. Securing the passage of an ordinance making tubercu- 
losis a reportable disease. 

“3. Securing the passage of an ordinance requiring the fumi- 

tion of rooms by the board of health that have been vacated 

vy persons suffering with tuberculosis, with a penalty for 
using the rooms until they have been so fumigated. These 
laws are enforced, too, and while the physicians of the town 
generally cooperate with the health department, it may not be 
amiss to state that more than one physician has been prose- 
cuted for failing to report contagious diseases. 

“4. Securing the passage of an ordinance requiring milk and 
dairy inspection, and the tuberculin testing of all cows furnish- 
ing milk to Asheville. Dr. C. V. Reynolds was health officer 
at this time and took a very active part in — s- 
sage of the milk and dairy inspection ordinance. . M 
and Dr. Reynolds were the committee from the Buncombe 
County Medical Society. 

“5. Dr. C. P. Ambler was chairman of the committee that 
fought for several years through the city council and th 
the legislature for the passage of a meat inspection law rigidly 
enforced, the equal of any city. 

“6. In the fall of 1905 the Buncombe County Medical Society 
began the study of the life-cycle and habits of the house - fly. 
and on March 6, 1906, secured the passage of an ordinance 
requiring that proper manure bins be built in connection with 
every stable, and that the manure be removed without the 
city once in every seven days. Mr. L. M. McCormick, who is now 
connected with our health department, lectured before the 
society on the house-fly, and conducted the campaign against 
the house-fly during the summer of 1906. The ordinance was 
passed with the understanding and agreement with the board 
of health and the committee from the medical society that 
the board of aldermen would not appropriate any money for 
the fly campaign. Dr. C. V. Reynolds, who was at the time 
health officer, secured enough money by subscription, a large 

rt of which came from the members of the Buncombe County 

edical Society, to conduct the campaign during that summer. 

“7. The Buncombe County Medical Society, in connection 
with Dr. C. V. Reynolds, health officer, and the board of health, 
secured the passage of an ordinance making typhoid fever a 
reportable disease. 

“8. The Buncombe County Medical Society secured an appro- 
priation of $5,000, half of it from the city and half from the 
county, to establish an isolation hospital to be conducted in 
connection with the Asheville Mission Hospital. This, how- 
ever, failed of establishment because the board of managers of 
the Asheville Mission Hospital turned the proposition down. 

. In 1906 a committee from the Buncombe County Med- 
ical Society, with Dr. L. B. MeBrayer as chairman, acting 
through the State School Book Commission, secured the aldi- 
tion of a chapter, being Chapter 13 of Book Two of Lippin- 
cott’s Physiology on the prevention of tuberculosis. This 
chapter was published only in the books sold in North Caro 
lina. The Florida State Board of Health in its bulletin last 


year complained because the publishers did not publish this 
chapter in the books used in 


——„V 
„ on the eventing of aug, 25, 1911, 
e birth to a full-time, living child. 
age, as is customary with me, I took 
the placenta.in my hands to ascertain if any part of it had been 
gestation and entirely mummified. At no time duri pregnancy 
were there any symptoms of death of fetus, as pains or 1—— 
Philadelphia. 
i 
| 
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“10. Our society has a committee on legislation. 
who rate at all times with the committee on legislation 
and public policy from the state medical society in the furth- 
erance of the aims of the said state medical society through 
its committee, and makes a specialty of thoroughly informing 
members of the legislature from this county on matters relat- 
ing to public health that will be presented to the next session 
of the legislature. 

“11. Our society has a committee to look after illegal prac- 
titioners, and have recently chased out of the city some fakers 
styling themselves as ‘Radio-Active Doctors.’ 

“12. In connection with the health officer, Dr. C. V. 1 2 
nolds, and the city board of health, our society secured 
erection of a small-pox hospital by the city and county. 

“13. In the recent imbroglio between Secretary Wilson, 
Solicitor McCabe and Dr. Harvey Wiley, our society sent 
President Taft a telegram urging him to give the matter care- 
ful consideration, and affirming our in the 
ability and thorough honesty of Dr. Wiley. 

“14. Our society agitated the establishment of a m 
laboratory by the health department for some time, and 
recently seen an appropriation of $500 made for the purpose 
of further equipping the ** 

“15. In 1885 our society, through Dr. H. B. Weaver, secured 
the passage of the first law in the United States it 
a misdemeanor to practice medicine without a license. 
bill was drawn by Dr. Weaver and the Hon. H. A. Gudger, 
who was at that time state senator but who is now judge 
of the Supreme Court in Panama. In the year 1889 the legis- 
lature passed a law allowing any physician from any state 
who was practicing medicine prior to the passage of our law 
in 1885, to register his diploma and thereby become a legal 
practitioner in this state. At the next session of the Jegisla- 
ture our society, through Dr. W. P. Whittington, secured the 
repeal of this law. Our society sent him to Raleigh and paid 
his expenses. The committee on legislation and public policy 
of the state medical society, advised him that the above- 
mentioned law could not be and advised him strongly 
that he do not attempt it. However, he went to work and 
secured the repeal of the law without any trouble; likewise 
without any assistance on the part of the committee from the 
state medical society. 

“16. The gravity line, which is now the pride of our city, 
was advocated in one of the sessions of the medical society 
long before it was ever considered seriously by the board of 
aldermen, at which time Dr. C. P. Ambler had an option on a 
large part of the property now owned by the city as a water- 
shed and offered to turn the same over to the city. 

“17. The Appalachian Forest Reserve was frequently dis- 
cussed in our society meetings, the main idea, of course, being 
the protection and conservation of the potable waters of our 
nation. A committee was appointed with Dr. C. P. Ambler 
as chairman, and the activities of Dr. Ambler along this line 
were perhaps solely responsible for the widespread attention 
that the subject has received and the culmination of the idea 
which now seems to be in sight. 

“18. The matter of sick people, especially tuberculous \ 
handling breadstuffs, meats, ete., for the retail trade was 
cussed at length, Dr. C. P. Ambler mentioning a specific case, 
with the result that proceedings for damages were instituted 
against Dr. Ambler by the party so —_— with the final 
result that Dr. Ambler won out and the complainant had to 

y the cost. 

“All of which is respectfully submitted. 

L. B. McBrayer, 


Committee Buncombe County Medical Society.” 


POSTGRADUATE COURSE FOR COUNTY SOCIETIES 
General Subject for the Month: Fractures and Dislocations 
Fifth Month—First Weekly Meeting 
ANATOMY OF BoNES 
Classify bones as to shape. General structure of bone. (a) 
Physical, (b) chemical properties of bone. Demonstrate 
fresh specimen. Periosteum and its functions. Cancellous 
structure. Nutrient blood-vessels. Influence on location of 
suppurative or tuberculous degenerations. Lymphatic ves- 

sels, Distribution. Nerve supply of bone. 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
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Histotocy or Bone 
Haversian system, its canals, lacune, canaliculi, ete. Contents 
of each. Demonstrate microscopic sections. Development 
of bone. Ossification in membrane. Ossification in car- 
tilage. 
ANATOMY OF JOINTS 
Synarthrosis, amphiarthrosis, diarthrosis; subdivisions of each. 
Structure of true joints; articular surfaces, articular car- 
tilages, capsular and accessory ligaments, synovial mem- 
brane, synovial fluid, synovial fringes, intra-articular liga- 
ments. Blood-vessels, lymphatics and nerves of joints. 
Fixation of joints by ligaments, muscles, cohesion and 
atmospheric pressure. 


DISLOCATIONS 


— Compound, complicated, multiple, 
and incomplete, traumatic, pathologic, congenital, ancient 
or unreduced, recurrent, spontaneous. 

EttoLocy: Predisposing causes, anatomie peculiarities, age, 
sex, occupation; exciting causes, indirect or direct vio- 
lence, muscular action. 

Patno.ocy: Injury to ligaments and capsule, injury to bone 
and cartilage, to blood-vessels, to nerves. 

TREATMENT: Anesthetic, reduction; obstacles to reduction, 
portions of capsule, muscle, tendon, bone. 


Stimson: Fractures and Dislocations. 

Scudder : Treatment of Fractures. 

Keen's Surgery, vol. il. 

American Practice of Surgery, Bryant and Buck, vol. Hi. 

Reck: Fractures. 

Cotton: Dislocations and Joint Fractures. 
' Ashhurst: Fractures of the Elbow. 

Text-Books on surgery: Da Costa, International Text-Book. 
Fowler, Mumford, Wyeth, Park. 


The Public Service 


Medical Department, U. S. Army 
Changes during the week ended Dec. 23, 1911. 


McAlister, John A., Jr., dental surgeon, December 14, reported for 
duty at Jefferson — 


for tem 


Jan. 5, 1012. 

Feely, James F., acting dental surgeon, December 18, relieved from 
duty at Fort Slocem, -y 

Sherwood, Charles ur acting dental surgeon, December 18, relieved 
from duty at Columbus Barracks, Ohio, and ordered to presidio of 
Monterey, Cal., for duty. 

Bowman, M. II., M. k. C., December 18, leave of absence extended 
one month. : 

Crosby, William D., leut. colonel, December 18, granted two 
months’ leave of absence. 
majes, December 18, ordered, in addition to his 


Fauntleroy, PF. C., 
other duties, to perform the duties of surgeon at the Soldiers’ Home, 


—— 
Feren 8 Themes I., ent., December 19, relieved from duty 
at Fort Des hioines, tows, and ordered to Fort Sill, Okla., for duty. 
Bayley, Edmund W., M.R.C., December 19, relieved from duty at 
Fort Sill, Okla., and ordered to Fort Leavenworth, Kan., for duty. 
Hill, Eben C., Heut, December 19, ls ordered to report in in Pg 
to Major-General William H. 2 U. 


Ss. Arm 
— board at Washington, C., for 1 by the 2 
Frank II. 
Oglethorpe, Ga. 


Medical Corps, U. S. Navy 
16, 1911. 
Ryder, E., „ detached from the naval hospital, 
Naval BS aden an and ordered to duty at the naval hos- 
I. Puget Sound, W 


Stone, E. P., — 2 inspector, ordered to the naval hospital, Las 
Animas, Colo., for treatment. 


with the reserve t division, navy-yard, Charleston, 8. C., and 
ordered to duty at the naval „Naval Home, Ph phia. 
Gil „. . surgeon, de from the Des Moines and 
ordered to age 4 Da«ota. 


from the Nashville ans 


— 
a REFERENCE BOOKS FOR THE FIFTH MONTH 
II. B. Weaver, 
C. V. REYNOLDS, 
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— detached from the North Dekota and 
12 naval howpital, Ne New York. 
ao Se ached from the Ohio and ordered 


te the Nash 
* 9 ' surgeon, ordered to duty at the naval hospital, 
Canacao, P. I. 
Changes during the week ended Dec. 23, 1911. : 
Cottle, G. . 1 surgeon, commissioned passed assistant sur- 
geon from Oct 1911. 
Williams, G. R. and Noble, D. H., P. A. surgeons, commissioned 
surgeons f from (Oct. 12. 1911. 
Dorey, H. F. A. detached from the naval hospital, 
Pog 11 nd. Wash.. red home to 
son, 


as 

surgeon of the flect a — 411 44 to await orders. 

Lowndes, C. H. I. medical inspector, detac the navy 
recruiting station, Baltimore, and ordered — 1 on board the 
Saratoga as fleet surgeon of the Asiatic fleet. 

Warner P. surgeon, detached from the New York 
Nautical 2 Ship 33 December 26, and ordered to the 

Cole, HI. W. F. A. surgeon, detached from the Yenkton and 


to orders. 
Cottle, G. F., F. A to duty at the naval hospital, 


surgeon, ordered 
training st thon. North Ch In. 

December” 24, ‘and ordered to duty at the naval hespital 


t Sound, 
we wn. P. A. surgeon, orders of November 9 revoked. 


Medical Education and State Boards of 
Registration 


COMING EXAMINATIONS 


ALABAMA: Montgomery, Jan. 10. Chairman, Dr. W. H. Sanders. 

Agtzona: Phoenix, January 2-3. We., Dr. Ancil Martin. 

CoLonapo: State Capitol Bulld Denver, January 2. See., Dr. 
David A. Strickler, 612 Bui 

DisiRaict oF Tr Washington, January 9. Sec., Dr. George 


C. Ober, 125 B 
Coliseum Annex, Chicago, January 17-19. Sec., Ur. 

n. 
INDIANA: Pate House, Indianapolis, January 9-11. Sec., Dr. 


MINNESOTA: State University in — January 
Dr. W. 8. Fullerton, 214 American Nations! Bank Bulliding, St — 
New HaMPsHiRe : State House, Concord, January 9-10. Regent, 
Mr. H. C. Morrison, State Library. 
41 Mexico : The Capitol, Santa Fé, January 14. Dr. 


New York January February 2. Chiet of Examinations 
Division, Mr. Harlan H. Horner, A 
Nauru Dakota: Grand Forks. Jan. 2. Dr. G. M Williamson. 
OxLanoma: Oklahoma City, January 9-12. Dr. John W. 
Duke, Guthrie. 
Gannon: Portland. January 24 Sec., Dr. K. B. McDaniel, 704 
Electric Building. 
Ruope lata: State House, Providence, January 4-5. Nee, Dr. 
Gardner T. Swarts. 
— Dakota: Huron, January 10-11. See. Dr. L. G. Hill, 
atertown. 
— D Sec., Dr. G. F. Harding, 310 
Building. Dr. M. Scott Nay 
ER MONT : . Ir. W. t 
Underhill. 


WASHINGTON Spokane, January 2. See., Ur. F. b. Witter, Traders’ 
Wisconsin: Milwackee, January 011. Dr. John M. Beffel, 
3200 Clybourn Street. 


Maine November Report 

Dr. Frank W. Searle, secretary of the Maine Beard of 
Registration of Medicine, reports the written examination 
held at Portland, November 14-15, 1911. The number of sub- 
jects examined in was 10; total number of questions asked, 
90; percentage required to pass, 75. The total number of 
candidates examined was 29, of whom 25 passed and 4 failed. 
Three candidates were licensed through reciprocity, The fol- 
lowing colleges were represeated: 


PASSED Year Per 
— Medical College and Hospital, Chicago. (1909 1 
ne mann 
Marviand Medical College 1910 81 
Johns Hopkina «1911 sO 
1 Medical Sc 41910) 78. 78; 78, 82. 84. 88. 
College of ane Surgeons, Boston (1007) 96; (1010) 82; 
419011) 7 
a (1910) S6. US; 424 SS 
Dartmouth Medical School. ..... 11 * 
Hahnemann Medical Coll. and Hosp, ’hiladetphia.. 11910) 
niversity of Virginia... „„ (19009 85 


EDUCATION 
Baltimore Medical College. — «1911)¢ 

Montreal, Canada.............. (1910) 65, 

LICENSED THROUGH RECIPROCITY 
Year 

w Medical College of Pennsylvania 1911 — 
Vanderbilt University 
University of VLerẽm 11911 vermont 


* Fell below 60 in one or more branches. 


Nevada November Report 
Dr. S. L. Lee, secretary of the Nevada State Board of Med- 
ical Examiners, reports the written examination held at Car- 
son City, November 6-8, 1911. The number of subjects exam- 
ined in was 13; total number of questions asked, 100; per- 
centage required to pass, 75. The total number of candidates 
examined was 5, of whom 4 passed and 1 failed. Three can- 
didates were licensed through reciprocity. The following col- 
leges were represented: 
PASSED Year Per 


College Grad. Cent. 
:: #2. 
University of (1910 
FAILED 
Ohio Medical gg (1904) 61.9 
LICENSED THROUGH RECIPROCITY 

of Physicians and Illinoi« 

— University (1910) 
Chicago College of Surgery...... 1 Illinois 


Montana October Report 

Dr. William C. Riddell, secretary of the Board of Medical 
Examiners of Montana, reports the written and oral exam 
ination held at Helena, Oct. 3-5, 1911. The number of sub- 
jects examined in was 10; total number of questions asked, 
50; percentage required to pass, 75. The total number of 
candidates examined was 36, of whom 24 passed and 12 failed. 
The following colleges were represented : 


PASSED Year Per 
George Washington University — 77 
College of Phy Chicago....... 77 
Northwestern Uni (1902) 78.2: 
(1909) 75.2; 11910) 77. 80.1; (1911) 63. 
University of Michigan, Col of Medicine........ . — 
University of Minnesota, Col of Medicine and Surgery 
8; (1900) 77 
v ty Medical College, Kansas City.......... 2 7 
Creighton Medical College (1911) 79.7, 
4 M Ü 10) 
H tal Medical College 41910) 77 
University College of Medicine, Rlehmon !! 41900) 77. 
MeGill Uniwersity, (1907) 81.6 
1 y. London, Ontartio............. (1909) 
y of Christiania, Norway................ (1895)¢ 6.9 
FAILED 
Northwestern University Medical School.......... 


Medical School (1906) 68.5 
College of Phys. and Surge. (1910) 65.2 
Keokuk Medical Col College of Phys. and Surgs.( 1907) 67.8 


University of Loulsvi (1911) ool 
Baltimore Medical College 
Michigan College of Medicine and Surgery......... 11901 68.6 
University of Minnesota, College of Med. and Surg. (1905) 7. 
Minneapolis College of Physicians and Surgeons 41907 6 
St. Louls College of Physicians and Surgeon:...... (i911) 
Milwaukee Medical (1807) 


* Passed on account of years of practice. 


New Jersey October Report 

Dr. II. G. Horton, secretary of the New Jersey State Board 
of Medical Examiners, reports the written examinations held 
at Trenton, Oct, 17-18, 1911. The number of subjects exam- 
ined in was 9; total number of questions asked, 90; percentage 
required to pass, 75. The total number of candidates exam- 
ined was 52, of whom 41 passed and 9 failed. Two candidates 
did not complete the examination. Nine candidates were 
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licensed through reciprocity. The following colleges were 


represented: 
passe Year Per 
Coll G Cent. 
Howard University, Washington, D. W. (1911 81.2 
Kentucky School of Medien 1 751 
College of sicilans and Surgeons, Baltimore (1910) 76.1 
Baltimore Medical College 1908 78.8 
Iniv. of Maryland. (1908) 85.3; (1909) 81.5; (1911) 76.5 
Harvard Medical School! (1882) 80.2; (1911) 81.1 
Un ty Michigan, College of Medicine..... (1880) 77 
Cornell University M eee 1) 82.3, 83.5, 84.5 
Columbia Univ. Coll. of P. and 8... (1910) 82 (1911) 84.2 
Long Island College Hospital. . (1910) 77.9, 86.3; a 79.7, 80 
Albany Medical College 907 80.8 
Eclectic Med. Coll. of the City of New York...... 11811 76.4 
University and Bellevue Hospital Medical Site (1908) 80.4; 


(1910) 90.3; (1911) 86.3, 86.6. 
College and Hospital, Philadelphia (1910) 
: 1. 


78.2 
9 — (1910) 86.4; (1911) 75.1, 80.8, 81.3, 
rurgical College, Vhiladelphia.......... 
University College of Medicine {39805 
MeGill University, Quebec (1910) 
University of Naples, Itaa g- (1910) 721 
FAILED 
Kentucky School of Medicine............. 9 (1906) 71 
University of — (1910) 69.6 
New York University Medical College pened, 66.9 
Long Island College Hospital................... 73 
Hahnemann 155 Coll, and Hos Philadeiphia. . 1 72.9 
W Naples, Italy. (1895) 69.2; (1005 67.5; (1906) 
5 LICENSED THROUGH RECIPROCITY 
Year Reciprocity 
G with 
aden (1908) Colorado 


Denver and Gross College of Medicine 

Baltimore Med. College... (1906) (1910) Maine; (1911) 

College of Physicians a and Su ä Baltimore. (1904) W. 1 
University of Pennsylvania... 41908) Illinois: (1888) 

1 on 06689 (1908) W. Virginia 
1 (1900) Vermont 


University of Virginia 
University of V 


Oklahoma October Report 

Dr. John W. Duke, secretary of the Oklahoma State Board 
of Medical Examiners, reports the written examination held 
at Muskogee, Oct. 10-12, 1911. The number of subjects exam- 
ined in was 15; total number of questions asked, 100; per- 
centage required to pass, 70. The total number of candidates 
examined was 37, of whom 26 passed, including 1 osteopath, 
and 11 failed. The following colleges were represented: 


on PASSED Year Per 
University of Alabama „ „% „„ „% % % „ „„ ee © ( 191 88.5 
University of Arkansas (tent). +6, 76, 78 
Rush Medical College 1907) 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Chicago...... (1908) 74.8 
Louisville Medical College (1880) 75 
Johns Hopkins 1907) 78.5 
Kusworth Medical College (1911) 74 
Medico-Chirurgical College. Kansas City.......... (1905) 83.5 
College of r and Surgeons, Kansas City. . (1904) 775 
leonard Medical Schooocllnnn 72 
University of Oklahoma (1911) 74, 79, 81 
Hahnemann Med. Coll. and Hospital, Philadelphia. (1896) 87.5 
Tennessee Medical College 
Memphis Hospital Medical College 70 79, 80. 
Meharry (1910) ib: 77. 785 
Marquette University, Milwaukee 78. 

FAILED 
Col of and K., Little Rock (1908) 64.7 
University, Washington, (189 65 
Keokuk Med. Coll., Coll. of P. and 8............ — 68 
College of Physicians ane Surgeons, Keokuk. . (1887) 45 
University of Louisville........ 69 
University of West Tennessee........ (1907) 59.6 (1911) 65 
phis tal Medical College 65.9 
* Fell below 50 in one or more branches. 


Connecticut Eclectic November Report 
Dr. Thomas S. Hodge, secretary of the Connecticut Eclectic 
Board of Medical Examiners, reports that at the meeting held 
at New Haven, Nov. 14, 1911, two candidates were licensed 
through reciprocity. The following colleges were represented: 
LICENSED THROUGH REC 
— 
Eclectic Med. College of the City of New York (1910, 2) New York 


EDUCATION 


PASSED Year Per 

College Grad. Cent. 
Howard University, — D. C.. (1910) 80; (1911) 85 
University of Louisville. es 1895) 86: (1911) 80 
Johns Hopkins University............ (1910) 89; (1911) 87 
Baltimore Medical College........ or (1911) 84, 84 
Maryland Medical College 1911) 80 
College of Phys. and Surgs., Baltimore. (1892) 87; en 92 
Leonard Medical 80 
University College of Medicine, Richmond......... . 5 
Royal University of Naples, Italy......... . (1908) 82 

rat 

University of Louisville 910) 73; — 78 
75 
67 
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West Virginia November Report 

Dr. H. A. Barbee, secretary of the West Virginia Board of 
Health, reports the written examination held at Clarksburg, 
Nov. 13-15, 1911. The number of subjects examined in was 
16; total number of questions asked, 170; percentage required 
to pass, 80. The total number of candidates examined was 
23, of whom 14 passed and 9 failed. The following colleges 
were represented: 


Maryland Medical College (1910) 77; 115225 73. 76, 76. 
Ieonard Medical School 


Lincoln Memorial Universi 


Connecticut November Report 


Dr. Charles A, Tuttle, secretary of the Connecticut Medical 
Examining Board, reports the written examination held at 
New Haven, Nov. 14-15, 1911. The number of subjects exam- 
ined in was 7; total number of questions asked, 70; percentage 
required to pass, 75. The total number of candidates exam- 
ined was 38, of whom 29 passed, 8 failed and 1 withdrew. 
The following colleges were represented: 


PASSED Year Per 
College Grad. Cent. 

Yale Medical School (1907) 78.5; (1909) 79; (1910) 84.9; (1911) 
78.7, 78.7, 80.7, 81.8, 82.5, 84.6. 

Baltimore Medical College. (1911) 77, 84.9 

College of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore (1910) 78.9, 80.3; 
(1911) 76.3, 78.6. 


Johns Hopkins University...........(1909) 78.7; — 77.2 
rd Medical School Sd 86.2 
Albany Medical College — 75.4 
Cornell University Medical College...(1904) 85.3; (1909) 83.8 
Long Island College Hospitalalalmꝛsmmds . (1910) 81.5 
University and Bellevue Hospital Medical College. . (1909) 86.4 
Jefferson Medical College 1911) 79.1, 80.5 
University of Vermont. (1907) 77.6; (1911) 78.9, 79.3 
University College of Medicine, Richmond... ...... (1905) 81.8 
FAILED 
(1911) 
Baltimore Medical College.. —— 70.7; (1909) 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore — 69.2, 
University of North Carolina.................445 (191 73.4 
Temple University, Philadelphia................. (1908) 73.5 


' Connecticut Homeopathic November Report 
Dr. E. C. M. Hall, secretary of the Connecticut Homeopathic 


Medical Examining Board, reports the written examination 


held at New Haven, Nov. 14, 1911. The number of subjects 
examined in was 7; total number of questions asked, 70; per- 
centage required to pass, 75. Only one candidate, a graduate 
of the New York Homeopathic Medical College, 1910, appeared 
for examination and he passed with a grade of 92. One candi- 
date, a graduate of Boston University School of Medicine, 
1902, was licensed through reciprocity with New York, 


Requirement of Maternity Cases 

The examining boards of two states, Rhode Island and Wis- 
consin have decided that hereafter every applicant for license 
to practice medicine in those states must have personally 
attended and taken entire charge of at least six maternity 
cases. The requirement of six cases is too few rather than 
too many: but it is encouraging to know that there are at 
least two state licensing bodies that appreciate the necessi- 
ties of the times. 


| 
* “Caught using key and dismissed.” 
37 
11 


BOOK NOTICES 


Book Notices 


A Practica or THE Diseases Or THE Ear. For 
een y William Mill 9 
Aurist and rave, . to the Royal Infirmary, Manc er, 4 


nd tal, 
Pp. 596, with 293 illustrations. New York : Macmillan Co., 1011. 


This text-book on diseases of the ear brings the subject 
reasonably well up to the present time. The book is well 
written and takes up the subject in a clear and instructive 
manner. It does not assume that the reader knows a great 
deal about the subject and still it goes into each subject 
with sufficient fulness for even an aural specialist. The dif- 
ferent subjects are well paragraphed and therefore essential 
features of each chapter can be readily found. Some features 
of this specialty are found in the book that are not usually 
dwelt on in the general run of books on diseases of the ear. 
There is an exceptionally clear and interesting chapter on the 
bacteriology of discharges from the ear. The authors set 
forth with great clearness and minuteness the characteristics 
of all kinds of aural discharges, and describe carefully the 
intracranial complications of middle-ear diseases, including 
the various forms of meningitis, brain abscess, ete. There is 
also found an excellent description of the proper manner of 
making lumbar punctures, a matter not described in most 
text-books on this subject, yet of great value, being a 
procedure which should be frequently used. A short but 
interesting chapter on diseases of the ear in relation to gen- 
eral medicine written by Purves Stewart treats of such mat- 
ters as cerebral embolism, thrombosis, aphasia, intrapontine 
vascular lesions, meningitis, tumors, tabes, disseminating scler- 
osis, epilepsy, ete. Not as much attention has been paid to 
deaf-mutism as this subject deserves. The chapter on diseases 
of the nasal accessory sinuses is an important one not only 
to nose surgeons but also to ophthalmologists. Although 
some ophthalmologists are skeptical as to the relation between 
some diseases of the eye and diseases of the 
nasal sinuses there can be no question as to their inter 
dependence, as indicated by the exhaustive work of Killian, 
Turner, Hajek, Grant, Brawley and others. The tests for 
pathologic conditions of the conductive and perceptive appar- 
atus according to the methods of Barany, Neumann and others 
are stated with great lucidity. It is a matter of surprise to 
the reviewer to find reference to artificial tampons for the 
improvement of hearing, which have long since been discarded 
in America, and that the idea should be given that the 
Stacke protector should always be used in the radical mas- 
toid operation. While it is intended to protect the facial 
nerve, it is believed that it may be a source of injury by 
crowding its protective foot-plate into the aditus. With a 
proper technic a protector has been found unnecessary. The 
book is, for the most part, well illustrated, but with the per- 
fection of present-day illustrations, it is disappointing to find 
many of the old imperfect pictures from Quain, Politzer and 
others. Many of them convey no intelligent idea of what 
they are intended to illustrate. For instance, the figure 
intended to illustrate the use of Allport’s self-retaining 
retractors conveys no rational idea as to their use. Aside 
from these minor shortcomings the book is one of the best 
on the subject of the ear in the English language and can 
safely be recommended to all having an interest in these 


topics. 


IMSEASES OF INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. Their 1 Hy le 
und Medical Treatment. A Text Hook Designed for Practit 
a tudent ne. Louis Fischer, M. I.. — Phy- 
sician to 8 i 8 — of New Y 


h Ed $6.50 * with 308 illus- 
trations. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Co. 101 


Knowledge concerning the diseases of children has advanced 
at a rapid rate recently, notably in poliomyelitis and men- 
ingitis, but particularly with reference to the metabolism or 
nutritional disorders of infants. It is in this respect that 
most of the changes in this edition of Fischer's well-known 
book have been made. The newer conception of foods and 
infant feeding are carefully set forth, along with other changes 
demanded by the growing knowledge of children’s diseases. 


Tur Broop a Its ELewenxt. A 
of the — T 1 of the living organization So t 
of the anatomical and chemical constitution of the blood 


that of the anatomical and physiologic causes of the 
of its coagulation and of its other sponta changes. By A. 
Béchamp, Formerly Professor the Medical Faculty of Mont- 
— (France). rranslated from the French by 128 R. 
I., of the Itimore 1 School and M.A. and 
rhb. 0 of the University of Gottingen. Cloth. Price, $1.50. 
Pp. 440. Philadelphia : icke & Tafel, 1911. 


This book is controversial, attempting to bring before the 
public once more and to substantiate theories first promul- 
gated about half a century ago. The author and trans- 
lator accuse Pasteur of appropriating Béchamp’s views and of 
instigating a “conspiracy of silence” about them. Bechamp's 
observations were interesting and, when made, were new and 
important. On them he founded a theory which if accepted 
would displace modern bacteriology. The following quota- 
tions will give an idea of the theory and will enable the 
reader to judge somewhat whether Pasteur’s conclusions en- 
croached on Béchamp’s theory. It is true that the two 
worked at the same time on the same problems and independ- 
ently observed the same phenomena but each drew very 
different conclusions from their observations, 

In 1863 Béchamp isolated a soluble ferment from yeast and 
called it a zymas. Later he observed in various tissues and 
cellular organisms minute bodies just discoverable with the 
microscope which contained zymases and which he called a 
microzyma. Later he built up the microzymian theory: 

“1. The microzymas of the animal organism proceed from 
the vitellin microzymas, which are autonomous anatomic 
elements. 

“2. The number of anatomic species of microzymas is enor- 
mous, 

“3. The essential characters of microzymas are to 
evolution. 


having a determined form.” 

Not only does the author find all cells and tissues com- 
posed of microzymas and strangely transmutable but he finds 
them in rock, the products of life in past ages. “It is to be 
borne in mind that I gave the name of microzyma at first to 
the geological figured ferment of the chalk of Sens and of 
another calcareous earth. I have discovered this ferment in 
other caleareous rocks, always in a spherical form, very bril- 
liant, having the Brownian movement and smaller than all 
the vibrioniens described by authors.” 

There are described in this book interesting bits of scien- 
tific history, and very many interesting experiments and 
observations. The book will interest students who wish to 
see from all sides the development of our knowledge of fer- 
ments and especially those interested in theories which have 
not been accepted by scientific men. 


— OF THE STOMACH, Srectat REFERENCE To Treat- 
By C. Aaron, Nc. B., essor of Gastro-Ent 
net Professor of Dietetics — e 


* 
ici oth, net. „ with 42 il 
Philadelphia : Lea & Febiger, 1911. 


The utility of the present work to the busy practitioner is 
gteatly enhanced by the fact that no space is wasted in the 
consideration of historical questions or theoretic discussions 
having no practical bearing on treatment. After brief chap- 
ters on physiology and laboratory methods of examination, 
the author takes up the discussion of general method of 
treatment, to which about one-third of the book is devoted. 
Individual diseases are next considered; and here again the 
greater amount of space is given to the neuroses and fune- 
tional conditions, together with gastritis. The work is 
completed by short chapters on gastric ulcer, hemorrhage, 
syphilis, tuberculosis, carcinoma and other tumors, In the 
general sections on treatment, considerable attention is given 
to massage, electricity and the use of mineral waters. The 
indications for surgical intervention are thoroughly discussed 
in a separate chapter. The treatment of enteroptosis by 
mechanical support receives especial attention and the technic 
of applying bandages and corsets is very thoroughly described 


ustrations. 
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and profusely illustrated. In the chapter on examination of 
the stomach contents, only those tests have been. included 
which, in the opinion of the author, will best assist the prac- 
titioner in diagnosis and treatment. 

In its emphasis on the functional diseases and neuroses 
of the stomach the work seems to meet exactly the needs of 
the general practitioner, who undoubtedly experiences greater 
difficulty in determining what to do with the nervous dys- 
peptic than in making a diagnosis of ulcer or carcinoma. The 
latter subjects, however, are not neglected and the author 
has introduced the latest proposed tests for carcinoma, such 
as the peptid and hemolytic. 


Cross-Section ANATOMY. Albert C. . BS. 
D., MD. 1 By and 
0 e Professor of Anatomy, 


St. Inte 11 — "Sections of the Female 
nith, A. be Instructor in Anatomy, St. 


dt. Louis University. 
york: D. Appleton & Co., 1911. 

This work consists of an atlas of cross-sections of the 
human body. There are fourteen key- most of them 
in colors, showing the various levels at which the sections have 
been made, with 113 sections including both the male and 
the female pelvis. The sections are not views taken from a 
single body which might have shown variations from the nor- 
mal type but are reconstructions made up from a large num- 
ber of dissections and therefore t the average normal 
form. The sections are all four-fifths life size, large enough 
to give one an accurate conception of the actual size of the 
various organs and structures. This method of illustrating 
anatomy possesses great value as it gives one an idea of per- 
spective not so easily obtained in any other way. The body to 
the practical anatomist (physician) should be in a sense 
transparent. One should be able not only to see with his 
minds eye the various organs and structures in a topographic 
sense but should also have a clear idea as to their depth from 
the surface and their relative size. A careful stuly of cross- 
section anatomy is one of the best aids to acquiring this 
faculiy. Following the sections is a chapter on the topography 
of organs. A short description is found opposite each section. 
The illustrations are good and the work a very commendable 


one. 
OF PHYSIOLOGICAL — By Olof Ham- 
us Professor of Medical 1 Chem- 
n the U of U Au thorized Translation from * 
2 and Revised Seventh German Edition by John A 
Mandel, aed. *rofessor of — in the New York niversity 
and Bellevue Hospital Medical Sixth Edition. Cloth. 
wor Pp. 064. ny By n Wile y & Sons, 1911. 


In the seventh German edition from which the present 
American edition is translated, a change has been made by 
the introduction of a chapter on physical chemistry in biology 
written by Prof. S. G. Hedin of Upsala. This has necessi- 
tated the omission of a chapter of the earlier editions, with 
a redistribution of the matter contained in it. As the author 
states, the numerous publications in physiologie chemistry 
which have appeared since the publication of the sixth edi- 
tion have necessitated a thorough revision and rewriting of 
all the chapters. The book is in consequence somewhat 
enlarged. As heretofore, it constitutes a complete and thor- 
oughly standard work on this important subject. 


Mepicat Jvaisparpence, Forensic Mepicixne — TOXICOLOGY. 
ha Professor of . Tox 


nee With. the. Collaboration gt 
farious Authors. Second Edition. Volume 4. Cloth. Price, $7 
1p. 1261. New York: William Wood & Co, 1911. 

The fourth volume of this work, now before us, is by 
Professor Witthaus and covers the subject of 
The general subject of is introduced by a historical 
summary followed by an extensive bibliography of books 
and pamphlets treating of poisoning. The classification and 
general methods of detection of and the forensic 
questions likely to arise in any trial for criminal poisoning 
are considered. Medical men will be 12 interested in 
the sections dealing with the duty of the in case 
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of suspected poisoning, the proper conduct of the autopsy on 
such cases, and the forensic questions involved. The analytic 
details are, of course, of interest chiefly to the professional 
toxicologist. In the chapters dealing with special toxicology 
the wealth of references bears testimony to the industry and 
care of the author. The mode of action of the various poisons 
is considered in separate sections. The treatment is fully 
detailed and renders the book of great value to practitioners. 
Inspection of the chemical sections indicates that the author 
has performed his arduous task with accuracy and presents 
a very clear description and discussion of the various meth- 
ods and their limitations and fallacies. 


APPLIED ANATOMY AND Onat Surcery. For Dental Students. By 
Robert * Ivy, MI,, I. .S., Assistant Oral 1 at the Phila- 
deiph — A tal. Cioth. Price, $1.50 net. Pp. 280, with 
— Iphia: W. B. Saunders Co., 1511 


This little work is written with a view to giving the dental 
student a limited knowledge of the anatomy and surgery of 
the head, face, jaws and surrounding parts. While it is con- 
cise and well written, its usefulness is lost from the fact 
that it does not cover all that is necessary for a clear under- 
standing of the etiology, pathology and 80 neces- 
sary in surgical procedure. Thus nothing is said in regard to 
the treatment of the mouth before and after operations for 
a successful issue. If the student is eventually to perform 
such operations, why should he not study the subject in a 
thorough manner from well-prepared surgical works? If he 
is not expected to perform such operations, why burden the 
student with unnecessary labor and expense? 


Or INFANTS AND CHILDREN. at — 
M.D... Prof Diseases of Children, 


ork 
d Edition. Cloth. Price, $4.50 net 636, with 181 iilus- 
tions. New York: William Wood ac Co., 1911. 

This book in its second edition still retains its well-bal- 
anced character as a condensed and ical work on the dis- 
eases of children. Without material increase in its size there 
have been included in it the recent advances in pediatrics, 
including a brief practical description of vaccine treatment 
and a scheme for dosage of vaccines, and of the newer arsenic 
therapy. This treatise has many admirable features and 
should be a satisfactory working book for the practitioner 
and the student. 


Current Medical Literature 


AMERICAN 
Titles marked with an asterisk (*) are abstracted below. 
Texas State Journal of Medicine, Fort Worth 
December, Vil, No. S, pp. 209-236 
Non-Suppurative Sinusitis. A. II. — . Chicago. . 
Fracture of True Pelvis and Treatme A. B. ‘Small, Dallas. 


1 

2 

8 — Convelatens. I. I. Va Fort Wort 

4 of laws Against Physicians and 


5 *New Method of Cure for Pelvic — in Women. J. F 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Beall, Fort Worth. 


Kuhn, 
6 Glandular Fever. KX. II. 

5. Cure for Pelvic in Women. Kuhn lays special 
stress on treatment through the rectum with normal saline 
solution. His plan is not similar to the Murphy-Ochsner one 
By the method he suggests the rectum is distended at An- hour 
periods, with from 1 to 4 pints of the solution at 105 F. in- 
creasing the quantity gradually as tolerance for a larger 
amount is established. Intermittent periods of hyperemia are 
thus produced, hastening the destruction of the infecting 
organisms, inducing more rapid absorption of the resultant 
plastic lymph and preventing the formation of the dense adhe- 
sions so commonly seen in neglected cases. Kuhn claims for 
his method that it has all of the other advantages of normal 
saline; stimulating and aiding the emunctories in ridding 
the system of the products of infection; fortifying the system 
during its struggle to produce antibodies and by the action of 
heat, locally, relieving the patient of the distressing pain 
which is the chief complaint, 


Ph. 

In 

it. Louls University. Average Position of Organs from Eleven 

Reconstructions, by 

l’rofessor of Anatomy 

elvis, by Carroll 

and Medica arisprudence in orne niversity, an racy , 
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Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
December 7, CLXV, No. 28, pp. 859-898 
7 Maceechusetts I Medical Society and Public Service. A. T. 


& *Why and When to Operate on Fractures. F. J. Cotton, Boston. 
9 Management of “Heart in _ Diseases and 
‘hron 


“‘unningham, ton. 
11 . and Treatment of Inguinal Bubo. W. P. Coues, 


on. 
12 Recent in Genito-Urinary Surgery. F. 8. Watson 
and P. „ Boston, 


8. Why and When to Operate on Fractures.—The following 
summation of the operative handling of recent fractures is 
given by Cotton. 

(1) Operable as a routine: (a) Compound fractures, (b) 
fractures complicated with vessel lesions, (c) fractures com- 
plicated with nerve lesions, (d) patella fractures, (e) olecranon 
fractures, (f) fracture luxations, especially at the shoulder, 
(g) acromioclavicular luxations. (2) Usually operable after 
trial of milder methods: (a) Carpal injuries, (b) fractures 
of the femoral shaft. (3) Often operable: (a) Humerus frac- 
tures, (b) leg fractures. (4) Operable on occasion: All frac- 
tures in fit patients that promise a bad result as they lie, 
even though they have had good care, provided that we can 
show good reasons for expecting a better result from opera- 
tion. Cotton says that, in general, fractures of the wrist, 
forearm, hip, knee, ankle and foot call for better non-operative 
treatment than they get to-day; fractures of the carpus, 
humerus, shoulder, shaft of femur and lower leg call for more 
and better operative work than we have given them: 

10. Tuberculosis of Kidney and Tuberculosis of Lungs.— 
The total number of cases of tuberculosis of the lungs from 
which Cunningham’s analysis was made was 825. The kidney 
was found infected with tuberculosis in seventy of this num- 
ber, or 8 per cent. Of these seventy cases, the disease was 
unilateral in eleven, or 15 per cent., plus the left kidney four 
times and the right kidney seven times. The lesions were 
caseous in all. Both kidneys were found to be infected in 
fifty-nine instances, 84 per cent. Of these fifty-nine bilateral 


cases, forty-six were miliary infections, 78 per cent., and thir- 


teen were caseous tuberculosis, 22 per cent. Of the whole 
number of cases of kidney infection, the bladder was involved 
in fourteen, or 20 per cent. 

There was no instance of tuberculosis of the ureter asso- 
ciated with tuberculosis of the kidney in which the bladder 
was not also infected. 

There were ten instances of associated kidney, ureter and 
bladder tuberculosis. There were two instances of tuberculosis 


of the bladder without infection of the kidney or ureter, both. 


instances being infection of the bladder from continuity with 
a tuberculous focus of the genital „one in a female 
in which there was tuberculosis of the Fallopian tube and the 
other from tuberculosis of the prostate and seminal vesicles. 
There were three cases of tuberculosis of the adrenal gland with- 
out tuberculosis of the kidney. In two instances, it a 

as a bilateral infection, miliary in character. In the third, 
it was unilateral and caseous in character. There were four 
cases of tuberculosis of the adrenal and kidney. Three were 
bilateral and miliary in character, both in the adrenal and 
kidney. One was unilateral, caseous in character, the processes 
in the two structures being continuous. There were five cases 
of acute miliary infection of the liver and spleen, in three 
instances including the intestines also, without any tubercles 
in the kidneys. 

Cunningham infers from his experiments that it is not com- 
mon for the tubercle bacillus to be eliminated through the kid- 
neys without affecting the organ in patients suffering from 
pulmonary tuberculosis. 


Monthly Cyclopedia and Medical Bulletin, Philadelphia 
November, * Vo. 11, pp. 641-704 
13 12 II. Wiley, Washington, D. C 
14 Radical Removal “Genait ons Causing Arterial 
Leading to — * ychogenic Disturbances of 
tem. T. A. Washington, D. C. 
15 *Facts as to 8 Dust. A. Gehrmann. Chicago. 
16 Classificat uth, of — and Mental Diseases. B. Sidis, 
tsmou 


17 Development Ut Medical Student. J. C. Applegate, Philadelphia. 


A. M. A. 
Dec. 30, 1911 


13. Abstracted in Tux Jounx AL, June 3, 1911, p. 1676. 

15. City Dust.—Few people, Gehrmann says, take notice of 
dust and fewer yet understand that dust should be removed 
without being disturbed. It will probably be long before the 
public conscience reaches this sanitary qualification. Demon- 
strations by city and other sanitary authorities will do more 
than any other agitation. The greatest sanitary problems now 
before our authorities are city dust and the air-borne dis- 
eases, bronchitis, tuberculosis, pneumonia and influenza. Drink 
and foods are practically free from excrement, but everything 
within reach is smeared with sputum. In the country one 
can safely spit on the ground; disease bacteria have little 
chance there, but in public places and the home it is different. 
Present-day intelligence demands that the sputum be removed 
in designated receptacles. The air-borne diseases cannot be 
conquered until this principle is general. Dirt and dust sup- 
pression should be a part of the campaign for health preserva- 
tion. 


American Medicine, Burlington, Vt. 
November, — 11, pp. 565-620 
18 Division of Profess R. A. Henderson, Brooklyn. 
19 Kemoval of ‘Tonsils as ns "Sete lactic Measure. II. II. Forbes, 
20 Ocular Inflammation and Nephritis. A. O'Malley, Philadel- 
21 ~ in Preventive Medicine. W. Moser, 
22 In Cardiovascular Complications of Lobar Pneu- 
mon 
23 There papeatie Uses of Chioral Hydrate. W. J. Murphy, New 


22. Epinephrin in Cardiovascular Complications of Lobar 
Pnevmonia.—_Brown advises the intermuscular injection of 
epinephrin only in cases of impending pulmonary edema if 
they present the clinical picture wherein is needed some sub- 
stance which will quickly cause a contraction of the peripheral 
vessvls and act as a governor. It is necessary that this 
peripheral resistance should be sustained for some time to be 
of any great value. To determine whether adrenalin pos- 
sessed this property, he conducted a series of experimental 
injections, selecting the intermuscular administration in pref- 
erence to administration by mouth, because of the uncer- 
tainty of action when used in this latter way; and in preference 
to the intravenous method, because of its slow absorption from 
the muscles. For these experiments he selected patients 
between the ages of 20 and 50 whose arteries should still retain 
the possibilities of contraction and dilatation. All of these 
patients were given 15 minims, every twenty minutes, for four 
doses, the pressure being taken every hour thereafter until it 
returned to the low point. He found the pressure would be 
maintained above the point recorded before the injection for 
about four hours and the rise would be noticeable about fif- 
teen minutes after the first injection, the maximum pres- 
sure being reached in about one and three-quarters to two 
hours from the time of the first injection. A second series 
was given to some of these patients resulting in a second rise, 
sustained for about the same length of time, thereby demon- 
strating that the blood-pressure would be maintained for a 
considerable period and a perfect response to a second series 
if it became necessary to maintain the pressure for a longer 
period of time. 


American Journal of Urology, New York 
November, Vil, No. 11, pp. 417-458 
24 *Experimental and Clinical Stas of B. Coli 
25 Chyturia Dee to ria Bancroft! Infection. D. J. 


York. 
26 Pseudo-Hemaphroditism. II. J. Scherck, St. Louis. 


24. Colon Bacillus Infections of Urinary Tract.—Clinical 
observations in twenty-seven cases lead Koll to believe that 
colon bacillus infections of the kidney pelvis, urinary bladder 
and male urethra are more promptly ameliorated by a 2 per 
cent. aluminum acetate solution than by any other therapeutic 
measure, The bacteria in the urethral discharge disappear in 
from thirty-six to forty-eight hours following instillation with 
the liquor, although other astringents may be necessary to 
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“dry up” the discharge. Koll says that care must be exercised 
in the preparation of the liquor aluminum acetate as an excess 
of free acetic acid will produce unpleasant subjective symp- 
toms. The solution must not be more than a week to ten days 
old when used. Before it is used the colon bacillus must be 
proven by culture to be present. 


Bulietin Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore 
December, XXII, No. 250 
27 Life and Work of Robert Koch. W. W. Ford, Baltimore. 
28 Robert Koch, . Father of Modern Science of Tuberculosis. 


N. A. K 
II M. R. Lewis, Baltimore. 


29 *Blood-Pict 

29. Blood-Picture in Tuberculosis.— Lewis concludes that the 
neutrophil is an organism which reacts quickly and definitely 
to its environment, and the condition of the nucleus, as 
shown by the number of lobes, may be taken as an indication 
of the condition of the neutrophil. Under normal conditions 
the nucleus does not show more than five lobes, but the pres- 
ence of certain abnormal conditions may cause it to show as 
high as eight or ten lobes, while certain other conditions, such 
as tuberculosis, may prevent it from having more than one, 
to or three lobes. These changes of the nucleus, together 
with the other blood-cells and the number of white blood-cells, 
form a picture which can be used to determine the condition 
of the patient. This neutrophilic blood-picture together with 
the differential blood-count is of great value in 
in tuberculosis, but not of much value in diagnosis. It is of 
value in determining the presence of pyogenic bacteria in 
pneumonia or an abscess and may be of value in detecting 
a purulent condition of the appendix. In connection with the 
number of white blood-cells and the number of lymphocytes 
it is of value in distinguishing between a case of resolu- 
tion in pneumonia and tuberculosis. It is of especial value in 
the prognosis of any disease where it is of use to determine 
the metabolic activity of the patient or the resistance to 
disease, as any condition of lowered vitality is quickly detected 
by this blood-picture. 


Titles marked —_- an asterisk (*) are abstracted below. Clinical 
lectures, case reports and trials of new drugs and artificial 
foods are omitted unless of exceptional general interest. 
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*Unicellula Cancri: The Parasite of Cancer. II. Butlin. 
Non-Valvular Heart Disease. II. I. McKi 
A. HI. Carter. 


*Case of Cardiac Failure Treated by Cane Bugar. 
Enucleation of Tonsils with Guillotine. . Whillis and 
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5 *Use of Hypertonic Salines Controlleg by Estimations of Spe- 
cific Gravity of Blood in Infantile Diarrhea. I. rs. 

6 a Em Control of Bladder After Prostatectomy. C. Wal- 

7 4 — in Elevat F. St. J. Stead- 

8 


nd . 
Lower Third Molar. 
Congenital Elevation of Scapula; Sprengel’s Deformity. A. 
itchell. 


December 2, No. = pp. 1457-1516 
„ of Cancer. 


9 *Unicellula Cancri: The Para 
. 10 *Some Manifestations of — Tumors. J. J. 
11 *Vaccine Treatment of Gonococca — R. —— 
12 Albumin Reaction in Tuberculous tum 
13 Paralysis omyelitis). Hlouns- 


14 n ction in Diagnosis of Chronic Pulmonary Tuber- 


culosis. 8. MacNalty. 
183 Use Ose Hometer of Pachon. II. I. Watson 


1. Abstracted in Tux Jounx AL, Dec. 23, 1911, p. 2108. 
3. Treatment of Cardiac Failure. The heart in Carter's case 


was obviously hypertrophied and dilated. The symptoms. 


were marked. The blood-pressure was 175 mm. Hg, but rap- 
idly came down to normal under treatment and was not at 
any time markedly abnormal. The urine was in all respects 
normal. 
as strychnin, strontium iodid, arsenic and strophanthus and 
fresh air were employed but the patient did not seem to 
improve. The patient was then given 2 ounces of cane sugar 
daily. Her improvement began to be obvious after the middle 
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There was no edema. The usual cardiac tonics, such 


of the second week and by the end of the fifth week it was 
remarkable. The pulse was steady and stronger, and normally 
72 to 78; it was not abnormally altered by exertion and 
quickly resumed its normal rate after rest. The first mitral 
sound was stronger and altogether of better quality. She 
could walk nearly 3 miles without a rest or undue fatigue and 
a very short rest completely restored her. Her mental vigor 
was quite reestablished and her feeling of well-being and 
fitness after the months of weariness and lassitude was really 
extraordinary. She is still taking 2 ounces of sugar daily 
and maintaining her great improvement. 


5. Use of Hypertonic Salines.— The principle which Rogers 
introduced in the treatment of cholera, of basing the fre- 
quency and amount of saline to be injected on the degree of 
loss of fluid from the blood as indicated by its specific gravity, 
was adapted to the treatment of infantile diarrhea. The 
saline solution was given subcutaneously by means of the 
thermos flask arrangement. The solution contained 120 gr. of 
sodium chlorid and 4 gr. of calcium chlorid to 1 pint of sterile 
water. The subcutaneous injection of 7 ounces in an infant 
always reduced the specific gravity several points and the 
injections were repeated two or three times in the twenty-four 
hours until the specific gravity had fallen to a little below 
the normal point, to allow some margin for further loss of 
fluid. Further, from % to 1 gr. of calcium permanganate 
was added to each pint of the fluid, with which the stomach 
and large bowel were washed out on the admission of the 
patient, in order to destroy and remove as much as possible 
of the toxic products in the gastro-intestinal tract. The 
methods furnished su‘iciently promising results to make 
further trial a matter of great interest and importance. 


9. Parasite of Cancer. The cancer cell in Butlin’s opinion is 
nearest to the protozoa; so near, indeed, that it is difficult 
to keep it out of the protozoa. Every new observation of the 
last six years, every new discovery, has brought it nearer to 
the protozoa. He proposes for it the name Unicellula cancri. 
And, for the different varieties, the shape of the cell can be 
expressed in simple terms which will be familiar to us all. Oi, 
the one hand, Unicellula (cancri) squamosa, Unicellula sphe- 
roidalis, ete.; on the other hand, Unicellula (caneri) fusifor- 
mis, Unicellula rotunda, and so on. 


10. Manifestations of Pituitary Growths.—Evans classifies 
the manifestations of pituitary neoplasms into (1) those 
which may be ascribed to excessive action of the glandular 
epithelium of the anterior lobe, hyperpituitarism; (2) those 
which may be ascribed to a dimmished functional activity of 
the anterior lobe, hypopituitarism. In view of our incomplete 
knowledge of the physiology and pathology of the pituitary 
and other ductless glands, it is possible he says that these two 
classes of symptoms may be due to perverted action and inter- 
action of several ductless organs, a polyglandular syndrome. 

11. Treatment of Gonococcal Arthritis...Nine cases of gono- 
coceal arthritis are cited by Stockman. In all, the gonococeus 
was isolated from the urethra, vagina or a joint, and cultures 
made. Autogenous vaccines were mostly used, but not exeln- 
sively. Three of the patients were treated at first with 
salicylates to make sure that they were not cases of true 
rheumatism; in the others vaccine treatment was begun at 
once, They were all cases of moderate, ordinary severity, te 
patients otherwise in good health. In all, the treatment was 
at first employed exclusively by the vaccine, but in most of 
the cases no distinct improvement followed and after waiting 
a reasonable time ordinary local treatment was usually super- 
added or substituted. This was always followed by an imme- 
diate and distinct improvement in the local and general con- 
ditions and was what finally led to cure. Only in one case 
did recovery take place under vaccine treatment alone, but 
improvement was so rapid and so marked after only one dose 
that, on comparing it with the results in the other cases. 
Stockman felt that the vaccine had nothing to do with it. 

14. Diagnosis of Chronic Pulmonary Tuberculosis..-A trial 
was made of the ophthalmo-reaction in fifty-two cases (tuber - 
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culous and non-tuberculous); of these twenty-four gave a 
positive and twenty-eight a negative result. Thirty-five cases 
of chronic pulmonary tuberculosis were selected. Out of eleven 
cases with no physical signs six patients gave a positive, five a 
negative reaction; of the positive cases feur patients gave the 
tuberculo-cutaneous reaction (von Pirquet) and were subse- 
quently found to have tubercle bacilli in the sputum; and two 
up to the present time have never displayed any other patho- 
logie or physical sign of pulmonary tuberculosis; of the neg- 
ative cases three patients had tubercle bacilli in the sputum, 
while the two remaining patients reacted to a subcutaneous 
injection of Koch's Old Tuberculin. With physical signs: (a) 
Cases of infiltration and consolidation: (1) With one lobe 
affected, II cases; 8 gave a positive and 3 a negative result. 
(2) With two lobes affected, 7 cases; 5 gave a positive and 2 
a negative result. (3) With three lobes affected, 2 cases; | 
gave a positive and 1 a negative result. (b) Cases of excava- 
tion: Two cases; I patient had 1 lobe affected, the other 4 
lobes. In both instances the reaction was positive. (c) Cases 
of pleurisy, with effusion: Two cases, in both of which the 
fluid, when aspirated, showed a lymphocytosis; one gave a pos- 
itive and one a negative reaction. The ophthalmo-reaction was 
applied in seventeen non-tuberculous cases with the following 
results: Three cases of mitral regurgitation; two positive, 
one negative. One case of double mitral disease; positive. 
The reaction was negative in the remaining cases, 


Archives Générales de Chirurgie, Paris 
October, V, No. 10, pp. 1081-1200 
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Bulletin de l’Académie de Médecine, Paris 
November 21, LXYXV, No. 38, 240 


18 *Evil funeates de of Reliance on 
la confiance dans le —— par le 


ucher. 
19 1 New Fatalities After Salvarsan. 
mort par le 606.) EK. Gaucher. 
Is and 19. Gaucher's communications were summarized in 
the Paris Letter, December 16, page 2007. 


Presse Médicale, Paris 

November 18, XIX, No. 92, pp. 937-952 
Consumption of Brandy in French Cities. (im- 
dans les 


(Deux nouveaux cas de 


inution récente de la consommation deau-de-vie 
villes francaises.) J. Bertilion. 
21 9 Lacal histiog@ne de 
ne 


22 1 — of Calcium (chlorid — a Diuretic and in Promotion of 
Elimination of Chi (le chlorure de calcium. Médi- 
diurétique et déchlorurant.) 


= 


— 8. Bonnamour and A. 
Imbert. 

Semaine Médicale, Paris 
November 29, XXXI, No. 48, pp. 565-576 


*Treatment of Habitual Vomit in Infants. 4 traitement 
des vomissements habituels nourrissons.) I. Cheinisse. 


23. Habitual Vomiting in Infants.—Cheinisse reviews the 
international literature on this subject, most of which has 
already been summarized in these columns. Troitzky has 
recently called attention to the fact that in infants under 6 
months old the liver lies over the stomach so that percussion 
gives misleading findings. He states further that the capacity 
of the stomach at the third month is twice, and towards the 
end of the nursing period, five times that at birth. This dis- 
proportion between the increase in the capacity of the stom- 
ach and the growth of the body as a whole continues into 
childhood. 
overfeeding, in some cases may be the result of insufficient 
nourishment; in others of nervous hyperexcitability of the 
gastric mucosa. In this latter case sedatives to soothe the 
innervation of the stomach may give relief. Cheinisse states 
that about 600 cases are on record of stenosis from hyper- 
trophy of the pylorus. Spasm and inflammation may aggra- 
vate the condition and these may yield to medical measures 
alone. 
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Habitual vomiting. while it is generally due to 
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Berliner klinische Wochenschrift 
Vorember 27, XLVIII, No. 48, pp. 2155-2192 
24 *Social Pathology. (Soziale Pathologie.) A. Grotjahn. 
25 *Ser (Ueber Seroprognostik.) II. Liidke and J. 
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24. Social Pathology.—Grothahn discusses the influence of 
social conditions on the predisposition to disease, on the con- 
ditions favoring and starting disease, and on the course of 
disease. He states that half of the total male population are 
found physically unfit for military service, and that at least 
40 per cent. of all children have some physical defect, while 
a large percentage of women are incapable of lactation. 

25. Seroprognosis.—Liidke and Sturm present an important 
contribution to this question which requires extensive statis- 
ties for its solution. The main points for research in this 
line are, they say, the determination of the titration values 
of the specific reaction substances, the repeated leukocyte 
count, the increase of the titration values after injection of 
vaccines, and the increase of the antibody values as determined 
in the course of the infection by repeated examinations of the 
blood. 


Furry Coat of Mucous 


30. Living Py, Bock gives an illustrated 
description of the "English Hilton twins, united only at the 
base of the spine, with a single rectum and anus. The chil- 
dren are now over 3 years old, and otherwise well formed. 
The connection between them is being constantly stretched and 
loosened by the movements of the twins, so that it is pro- 
posed to separate them after two or three years. 


Deutsche medizinische Wochenschrift, Berlin 
November 23, XXXVII, No. 7, pp. 2162-2208 


Bolter. (Experimentelies zur Theorie 
Basedowll.) R. Gottlicb. (Ueber die anatomie 
bel Morbus Basedowill. M. Simmonds. 


I. Rehn. 
in the — 
G. Killian. 

31. Exophthalmic Goiter. Gottlieb discusses exophthalmic 
goiter from the experimental point of view and reports some 
reasearch which supplements Reid Hunt's findings in this 
line. He repeated with morphin Hunt's experiments, grad- 
uating the amounts for both normal and thyroidectomized 
rats and feeding exophthalmic goiter blood. The blood acted 
on the morphin metabolism the same as thyroid substance. 

Starck states that goiter and the exophthalmie form are 
particularly prevalent in Baden. He found 39 per cent. of allt 
his female patients and 12 per cent. of the male to have more 
or less enlargement of the thyroid, and in his private practicé 
the percentage was even higher. In his 170 cases of exoph- 
thalmie goiter, some followed for years, thirty-two of the 
patients were men. In thirty cases the exophthalmic goiter 
was in an abortive, incomplete form and the symptoms varied 
from time to time. He compares the disturbances to dier; 
they may fall so as to present the picture of exophthalmic goi- 
ter or they may combine in the incomplete form, merely a thy- 
rotoxicosis, but even the mild forms are liable to run a 
chronic course. The gravity of the case depends on the heart, 
the weakness of the muscles and the psychic disturbances. 
Puberty, pregnancy or lactation is liable to rouse the trouble 
from a latent into an active stage. His severest case was in 
a child nearly 3 years old five years ago, but the trouble 
has kept in a latent stage since. In certain other cases all 
the symptoms have ret The characteristic blood- 
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findings were constant in 65 per cent. of the 240 patients exam- 
ined; the blood has since returned to normal only in the quite 
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recent cases, The eye symptoms in the abortive forms are the re- 
traction of the upper lid, thus showing more of the eye-ball than 
usual even when there is no actual protrusion, a peculiar bril- 
liancy of the eye, the lack of coordination in the movement 
of the eye-ball and upper lid as the patient looks down, insuffi- 
ciency of convergence, and Kocher’s sign, that is, the quicker 
upward movement of the upper lid, before the eye-ball moves 
upward, when the patient’s hand is held on a level with his 
eyes and then suddenly raised. The cardiovascular symp- 
toms are similar to those in exophthalmic goiter, 
only in a mitigated form; the slightest physical or emotional 
stress may send the pulse-rate up by 20 or 30 beats. In one 
case there was apparently typical angina pectoris. Severe 
and recurring depression is almost constant; the memory is 
impaired at times and the patient is extremely irritable and 
restless. Inability to sleep is an early symptom of thyro- 
toxie disturbance and the hair is liable to fall; the subsidence 
of this symptom is a favorable sign. All the trophic, vaso- 
motor and secretory disturbances of exophthalmie goiter are 
liable to be encountered at some time in the attenuated forms. 
In most of the cases the disturbances could be traced to some 
severe nervous shock; the nervous shock started overfunc- 
tioning on the part of the thyroid, and this in turn reacted on 
the nervous system, setting up a vicious circle. The main 
point in treatment is to restore tone to the nervous system; 
for this absolute physical repose and freedom from care and 
mental stress are imperative. Ordinary office consultation is 
not enough for these patients, the physician must acquaint 
himself with their home and inner life and see and advise 
them again and again. It may even be necessary to inter- 
fere in family matters to ensure absolute repose—the mother- 
in-law question may have a bearing on the subject. Dietetic 
measures and possibly arsenic may also prove useful. Dig- 
italis does no good unless myocarditis is already installed. 
It medical measures fail, operative treatment might be consid- 
ered in the second or third year unless the exophthalmos 
requires this sooner. In conclusion Starck discusses the points 
useful in differentiation from tuberculosis, chlorosis, neuras- 
thenia and mental disease. Treatment has to be directly the 
reverse of that ordered for neurasthenia, repose instead of 
diversion. If the disturbances are ascribed to hysteria and 
treatment applied on this basis, irreparable harm may be 
done. The important factor for successful treatment is to 
begin it early. 

Rehn reiterates what he said thirty years ago, namely, that 
if it were possible to remove the entire thyroid gland, 
all patients with exophthalmic goiter would be completely 
cured. As this is not feasible, he removes half of the gland 
and usuaily ligates the afferent artery on the other side at 
one or two sittings. He has thus treated sixty-one patients 
and cured 75.5 per cent. It is most important in the technic 
to avoid loss of blood, to protect the parathyroids and to leave 
the recurrent nerve undisturbed. In two of his cases the 
patients were in actual Basedow mania at the time of the 
operation but both were promptly cured by it. He tabulates the 
details of recent reexaminations of fifty-three of his patients; 
marked improvement was evident in every instance. Recur- 
rence of disturbances in some of the most inveterate cases is 
recorded, but in some the symptoms retrogressed spontane- 
ously; the recurrence is probably due to the growing again of 
the thyroid. But this does not always bring trouble. 
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Miinchener medizinische Wochenschrift 
21. — 47, pp. 2581-2536 


38 Salvarea (Ueber Salva rlich. 
ao *Intermittent laudication. Klinik des intermittierenden 


Inken rb. 
40 *Immottitzation of Tuberculous La -- ya. Resection of Ribs or 
ttilages. ‘(Eine neue Met Verengerung des 

Thorax. und Totalempyem nach 

41 eLocal 124 Treatment of Spastic Paralysis. (Eine neue 
Gpecasten zur Beseitigung der spastischen 222 A. 


toffel. 

42 in — (Zur pagibation und Wirk kleinster 
Salvarsandosen. Waelsch. (Zur viszeralen Syphilis— 
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*apaloannon. 
48 Autoresearch on Belladonna Poison 


ing. (Eine Vergiftung 
durch Beeren der Atropo Belladonna.) F. Kann 
49 *How Can We Prevent and Limit en BB After Gall-Stone 
Operations? (Wie können wir RKezidive nach Gallenstein- 
rationen und einschranken?) II. Kehr. Com- 


ced in N 
50 Should Patient Be Told He Has Cancer? (Soll man dem 
Krebskranken und seinen Angehörigen die Art des Leidens 
mitteilen?) A, Krecke. 


39. Intermittent Limp. Erb reports fourteen new cases of 
intermittent limping which confirm anew, he says, the impor- 
tance of abuse of tobacco as a factor. Among these fourteen, 
28.6 per cent. were enormous smokers, 50 per cent. great, and 
14 per cent. moderate smokers, leaving only 7 per cent. of 
the total who did not use tobacco. In his control statistics 
of 500 patients from his private practice, all men of the 
so-called upper classes, 44.8 per cent. did not use tobacco, 
31.6 per cent. were moderate, 17.8 per cent. great smokers and 
only 5.8 per cent. smoked immoderately. He thinks that this 

nee of 78.6 per cent. of immoderate smokers in his 
last fourteen cases of intermittent claudication settles the 
causal importance of abuse of tobacco. (His previous com- 
munication on the subject was summarized in Tur Journat, 
July 16, 1910, p. 261.) In the present series there was no history 
of extreme exposure to cold except that one patient had for 
years been in the habit of taking cold foot baths on retiring. 
In conclusion he gives the details of a case in which the 
arteriosclerotic process involved the femoral artery. The 
femoral pulse was weak or entirely lacking at times although 
the stethoscope showed that there was still a little circula- 
tion in the artery. Erb adds that in the case of intermittent 
limping following acute arteritis in the right femoral region 
which he published a year ago. the pulse in the femoral artery 
has returned while the circulation in the limb is fairly satis- 
factory. The intermittent disturbances have become slighter 
and occur at longer intervals, so the patient is able to attend 
to an extensive medical practice. In another case the inter- 
mittent disturbance was in the arm instead of the leg, although 
it was brought on each time by walking. He ascribes it to 
a toxic arteriosclerosis of all the branches of the first part 
of the aorta, with excessive irritability of the vasomotors, 
causing a vasomotor neurosis. On ceasing the use of tobacco 
the vasomotor neurosis promptly subsided while the arterio- 
sclerosis persists unmodified. 

40. Operative Compression of the Tuberculous Lung.— 
Wilm’s method of immobilization of the lung by rear resee- 
tion of ribs or cartilage was described in Tux JourNaL, May 
20, 1911, page 1518. Three cases are here reported as brought 
down to date and the excellent outeome emphasized. The 
tuberculous process was located exclusively in the upper lobe 
of one lung. By resection of ribs at the rear, supplemented by 
cutting the cartilages in front, the chest wall sinks in and the 
lung is immobilized, promoting the healing in the chronic in- 
durative cases or in the fibrous cases with cavities. Wilms 
states that the obliteration of the cavities puts an end to the 
cough and expectoration, as they seem to be maintained by the 
stretching of the walls of the cavity and they subside entirely 
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in the course of three or four weeks after the cavity has been 
obliterated. He thinks that this fact suggests the advisability 
of applying this operative compression of the lung when there 
is a tendency to cavity production with bilateral apical tuber- 
culous processes. It is easily done by mobilizing the two or 
three upper ribs, under local anesthesia, by resecting a few 
small pieces. The purpose of the operation is thus exactly the 
reverse of Freund's chondrotomy. The operation scarcely 
modifies the shape of the thorax to the eye as the shoulder 
is not affected, but the chest measures about 6 cm. less on 
this side than on the unoperated side. 


41. Operative Treatment of Paralysis.—Stoffel re- 
ports from the orthopedic clinic at Heidelberg in charge of 
Vulpius excellent results from an operation on the nerve 
of the region, certain of its fibers, leaving only 
enough intact to balance the antagonist muscle. He shows 
in illustrations how the nerve divides so that the different 
fibers in turn pass to the different layers of the muscle in 
order, and how it is an easy matter to apply electric tests 
and thus separate out the special fibers passing to certain 
layers. The operation aims to weaken the contracted muscle 
by depriving it of a certain part of its innervation, while at 
the same time the antagonist muscle is strengthened by mas- 
sage and exercises. Seventeen illustrations of children “before 
and after,” show the excellent results obtained to date in his 
twelve cases. The operation was done twelve times on the 
combined gastrocneimus and soleus, six times on the addue- 
tors of the thigh, and on the pronators and flexors of the 
hand, three times on the toe flexors and once each on the 
flexor digitorum, the quadriceps femoris and the tibialis anti- 
cus and posticus. The children with pes equinus were able 
to use the foot almost normally three hours after the oper- 
ation. Stoffel adds that the text-books do not show the 
anatomy of the nerves on transverse section, so it has to be 
studied on the cadaver. 

49. Recurrence of Gall-Stones After Operations.—Kehr 
thinks that true recurrence is extremely rare; incomplete oper- 
ations are responsible for most of the supposed recurrences. 
The ultimate outcome depends on the thoroughness of the 
operation and revision of neighboring organs. 


Wiener klinische Wochenschrift, Vienna 
November 23, XXIV, No. 47, pp. 1623-1658 
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52 *Steam Treatment of Acute Gonorrheal Conjunctivitis. (Neue 
Behandiungsmethode der akuten gonorrhoischen Konjunkti- 
valblennorrhoe.) W. Goldzieher. 
53 *Saline Infusion in Cholera Infantum. (Zur Therapie vorge- 
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W. Libisch. 
54 Benefit — | Massage Treatment of Subacute Tendonitis. (Die 
und ihre Behandlung.) 


51. Acute Myeloid Leukemia. Sternberg reports some expe- 
riences which throw light on the connection between acute 
leukemia and bacterial infections. Two previously healthy 
children with apparently mild scarlet fever developed vari- 
cella during convalescence and in connection with this a severe 
hemorrhagic sepsis, fatal in a week. The necropsy findings 
were those of acute myeloid leukemia. Animals inoculated 
with cultures from the two children confirmed the diagnosis 
of a streptococcus sepsis which was also evident in a third 
case, the patient a young woman sick only one week, the 
symptoms and necropsy findings being merely those of typical 
acute myeloid leukemia: with a suppurative glandular affec- 
tion in the neck. Sternberg reviews the various explanations 
that have been offered for acute myeloid leukemia, compar- 
ing them with the results of his extensive experimental re- 
search, his final conclusion being that it is not a clinical 
entity but merely an ordinary general infection with unusual 
involvement of the blood-producing apparatus. 

52. Steam in Treatment of Gonorrheal Conjunctivitis. — 
Goldzieher applies a jet of steam to the mucosa of the 
everted lids to destroy the gonococci by the heat, and states 
that the results were extremely satisfactory in the fifteen 
eyes thus treated. The nozzle is held at a distance of 3 or 4 
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em. from the eye; the temperature of the steam which is 80 
C. as it emerges from the nozzle is only 45 C. when it strikes 
the eye, not high enough, he says, to damage the tissues. The 
method is not always successful but the results far surpass 
those obtained with silver nitrate treatment. The nitrate is 
unable to penetrate into the tissues, its caustic action making 
at once a barrier beyond which it cannot pass. 


53. Saline Infusion in Treatment of Summer Diarrhea in 
Infants.—The experiences related by Libisch confirm the view 
that the main point in treatment is to supply fluids anew 
without delay. This can be done best and quickest, he insists, 
by intravenous injection of from 150 to 230 ce. of a 1.5 per 
cent. salt solution. 


Zentralblatt fir 
November 25, XXXVIII, No. 47, * 1529-1560 
55 im ance of Inhalation of Oxygen in Operations on the 
— x. (Bedeutung der Sauerstoffatmung in der Thorax- 
chiru 


rgle.) M. 
56 Technic for Resection of the Stomach. (Zur hehandlun ung des 
bel der — Billroth. 11.) 
v. * 


55. Oxygen Inhalation in Operations on the Thorax. Tiegel 
became convinced that the chief danger of pneumothorax 
during an operation is from lack of oxygen on account of the 
insuſheient ventilation of the lungs. The indication, there- 
fore, is to supply oxygen as in other dyspneic conditions. 
Experiments on animals confirmed the correctness of this 
assumption, oxygen under minimal pressure being able to keep 
the blood arterialized even when there was an extensive pneu- 
mothorax. In his operations on the thorax the lung collapsed 
but inhalation of oxygen kept the blood bright red and there 
was no dyspnea or cyanosis; the respiration was natural but 
the patient breathed oxygen instead of air. He thinks this 
method of oxygen inhalation renders the differential atmos- 
pherie pressure procedures unnecessary. In any event, it is 
wise to have an oxygen tank ready even with a differential 
pressure apparatus, especially when only part of the lung is 
functioning. 


Gazzetta degli Ospedali e delle Cliniche, Milan 
November 14, XXXII, No. 137, pp. 1451-1558 


57 Experimental Research on Nuclein Metabolism. (II ricambio 
sotto influenza dell'anidride carbonica.) I. 
"November 19, No. 139, pp. 1567-1582 


58 Typhoid Fever at Trieste; wane. Supply Not b 
provvedimento d'acqua.) 
November 21, No. 150, pp. 1184-1490 

59 Rupture of Abdominal Organs in Crushing Accidents. (Rot- 
— — ~ ee di organi addominali per tamponamento.) R. 

8 23, No. 141, pp. 1491-1498 


60 *Lime and Tendency to Convulsions. (Sali di calcio e sostanze 
convulsivanti.) — ri. 


60. Lime in Treatment of to Convulsions. —Silves- 
tri has continued his research on the action of lime in increas- 
ing the resistance of laboratory animals to strychnin. Dogs 
and cats bore without harm the fatal dose of strychnin by 
the mouth if they were given from 100 to 180 ce. of a 5 per 
cent. solution of calcium lactate or acetate at the same time 
or three or four minutes later. Later than this, the calcium 
salt by the mouth had to be supplemented by intravenous | 
injection in order to save the animals. Similar action in 
increasing the resistance of the animals was apparent when 
the calcium salt was given with or soon after the animals had 
been injected with blood-serum from patients with eclampsia 
or uremia. Comparing these with clinical experiences sustains 
the assumption that a lack of calcium is a prominent factor 
in the production of convulsions, and that supplying large 
amounts of calcium may render inactive the substance causing 
the convulsions. It should be given a trial in cases of con- 
vulsions as it can do no harm and may do great good, while it 
seems to have no by-effects on the brain. In strychnin poison- 
ing it should be the routine measure to give large doses of 
calcium salts by the mouth and by intravenous injection, he 
says, as also in prophylaxis and treatment of tetany, while it 
is worth a trial in epilepsy. 
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CHICAGO MEDICAL SOCIETY 
Regular Meeting, held Vor. 15, 1911 
The President, Dr. J. M. Patton, in the Chair 
SYMPOSIUM ON CHRONIC FOCAL INFECTIONS 
Their Relation to Disease of the Heart, Kidneys and Joints 

Dr. Frank Brturnes: These chronic focal infections due 
to an at one time acute local infection elsewhere in the body 
are far more frequent than is generally s The 
lymphoid tissue of the mouth, nose and pharynx often is the 
seat of such an infection, and frequently may be shown to 
explain the existence of other infections, such as acute rheu- 
matic fever, infective chorea in the earlier of life, 
endocarditis, arthritis and nephritis later in life. An infec- 
tion may lie latent in the tonsil for years. Disease of the 
gums, teeth and alveolar sockets may cause systemic disease; 
likewise disease of the accessory sinuses of the nose and head. 
Bronchiectasis, and other chronic local infections of the lung, 
gastro-intestinal disturbances, chronic appendicitis, cholecyst- 
itis and cholangitis, chronic disease of the pelvis, of the 
kidney, bladder and prostate, the female genital tract, and 
local septic submucous and subcutaneous foci anywhere in 
the body may be the source of systemic disease. 

Chronic arthritis is one of the most common results of such 
infection, also nephritis, acute and chronic cardiovascular 
degeneration, chronic neuritis and myalgia. Such patients 
should always be examined carefully and search made for 
some latent or chronic focal infection. When such a focus 
has been located and seems rationally related to the systemic 
infection, it should be removed, if possible. The skilled 
specialist should be called on for assistance, and none but he 
should perform any necessary operation. If the tonsils are 
the offenders, they should be removed thoroughly, enucleated, 
not mutilated, so that no tonsil tissue is left behind. Adhe- 
sions between the tonsils and the pillars of the fauces fre- 
quently wall in foci of infection in the peritonsillar tissues; 
spaces in the jaws, between the roots of the teeth are also 
favorable seats for focal infections. Cultures and careful 
bacteriologic examinations must be made. 

More than thirty patients have been under close observa- 
tion in whom the original focus of infection appeared to be in 
the tonsillar tissue. These patients suffered from nephritis, 
neuritis and arthritis deformans. The result of the treat- 
ment was in the majority of cases beneficial. In two cases 
of well advanced chronic arthritis deformans, the patients 
were not much benefited. These cases showed conclusively 
that any or all of these chronic conditions may be the result 
of an unrecognized focal infection to which attention was not 
attracted because of the absence of symptoms pointing in 
that direction. Many persons suffer from chronic tonsil dis- 
ease, sinusitis and other similar conditions for years without 
having their attention called to the ailment in a way which 
would lead them to consult a physician. There is no doubt 
that insidious degenerative processes do occur in persons well 
along in years which are caused by slow intoxications from 
chronic focal infections variously located. The result of the 
removal of these infections is astonishing. There seems no 
better reason for the prevalence of rheumatic fever or endo- 
carditis in children than the frequency of focal infections 
in the throat and nose. So far the experimental work we 
have done has confirmed the truth of what I have said with 
reference to the relationship existing between these unrecog- 
nized focal infections and systemic disease. 


Bacteriology of Chronic Tonsil Disease 


Dr. D. J. Davis: The extirpated tonsils from 113 patients 
were examined. They were removed from patients with a 
variety of clinical conditions, chiefly joint lesions, nephritis, 
heart disease and recurring tonsillitis. There were twenty- 
eight cases of arthritis, ranging from simple joint ns to 
chronic arthritis. Hemolytic st were f as the 
predominating organism in twenty-five; in two cases the 


pneumococcus predominated, and in one case the Streptococcus 
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mucosus, but hemolytic streptococci were also Rab- 
bits were inoculated intravenously with streptococci from 


seventeen; joint lesions were produced in fifteen; endocarditis 


in one with arthritis. Pneumococei from five cases were 
injected, and in one instance a fatal arthritis developed. In 
nine out of ten cases of nephritis the streptococci predomi- 
nated in the tonsils. In some a few pneumococci were present. 
Streptococci from eight of these cases were injected into 
rabbits and produced joint lesions. The kidneys were nega- 
tive. Ten cases of endocarditis complicated by arthritis 
showed hemolytic streptococci predominating in six and pneu- 
mococci in four. Streptococci from four cases were injected 
into rabbits and produced arthritis. Pneumococei from three 
cases were injected and endocarditis developed in two instances. 
Joint lesions did not occur. 

Out of the fifty cases of recurrent tonsillitis hemolytic 
streptococci predominated in all but two, in which pneumococci 
predominated. In a few cases other streptococci, influenza 
bacilli, were also present. Strains of streptococci from these 
cases were tested on rabbits. In nearly every instance the 
animals developed arthritis similar to that produced by strep- 
tococci from the other groups. In one case of multiple 
neuritis without arthritis or heart lesions the crypts of the 
tonsils contained a pure growth of hemolytic streptococci which 
produced a fatal multiple arthritis in rabbits. Usually the 
arthritis produced by these injections was multiple, and in 
several instances the condition became chronic. Microscop- 
ically, the most striking feature of these tonsils was the 
occurrence of minute abscesses far down in the bottom of the 
The streptococei were usually found in the erypts 
and the pneumococci on the surface of the tonsil. Vaccine 
therapy in some cases, especially those associated with hema- 
turia, appears to have a favorable action. Pneumococci rarely 
produced arthritis. They usually localize on the heart valve. 


Oral Infections 

Dr. Tuomas L. Gurn: As a gathering place and incubat- 
ing center, the diseased mouth affords great opportunity for 
pathogenic bacteria. Few mouths are free from lesions of 
some sort. Granulating pockets in the gums about teeth, 
from mechanical causes or from pyorrhea alveolaris, contain 
at all times a great flora of various species of bacteria. From 
these foci of infection opportunity is afforded for the passage 
of microorganisms to other parts where they may be instru- 
mental in the production of various lesions. Chronic alveolar 
abscess is very prevalent. Some of the bacterial poisons from 
these infections are absorbed and under favorable conditions 
cause toxemias. Microorganisms from alveolar abscess at 
times gain access to the blood- and lymph-streams, and when 
carried to a, weakened heart, lung or kidney may be produc- 
tive of serious lesions. 

Mouth-breathers admit to the mouth bacteria far in excess 
of the normal; therefore, in case of stenosis in the nasal 
fosse greater opportunity is afforded for infection through 
the oral cavity. Tubercle bacilli are found in the mouths of 
non-tuberculous patients. The diseased pockets in the gums 
and jaws, the tonsils as well, permit the easy passage to the 
cervical and submaxillary lymph-glands. Streptococci when 
disseminated from diseased mouths cause at times serious 
infections, such as Ludwig’s angina. Pharyngitis and tonsil- 
litis are natural resuits of oral infections. The bacteria of 
chronic alveolar abscess and the laws of immunity and sus- 
ceptibility must be better known before we can positively 
determine the relation existing between alveolar abscess and 
subtle phenomena which may be dependent on them. 


DISCUSSION ON SYMPOSIUM 

Dr. Rosert II. Bancock: I have for many years insisted 
on removal of diseased tonsils, because I have been impressed 
with their connection with acute exacerbations of chronic 
endocarditis. The family physician who has charge of chil- 
dren with chronic valvular disease is guilty of neglect if he 
does not keep his attention riveted on the throat of his 
patient and insist on enucleation of the tonsil. The tonsil 


must be removed in its entirety and not merely clipped off. 
It is also important to bear in mind that a chronic cholecyst- 
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itis need not necessarily be caused by gall-stones, and that 
it may serve as a focal infection in causing disease in other 
organs, especially in the case of a heart which is showing 
evidence of myocardial inadequacy. A heart will remain com- 
petent even though degenerated, so long as it is free from 
conditions which seriously embarrass its action, such as attacks 
of acute and chronic indigestion resulting from gall-bladder 
infection. I have also recognized chronic appendicitis as a 
cause of cardiac disturbance. I have also seen cases in 
which chronic infections of the genital organs of the 
female have seriously embarrassed hearts which appeared to 
be incompetent. We should not be satisfied to say that a 
patient has chronic muscular rheumatism or chronic articular 
rheumatism. We should endeavor to find the cause of that 
condition and we should recommend surgical intervention 
whenever we are convinced that it is necessary, even thongh 
the patient may not agree with us. 

Dr. R. B. Preste: We all know that serious disturbances 
of the kidneys, heart and other organs result from definitely 
localized acute infections, and the same may be said of chronic 
infections. In some instances the relation between these 
processes and those of which the patient complains is obvious 
enough to force itself on our attention, but too many of these 


eases are overlooked altogether. The primary source of the 


infection may be obscure and difficult to find. The anemias 
and evidences of malnutrition often seen in children are fre- 
quently the result of a chronic, repeatedly recurring intox- 
ication from enlarged tonsils or adenoids. Angioneurotic 
edema is undoubtedly often caused by chronic disease of the 
tonsils, appendicitis or some other focal infection. 

Dr. James B. Herrick: It is important to study the ton- 
sils of children who have endocarditis. If they are removed, 
some of the acute exacerbations and some of the serious and 
malignant forms of endocarditis may be avoided. Pelvic 
inflammations of women are apt to be a cause of cardiac 
disease. It has seemed to me, although I cannot prove it, 
that some of the cases of mitral stenosis, so frequent in 
women, have been due to a long-standing pelvic inflammation. 
While we recognize the close relationship between acute focal 
inflammation and more distant systemic infections, the impor- 
tance of chronic focal infections has not been recognized. 
They are latent and do not, by pain, swelling or other evi- 
dence of inflammation, give proof of their existence, and yet 
they often cause a systemic disturbance. The tonsils are 
not always enlarged, and they may not give evidence of 


trouble. The same is true of the gall-bladder. The prostate 


may harbor the gonococcus and give rise to future focal symp- 
toms, but we must search for slight evidence of local trouble 
to explain some of these otherwise inexplicable cases of 
arthritis. It should be only after most careful study of the 
individual case, however, that any surgical intervention should 
be recommended. In the experimental work reported on by 
Dr. Davis, the result was always an acute spasm or an acute 
suppurative arthritis, or other acute condition, and yet, in 
the cases reported by Dr. Billings, the process was always 
a chronic one. We should imitate clinical conditions more 
closely in our experimental work, 

Dr. B. W. Sry: I have seen two cases of joint inflam- 
mation associated with pyorrhea alveolaris. In neither case 
was it possible to isolate the germ from the blood. A third 
case, diagnosed as tuberculosis, cleared up very rapidly after 
cleansing the teeth and draining an alveolar abscess. The 
tonsil is not necessarily always seriously involved. In one 
case of general spasm resulting in death, the most acute 
sepsis I ever saw, the cause was a trivial sore throat. At 
the post-mortem an abscess was found at the base of the 
tonsil. It had escaped detection. 

Dr. Gronda E. Suampaven: In few of the cases which I 
have seen have the tonsils been large. The patients were 
nearly all adults. A diseased tonsil is by no means a large 
tonsil. The small tonsil in the adult is more frequently the 
cause of trouble than a moderately enlarged tonsil. The 
throat examination often proves negative. 

Dr. Norvat H. Pierce: No tonsils should be removed 
unless there is local evidence of disease or a definite history 
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of previous inflammation. An operation which falls short of 
entire enucleation is worse than no operation at all, and if 
we enucleate a tonsil, the operation is of some gravity. I 
have seen two patients, both young men, who suffered from 
acute articular rheumatism. Their tonsils had been operated 
on and ostensibly removed. The rheumatism continued. I 
enucleated the remaining tonsillar tissue carefully and neither 
patient has had another attack of rheumatism, except in one 
of the cases, in which the patient had a slight attack imme- 
diately after the operation, while still in the hospital. 

Dr. R. H. Brown: Very often a submerged tonsil is at fault, 
and in many cases it is difficult to prove that the tonsil is 
diseased unless one probes the crypts carefully, and even then 
one may fail. My boy had been having repeated attacks of 
endocarditis and rheumatism, which endangered his life. I 
examined his tonsils repeatedly, but found nothing. (ne 
day he complained of a scratchy feeling in his throat, and on 
examination I saw some cheesy deposit on the tonsil. The 
next day he had an attack of endocarditis. I removed the 
tonsil. It was negative. I removed the other, and found three 
encysted masses, That was three years ago, and the boy has 
not had any more rheumatism or acute attacks of endo- 
carditis. A patient of mine had had heart trouble for ff 
teen years. Blood examination showed a pneumococcus infec- 
tion. When I saw him first, about a week ago, I found a 
chronic sinusitis, due to the pneumococcus. A fellow prac- 
titioner cured an intense case of recurrent boils by treating a 
bad pyorrhea. A case of pyorrhea was similarly cured. I 
have drained sinuses and removed tonsils and cured rheuma- 
tism, but we must be careful not to go to extremes in this 
matter. 

Du. J. G. Wiison: Any strain of the streptococcus injected 
into the body will produce arthritis. Therefore, if strepto- 
cocci are so commonly found in the tonsils, one need not be 
astonished that such persons have attacks of arthritis. I want 
to point out, however, that the tonsil is at no time to be 
regarded as a lymph-gland, but as an organ which has an 
important function to perform in regard to the pharyngeal 
wall, and until we can find distinct evidence of disease in the 
tonsil it does not follow that removal of the tonsil will cure 
the chronic infection, because the original focal infection may 
be somewhere else in the pharyngeal wall. When you remove 
the diseased tonsil, especially in a child, you improve the 
pharyngeal wall. There is a type of pharyngitis associated 
very often with diseased tonsils, sometimes called rheumatic 
pharyngitis, which is peculiar in that it flames up on slight 
provocation. It is also important that we should allow sufli- 
cient time to elapse after these operations before we conclude 
that the patient's condition was caused by the local sepsis. 
From the cases I have seen I feel that we have some microbic 
action which develops toxins and that these pass into the 
blood and set up a sort of remittent fever, with a tendency to 
an acute toxemia. I have seen such toxemias follow sinus 
infection. 

Dr. A. M. Corwin: We have often seen patients with cer- 
vical lymph-gland tuberculosis operated on again and again 
and the tonsil left behind. Surgeons are just beginning to 
look on the inside of the mouth in these cases, because when 
the tonsils are removed there often is a speedy subsidence of 
the disease in the glands of the neck. The tonsils should be 
enucleated, 

Dr. Joun Rivton: I have seen one case in which a multiple 
hypertrophic osteo-arthritis of ten years’ duration was due to 
disease of the teeth and an alveolar abscess. I have seen one 
case of stiff back, diagnosed as tuberculosis, cured in three 
days by the removal of a tonsil which contained an abscess 
as big as a hickory nut. Another case of stiff back, diagnosed 
as tuberculosis by an eminent physician, was found to be due 
to a gonorrhea contracted twenty-five years before. Dr. 
Billings demonstrated the gonococcus in the strippings from the 
prostate and seminal vesicles. An osteo-arthritis can exist 
and show no evidence in the ra picture for many months. 
We must be a little sharper and clearer in our differential 
diagnosis between osteo-arthritis and tuberculosis in children, 
because children do have osteo-arthritis when we think they 
have tuberculosis. 
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Da. O. T. Freer: We must also consider the tonsillar fossa 
and the peritonsillar tissues. Apparently innocent tonsils 
are apt to be the source of chronic foci of infection in the 
peritonsiliar tissues. They produce peritonsillar abscesses, 
which become chronic abscesses, drain through the tonsil in an 
imperfect way, and set up disease elsewhere in the body. 
Palpation of such tonsils will always produce pain. That is 
more important than the use of the probe. Why do some 
patients have an arthitis and others not? This is due not 
only to immunity, but also to the structure of the tonsil. 
Most tonsils have a dense Which shuts off infection 
effectively. In such cases the infection is drained into the 
mouth, and the capsule proves a practical barrier to systemic 
infection. 

Da. Fraxk Brusixes: When we discuss infections about 
the mouth we must not forget the environment of the indi- 
vidual. There is not a person in the city whose nose and 
mouth are not filled with pathogenic germs. The Commission 
on Respiratory. Diseases of New York, of which IT was a mem- 
ber, examined many people, in groups of ten, nurses, interns, 
patients, men down town in offices, men on the streets and per- 
sons out in the country. Every individual in Chicago had 
pneumococci, streptococei and so forth, in the mouth, while 
only three or four from the rural districts gave such find- 
ings. So that environment is an important thing to con- 
sider. Of course, not all of these cases of heart, kidney and 
joint disease are due to diseased tonsils, chronic appendicitis 
or cholecystitis, but we must bear in mind that they may be 
caused by such focal infections, and that treatment must be 
directed toward the correction of any cause of such disease. 


SOUTHERN SURGICAL AND GYNECOLOGICAL ASSO- 

CIATION 
Twenty-Fourth Annual Mecting, held in Washington, D. C., 

Dee. 11 

The President, Du. Rupowrn Matas, New Orleans, in the Chair 

Effect of Ligation of the Ureters 

Du. Lovis Frank, Louisville: In many of my experiments 

on animals the ligation of the ureters was followed by pri- 

mary hydronephrosis. Atrophy, without much change in the 

kidney, occurred in 80 to 90 per cent. of the cases. Ligation 

of the ureter in operating is not an accident that is to be 

disregarded absolutely, as it leaves behind unpleasant con- 

ditions. 


DISCUSSION 

De. Amur Vanver Veer, Albany: I recall the case of a 
patient who suffered decided pain for six years after an oper- 
ation. The right ureter was accidentally ligated with silk. 
I made an exploration, and found a sacculated condition of 
the left kidney in which there were a number of abscesses. 
This kidney was removed, and the patient recovered. 

De. Ronert T. Morais, New York: The ureter has often 
been ligated accidentally by the surgeon without the surgeon's 
knowledge when he is doing pelvie work and the patient never 
found it out because it occasioned no sym 

Da. J. Westry Bovér, Washington, D. C.: It is safe to 
ligate a ureter that is passing normal urine up to the limit 
of six weeks, and if one removes the ligature any time within 
that six weeks the function of the kidney is resumed and it 
will continue. But beyond that time, so far as experimenta- 
tion is concerned, the function of the kidney is totally ended. 

‘Da. II. A. Royster, Raleigh, N. C.: Ligation of the ureter 
during operation is a more serious matter than we have been 
heretofore willing to admit, and sometimes a patient dies 
following this accident. 

Da. Guy Leroy Hunnen, Baltimore: I firmly believe that 
ureters are tied without our knowing it. I have tied, to my 
knowledge, three ureters during operations. Both ureters 
were tied in one patient, only one ureter in thé other. 

De. Ricuarp A. Bare, Nashville: If a surgeon should tie 
both ureters, he should undo his work and try to save the 
patient’s life. In many cases we are confronted with the 
necessity of removing a kidney or implanting the ureter into 
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the bowel, and where we are sure the has another 
kidney the simplest method is to tie the ureter off and remove 
the kidney at a subsequent operation. 

Da. EK. Huntsville, Ala.: I do not think 
the impression should go out from this association that there 
is no danger attending the ligation of these ureters. My 
experience has been unsatisfactory in that regard. I recall 
one case in which I accidentally tied the ureter while operat- 
ing and the patient died five days afterward. 


Cancer of the Rectum and Lower Sigmoid; Report of an 
Unique Case 

Dr. Mites F. Porter, Fort Wayne, Ind.: The patient had 
been having fecal vomiting for forty-eight hours when she 
was admitted. On opening the abdomen what was taken to 
be an inoperable carcinoma of the lower sigmoid was found. 
The intestine was divided well above the disease, the lower 
segment closed and dropped, and the upper end anchored in 
the wound establishing an inguinal anus. The patient was 
discharged from the hospital nineteen days after the opera- 
tion. Some months later I saw the patient at her home. She 
seemed to be in good health, but was anxious to have the 
artificial anus closed. The artificial anus at this time seemed 
small, owing to cicatricial contraction. Later this contrac- 
tion increased until it became very difficult for the bowel 
to empty itself and the patient suffered severely at times on 
this account, During one of these attacks of pain there occurred a 
stool via the natural anus which was followed by relief. 
Shortly after this the artificial anus closed completely and 
the patient was well. The practical lessons which this ease 
and others teach are: (1) That operative relief should be 
offered to all patients supposed to be suffering with cancer 
of the rectum and sigmoid, no matter how desperate they 
seem. (2) That radical operations should not be undertaken 
except on positive microscopic evidence. 


Umbilical Tumors Containing Uterine Mucosa or Remnants 
of Miiller’s Duct 

Da. Thomas S. Cutten, Baltimore: A mass at the umbil- 
ieus was covered by typical intestinal mucosa, and the junc- 
tion of the squamous epithelium and intestinal mucosa could 
The outer end of the 
omphalomesenteric duct had remained open. This patent 
extremity had turned inside out giving a polyp with intestinal 
mucosa on its surface. At some time between 30 and 55 
years a tumor the size of a small nut develops at the umbil- 


eus reaching its full size in the course of a few months. 


Sometimes it is painful, especially at the menstrual period, 
and in one instance reported there was a brownish, yellowish 
discharge from the umbilicus at such times. The overlying 
skin is usually pigmented and there may be one or two bluislr 
and brownish cysts just beneath the surface. These may rup- 
ture and discharge a little brownish fluid, old clots. The 
microscopic picture is that of the characteristic uterine mucosa 
with its typical glands and stroma. The typical menstrual 
reaction is often present as evidenced by the pains in the 
nodule at the the aceumulation of old menstrual 
blood with the formation of the small eysts and in at least 
one instance by the occasional discharge of blood from the 


umbilicus. 
(To be continued) 


Medicolegal 


Injury Cause of Miscarriage — Sufficiently Prompt Calling of 
Physician 


(Joiner vs. Teras & Pac. Ry. Co. (La. 55 Sa. K. 670) 

The Supreme Court of Louisiana says that a sudden stop 
in a collision of a train on which the plaintiff! was a pas- 
senger had thrown her against the corner of the chair in front 
of her, bruising her jaw. She was six or eight weeks in 
pregnancy. She had begun immediately after the shock to 
feel pains in the lower abdominal regions, and had continued 
to feel them on her way home. During the night, a slight 
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menstrual loss commenced. The next morning she sent a 
note to her physician describing her symptoms, and he sent 
her a liniment for her jaw and some medicine to be taken 
internally. She continued to suffer and to lose, and would 
remain in bed an hour or two every day, and would do little 
or no work. On the thirtieth day after the collision, the flow 
having increased alarmingly, she sent for a physician. He 
found that she was suffering from a miscarriage, and removed 
the contents of her womb. It was argued that the plaintiff 
had not shown that the collision was the cause of the abor- 
tion, and that, even if it were so, her failure to call in a 
physician sooner than thirty days after the accident was 
contributory negligence which barred a recovery of damages. 
But the court holds against both contentions, affirming a 
judgment for $2,000 damages. 

The plaintiff, the court says, was a healthy woman of 28, 
who had borne two children and never miscarried. The pains 
began immediately after the jar she received, and the loss 
of sanguineous fluid commenced shortly afterward; and a jar 
of that kind may bring about such a result. The miscarriage 
had a cause; and, there being one so obvious, what wisdom 
was there in doubting and searching for any other? Several 
physicians testified to the improbability, or impossibility, of 
a fetus being carried so long with a continual loss of san- 
guineous fluid; but other physicians contradicted them, and the 
testimony of the plaintiff and her sister established it as a 
fact. The court holds that the evidence showed that the 
collision was the proximate cause of the miscarriage suffered 
by the plaintiff. 

As to the failure to call in a physician sooner, it could bar 
the plaintiff's suit only if it were shown to have contributed 
to the result. The plaintiff may be said to have been careful. 
She consulted her physician when the symptoms first appeared. 
She abstained from work, and rested in bed part of the day. 
When the symptoms became alarming, she called in a physi- 
cian, That was sufficient, there being no proof that her 
failure to call in a physician sooner than she did contributed 
to the miscarriage. failure of a person sustaining a 
physical injury negligently inflicted to call in a physician 
sooner than is done does not bar a suit, unless the failure 
contributes to the result complained of. 


Practice of Medicine and Contracts Therefor by Corporations 


— Contracts to Furnish Medical Aid — 
Liability for Malpractice 
(Youngstown Park 4 Falla St. Ry. Co. va, Kessler (Ohio), 95 
V. E. R. 509) 
The Supreme Court of Ohio holds that a railroad company 
is not authorized to practice medicine or surgery, and that 
a contract to perform medical or surgical services by a corpo- 


ration organized for the purpose of constructing, owning, and 


operating a street railway is not only ultra vires, or beyond 
its corporate powers, but is in direct conflict with the — 
of Ohio regulating the practice of medicine and surgery, and 

is therefore void. Such a corporation cannot be directly liable 
for damages for malpractice of medicine or surgery. 

On the other hand, such a corporation may make a valid 
contract to furnish or pay for medical aid and attention to 
one injured on its cars or tracks; and an action against it 
for damages for a breach of such contract may be maintained. 
However, a petition that avers the making of such contract, 
the employment by the company of a surgeon in pursuance of 
such contract, and malpractice on the part of such surgeon 
resulting in damages to the plaintiff, but which does not aver 
that the person so employed was not regularly admitted to 
practice medicine and surgery in Ohio, or that he was incom- 
petent and the company knew, or had means of knowing, of 
his incompetency, or that it was otherwise guilty of negli- 
gence or carelessness in selecting him to perform such service, 
does not state a cause of action. That being the character of 
the case before the court, it reverses a judgment of the circuit 
court reversing a judgment rendered in favor of the defendant 
company. 

It is not the law, the Supreme Court says, that one who 
contracts to furnish or pay for medical or surgical aid and 
attention to another is liable at all events for the mistakes 


Dre. 30, Toit 


or incompetency of the physician or surgeon he may employ 
for that purpose. There must be some neglect or carelessness 
or misconduct on his part in the performance of his obliga- 
tions arising under such contract. If he act in good faith and 
with reasonable care in the selection of the physician or 
surgeon, and has no knowledge of the incompetency or lack 
of skill or want of ability on the part of the person employed, 
but selects one of good standing in his profession, one author- 
ized under the laws of Ohio to practice medicine and surgery, 


he has filled the full measure of his contract, and cannot be 


held liable in damages for any want of skill or malpractice 
on the part of the physician or surgeon employed. 
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due to, (ils) Sab 
Fibula. fracture of, ankle dislocation 


with, (116) 1955 

fracture of malleolus, (63) 247 

ostitis of, operative treat- 
*ab 


nen 
Field. visual, in caput obstipum, (82) 


Filaria bancrofti infection, unilateral 
chyluria due to, (25) 2164 
Filariasis at Fort Hancock, (37) 329 
Filters, sand, slow, D of, 
to bacillus typhosus, 1161 
Filtration in urine K (79) 


Finger infections, (85) 
little, unequal of, (183) 
1413 


nomenon in hemiplegia, 1591 
trigger, (83) 425 
Fingers a hands, , intentions of, (30) 
1570, (123) 172 
Fish-bone, phlegm mous nflammation 
of duodenum following impaction 
of, (29) 686 
Fistula, external, into esophagus, 
operative cure of, (53) 852 
a patent thyroglossal duct, (65) 
passive congestion for, (26) 
1239—ab, (10) ab 
intestinal, (35) wie, 


intestinal, transplantation 
2 to close defect in, * 


in ano, 


penis, treatment of, (62) 594 

y * tertiary syph- 
is in, 

vesicovaginal, ca) 1008, (134) 1890 

aparotomy for, (630) 


meal. fermentation of, 


Flours, “nutritive value of, 1405 
Fluid, origin 


Foci, 
) 1169 * 
Follies, legal 


. in chronic 

— — arthritis, (81) 
pure, importance of, (112) 1240 
purin content of, (92) 2115 


CURRENT MEDICAL bITERATURE—SUBJECTS 


food, stratification of, in stomach, 
( 1090-—ab 
: „ accurate, plea for, (12) 
Foods, albumin, predigested, (115) 350 
fruit and 144 
investigation of substances 
in coloring, 170, (15) 
eer various, preparation of, 
warning against ill-advised attacks 


rotation of, 


Foramitti’s tubilization method of 
nerve (% 


) H#—ab 
Force, continued, te, action 
of, on — — tissue, (14) 1008 
F. 1 and 


— 2124 
axis traction, . 1868 
blood-vessel, *1263 


obstetric, limitations of, af, 2 508 
obstetric, single rod axis traction, 
1 


(55) 
operation, hi is it — sur- 
gical (61) 12 


peritoneum grasping, 


Formalin, local uses of, 


Forster's 14 of posterior root 
section in spasticity, (21) 49—ab 
Fourth. of-July accidents and tetanus, 


6 7 
Fracture, Bennett's, (156) 1810 
1 


rom tearing out of 
tuberosity of, (48) 1166 

carpus, cuneiform bone, (98) 1649 
carpus, pisiform bone, simple, (42) 


carpus, scaphoid; treatmen 
1— for 


— * nagement (166) 
dislocation 1 — (55) 1797 
treatment, (72) 


femur, (89) 1010—ab 
femur, high, plaster spica in, (40) 


femur, hip dislocation complicated 
h, (78) 


1239 
femur, internal epicondyle of, (65) 
1951, (59) 2106 
femur, lesser 


femur, treatment of, 
— 
femur, transverse, open treatment 


22) 
— old, with retraction, (14) 
patella, — of, (11) -ab, 


subperiosteal, ir- 
radius, tre (129) 507 
rea 
(112) @92—ab 
skull, (175) 


. skull, base of, 


brain 
with, treatment of, (3) 1400 


tion of 
x-ray in, (88) 1168, (62) 12 (76) 
148-—ab, (14) 1644 


management of, (6) 1721—ab 
and - of nose, surgery 
2 


(2) 
and treatment of, (114) 


ximation of ends of fragments 
2 with contraction of attached 
muscles, (41) 845 
compound, treatment of, (15) 924 
fracture clamp for treatment 
of, (41) 1641—a 
232 and bolts in, (61) 1932 


impacted, through 
oral neck of 1707 
influence of thyroid 
roids on, 724 
Lane’s plates in, *1347, (42) 
leverage extension in, (1160 1093 
long bones, treatment of, (23) 
— 924, (65) 1239, (96) 1322, 


353 
for extension with, 
49 
ive ment of, (%) 593, 
(93) 1327, (37) 1 ab 
pinning, through cannula with aid 


tibia and other bones, oblique, ex- 


Diseases: See also Biliary Tract 
diseases, (151) 2 (54) 1568, (128) 


1800 

diagnosis of, 
(38) 

double, removed by operation, (38) 


of, tion of 
gastric ulcer, (100) 1806 
lymphatics and pa 
between, (102) 
of, after 


holecystectomy 
tion on liver with, (145) 


peritonitis from perforation of, (84) 
* (25) 585, (135) 1012, (41) 
of, end- 
surgery of, — — to, 444 
tumor of, non mal 

cholelithiasis, 1951 


Galvanometer, — oscillo- 
electrocar- 


. Galveston maneuver cam 


Ganglia cells, amyloi 
interior of, (147) 1 


arteriovenous 
(215) 15 ab. 
1498 ab, 


te elections diseases, (171) 1249-ab 
arteriovenous anastomosis for, 


ternal clamps leg. 
smal! in skin in, (06) 1 b 
1229—ab penis (71) 1494—ab 
t t pheno 
388 * pulmonary. we in, (44) 767 
ununited, treatment of, 1640, . 
(4) 1871 40 uterus. — 2 1403 
ot cee cecum with, (9) 164s 
besia, varsan (150) 
kfort the-M medical notes abdominal tympanites, — 
(80 1 ation 1642 ab 
Franzensbad mineral mud, (141) 1172 ting, 
Freud, ic „t psy — (140) 250, (13) Bs 
— . 
of, _ Gastrectasia, (88) 166-—ab, (107) 300 
of wit, (110 1499 „ ) 
2 Gastrectomy, complete, 822 
development of, (132) 936 juice of acid- 


Furuncles in ear, (105) 256—ab 
collodion ring in, (123) 175—ab 
or am in local treatment of, (98) 


of treatment of, 


rational treatment of, *068 
(33) 429 
14 to, (125) 1800 
bacterial vaccines in, 
(93) 1404—ab 


Gall- bladder. 35 1867 
acute cholecystitis with large 
emounts of calcium soaps in, (64) 


(38) 425 
87) 684 


digestive activi 
of intestine, (108) 519 
mental anaphylaxis from, in 
of cancer, (139) 1732 
acute, in infect 
ted role of, (56) 116s 


Gastrit 


chronic, simple, with achylia, and 
gastric cancer, differential diagno- 
(142) 598 


Gastro-enteritis 
acute, of, (98) 
Gastro-enteropexy for volvulus of 
tomy. gastro-enteros- 

in, (102) 691—ab 
for ulcer, outcome of, (56) 


Jove. A. M. A. 
22 Dec. 30, 1911 
Fra juries Gall-bladder, automatic shedding of, 
(36) 1160—ab 
sD = cancer of 433—ab 
spine, cervical, *283 
spine, cervical, without cord symp- 
toms, (54) 1167—ab 
spine, second cervical vertebra 
without injury of cord, (183) 1577 
spine, spinous processes, (113) 1410 
tarsus, (108) 1948—ab 845 
tibia and fibula, role of interosseous dyspepsia, (52) 683—ab 0 
membrane in overriding of frag- | empyema of, (40) 1401—ab 
on, *1685 ments in, (44) 933—ab of, (79) 1010 
Foot, paralytic outward tibia, antero-external portion ol 
treatment of, (9) 1564—ab lower condyle of, complicating 
tcin, sh DT ZT paralytic pes cavus, treatment of, Pott's fracture, (152) 500 
cating pregnancy, (40) 1238 (44) 429 tibia, upper end, (140) 351 
uterine, supravaginal hysterectomy arterial hypertension in tibia, treatment of, (63) Ius -ab 
for, (127) 1240 i of, clinical importance of, | upper extremity, traumatic arthritis DDr opera- 
uterine, systemic intoxication origi- (180) 1174 1877 
nating in, (220) 1333—ab sign of meningitis, (123) 996—ab 
ulcer of, perforating, (69) 172—ab, 
(209) 1333 rygoma, (39) 
Foramen, Botalli’s, persisting, (135) Fractures, (64) 247, (63) 423, (65) 
25 1162, (75) 1408 
about ankle, impaired function 
after, treatment of, (82) 1569 
and crushing injuries of extremities, 0 
of, lithiasis 
Gallstone due to intestinal obstruc- 
tion, (22) 1949 
** large, obstruction of ileum by, (70) 
1239 
Galvani 
toxi 
(100) 684 
F 
rivatives of, in living, (54) 45 
Forest growth, climatic and hygienic 
influences of, (126) 1323—ab 
(19) 926—ab 
Gangrene, — 
anastomosis for, 
(%) 1493—ab, 
(82) 1648 
bladder, from injection of caustic 
fluid, (47) ab 
diabetic, sodium perborate as dress- 
ing in, *1613 
finger, due to 5 per cent. phenol 
ointment, *628 
gall-bladder, (79) 1010 
bladder from perforation of 
845 ®) years experience with, at Min- gastric ulcer, (100) 1806 
nequa Hospital, treatment and ileum, due to thrombosis of mesen- 
results, 1331 
44 
Flaps, unpedunculated, transplanta- 
tion of, (92) 1327 
Flat-foot: See Talipes 
Flatulence, (30) 1615—ab 
Fleas and flea traps, (137) 1248—ab 
Flies, papataci, of Maltese Istands, 
(35) 1243 
Flour and 
ankle dislocation with, (116) 
apparatus for continuous supply of, fibula, malleolus, (63) 247 
at same temperature, (99) 690 forearm, extension appliance for, Fuchsin, acid, convulsant action of, ity of, ap, 
@ecitic, for nutritive and other * (62) 1572 on frogs deprived of cardiac circu- 
poses, with therapeutic 4 — humerus, anatomic neck, 112 lation, (111) 2926 
tions, (23) 682—ab humerus, extension in treatment of, Fungi of tinea imbricata, cultural 
Cerebrospinal, in tuberculous men- (eT) 431 characters of, ( 3 
ingitis, (39) 429 humerus, greater tuberosity, iso- symbiosis of, (90) 1954 
determination of degree of turbid- lated, (73) 14% 
ity of, (78) 1729—ab humerus, in infants, treatment of, —ab 
@pinal, methods of collection, trans- (93) 1002—ab chronic, (26) 1919 
mission and record in routine humerus, new splint for traction chronic, of secandary origin present- 
examination of, (86) 2026 and counter-traction in, 18 J. ing phenomenon of achlorhydria 
Flucroscopy for determining direc- leg, extension in treatment of, (72) (94) 935 
tion of plane mirror on screen, 431 
i” leg, normal consequences of, (89) 
1246 ab 
maxilla, inferior, complicated by diagnosis of, (115) 1799 
complete division of facial artery, phiegmonous, (120) 520—ab 
Tut cal practitioners, ) (31) 1080 phiegmonous, acute, due to strepto- 
Food and feeding, (2) #@ , maxilla, inferior, with improved G coccus pyogenes, (142) 1800 
etiologic relation of, to degener- method of adjustment, (34) 586 Gastroducdencetomy in acute perfo- 
ative diseases, (30) 1319 nail extension in, (116) -ab, Gaertner’s duct, cysts of, (25) 1796 rated gastric ulcer, (116) 1164 
infant, buttermilk as, (49) 1567—ab Galactosuria, alimentary, of nervous 
infant, temperature of, (87) 1327 
influence of preparation of, on its 
digestibility, experimental re- 
search on, (84) 1730—ab 
length of sojourn in stomach, (94) pelvis, treatment, (2) 2163 
and appendi 
and bile-d 
and biliary tract an available thera- 
poutie — to upper bowel, (47) 
2—a 


WR. 
ro-enterostomy, 
ois @i) 


1873 
recurrence ulcer after, 
(108) 
reirocolic „ volvulus of, 


Gastropexy and gastroptosis, (139) 
experiences i 
Kas „ (139) 
— and gastroneuroses, (146) 
—ab 
a gastropexy, (139) 1004, (155) 
gastric contents in, (10%) 1164 
plaster for, 


(52) 
of, 
culosis of, (59) 1014 
tract in ch affec- 
„ 
tract. pathologic 
of, from epithelia in urine, (102) 
1084-——ab 
tract, radiography of, (10%) 2006 
Georgia, why amociation of, 
should lend its inſſnence in 
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in 


ie, 
of, (122) 
with internal secretion, - 
tory of. (%% -ab 
Glasgow school of „ origin 
ucoma, (11 
acute, tion trephining 
sclera, 1725 


W—a 
Gloves, Gy anit, 


rubber, in obstetrics, (37) 
rubber, sterilization of, (94) 855-ab 


mation * * 
instability of temperature 


. and 
kalini (94) 99 
OO by brain, (98) 


Glycerin as an antiphlogistic, (27) 


camphora gyneco 
vantages of local tion, 
(221) #141 

carbolized, in las, (219) 1833 


(32) 246, (45) 1402, 
27108 ab 


＋— and pelvic disease, 
and „ labor 


re, (39) 1945 
Gonorrhea, (141) 1411 Gyneco 
and t treatment of, (166) 


exophthalmic, 
cal — “in “032, 
ab. (48 


heart, 
248--ab 


69) 
thalmic, pathologic and 
12 considerations of, (30) 246, Granuloma, 


treatment 


exophthalmic, treatment of, (99) 
1488 


rr vomiting in. treat- 
t of, (15) 55 
1 transmission of, from 

man to animals, (396) 1243—ab 
factors influencing safety of opera- 
tion for, 

in Silesia. (141) 
roent therapy of, (45) 1567 
structure of. (36 

surgical treatment of, 


(116) 8. 


acute, treatment of, (73) 1487, (37) 


and syphilis, ty of, 10 
D in therapy of, (11) 
method of gonorrheal 
complement flxa test in, (15) 
conjunctivitis, acute, steam treat ; 
ment — — L 2168— ab 
gonorrhea 
endocarditis * to, deve 
ing conva 
Qe (69) 1868—ab 


in ma modus opera of 
sition of, its prevention, (154) 
women, treatmen prac- 
preliminary 


as to oper- 
ation, (73) 424 
infect 


ions, local treatment of, (24) 


1 
inflammation due to, painful tes- 
ticle following, treatment, 8 


uterus, 
treatment of, 1724 
of 


of, (6) 428—ab 
chronic, treatment of, 


complications, treat- 


due to, 


complications of. (105) 
vaceine in diagnosis and treatment 
of, (126) 2084 
thera in, (101) 144, 
— 1 1731, (iar) 1732, (98) 2115 
does it cease to be infec- 
tious? (53) 
Gossip, medical, on i 
Queen Anne of (153) 590 


f, on tuberculosis (24) 1242 

in relation 
hfonic arthritis, (34) 688 
hrectom 


* 
irochloric acid in, (116) 1171 


) 
Gritti's amputation, 


anemia, (110 37 
icum, (9) 
1, salvarsan in, (150) 55 
of, (49) 1325 


(116) 1084 
after, 


421—ab 
new-born, (76) 


of 


Growth and 


gnant, of, (150) 
Guaiacol and “ichtheol as local anti- 

ic, (82) W10—ab 
Guinea-pigs, paratyphoid 


in, (76) 
Guipsine as a remedy in high 
arteria pressure, (35) 170 
„ aneurysm or mediastinal tu- 
mor? (122) 230 
Gummas and sarco ructure 
of giant cells in, (178) 1413 
t- of a 
of rectum, (108) 
of pregnant uterus, (109) 1945 
1 ana relations of, (35) 
Gynecologist, duties of, and state 
control of S47 


(127) +1004 
tance of acetonuria in, (127) 


asylums, (134) 2035—ab 
ication of camphorated 
glycerin in, KE 1415 
esome, (51) 
solution ad (4) 2108 
therapeutic method 


thermo- in, 
1404 
retrospection a 


and introspection in, 

roentgenot in, (132) 508, 
(162) 1330 

sea bathing in, (124) 258—ab 

vaginal methods im, (112) 175 

H 


Habit, jaw and character, (107) 685 
Habits and dispositions, vicious and 


arthroplastic operation 


bases for training ot. 
surgery of soft tissues of, on 1400 
deformity f. (96) 


of 


and fet, Se of, with atro- 
2 


of, treatment 
1725 


Vourme LVIl 
27 2217 
Gastro-enterostomy for cancerous sten- Gland, pineal, (107) 1327 Goiter, exophthalmic, and sexual neu- Gout, injection of uric acid to stimu- 
Geis of pylorus, long survival after, pineal, and corpus luteum, (81) rasthenia, in relation to phylo- late phagocytosis in, (86) 1054 
(75) 1326 1408 genesis association, (85) 425—ab pathogenesis of, and recent research 
indications for. (25) 1237 Glands, ductless, functions of, (73) exophthalmic, end-results of treat- on metabolism of nucleoproteids, 
ment of, (79) 1494—ab 2 253 
exophthalmic, experimental re- radium in, (530) 2111—ab 
search on, (70) 934—ab Government, function of, and public 
exophthalmic, hypophysis extract health, (42) 683 
in, (168) 1249—ab medical control of hygienic fac- 
exophthalmic, importance of non- tors of water of great lakes 5 
striated musculature of orbit for Graft, Thiersch, following radical ear 
gastro-enteropexy for, eye symptoms in, (79) 1408 operation, 2 
technic for, (64) 10 exophthalmic, in men, (57) 504—ab Grafting, autogenous, modified, and 
Gastro-intestinal disease, epilepsy and exophthalmic, ligation of thyroid turning skin flaps to cover granu- 
convulsions in relation to, (90) arteries in, (92) 1246, (62) 1493-ab lating surfaces, (75) 2106 
1574 exophthalmic, medical aspects of, nerve, (47) 1950 
disease in infants, edema in course 61) 341 nerve, for facial paralysis, (114) 
of, (34) 170 inflammatory, acute, diagnosis and 1955—ab 
disorders in pellagra, (46) 1641 treatment cf, — 1798—ab skin, for contractures due to burns, 
disturbances in infants and chil- influence of healing of iridectomy (34) 926 
dren, (26) 422 wounds on, 104 Grand Canyon, day at, (27) 1400 
hemorrhage in new-born infant, (18) fridotasie for, (143) 258, (71) 587 lective, in certain proto- 
427 non-inflammatory, importance § of ases, (10) 1948 
juices, action of, on nucleic acids, early recognition of, (24) 246 
(40) 246 operative treatment of, (18) 1872, 
neurofibromatosis, (36) 932 (38) 1946 exephthalmic. pathology and chem- U 
tract, (37) 1867 pathogenesis of, (129) &%—ab istry of. ( 1488 t 
tract, fibromyomas of, (196) 1651 simple, diagnosis and treatment, exophthalmic, pathology of, (103) u 
tract, obscure conditions of, Roent- (16) 1241 1230—ab, (19) 1319 Gravity outfit, universal, 142 
gen-ray for diagnosis of, °1255 subconjunctival sodium citrate in- exophthalmic, surgical HEE Greck, ancient and modern language 
tract, ptosis of, surgical treatment jections for relief of, (108) 10 of, (81) 166, (37) 932—ab, (22 
of, | 1410—ab Glenard’s disease, simple method for 1319—ab, (150) 1498, (125) 1575 
tract, I examination of, (85) @, mechanical treatment of, *1454 (113) 1649, (69) 1951—ab 
(79) 424, *1255 Gliedin, wheat, products of hydroly- exophthalmic, symptoms of, (88) HEE nutrition, U 
Gastrojejunostomy, anterior, (29) 851 sis of, (43) 2 N 1488 and under feeding of 
177—ab Glomerella rufomaculans and sphaer- new, value of hormone theory 
opsis malorum, erepsins of, () causation of, (53) 1161 
1239 Growths, epithelial, atypical, genesis 
Glossina grossa, taetae-fly described of, (87, 112) 935 
1 as, (47) 80 ; malignant, diagnosis of, (76) 777 
57 4 Glottis, spasm of, as sole manifesta- 
, 11 1 tion of tetany, (80) 1245—ab, (28) 
astroscopde, bronchoscope a esoph- . 
agoacc in dia (22) 1796 
ment, (90) 842 Gonocecei, modified, trachomatous 
flexible, (130) 1808 — — conjunctivitis from, 
Gastroscopy and 38) 
1220, 15 — (44) 0 use of vaccines and serums of, in 
indirect, (57) 1872 urology, results, (22) 338 
methods of, 171—ab Gonococcus, (58) 1268 
plea for routine employment of, carriers, healthy, chronic and acute, 
by gastric experts, (9) 1801 (29) 1414 
Gelatin injections in kidney disease, — —— 
aK (168) 1576—ab logy. abuse of local treatment 
ta an kidne at rea en 
of, (117) 587 22 dressings for infected wounds (117) 686—ab 
diseases of, and sigmold flexure, re- a! — r : a 1 local anesthesia in, 
yeoeo!!, of, in animal body, (112 
— relations between, (82) * (101) 1798, (84) 2107 1491 —— (113) 249-—ab 
yeogen in human placenta, diathermia in, (70) 1325 
anatomy of, 9. (157) 1890 q forensic, necessity for development 
conditions in, (71) 1325 1415 impor 
to t congenital hydronephro- 
(105) 1247 90 epinephrin giyco- 
lemale, malformation, —ab, suria, (1: 
(39) 1491—ab n oe and acapnia, (54) 2024 
female, pelvic, surgical treatment and diabetes mellitus, causal treat- 
of, *1879 ment of, (83) s- ab 
tomate, tuberculosis of, (74) 254 termination 
(98) 925 
an 
4 rola of, in vi pregnancy es, (190) 851 
— — — phiorin, new form of artificial dia- 
betes, (77) 1090 
pigmentary cirrhosis of liver with, 
or hemochromatosis, (5) 1948 
puncture, (00 519 
transient, with phlegmon, (35) morbid, (48) 24 
1578 etrium, lair dye, dermatitis venenata from, 
Glycyitryptophan test for cancer of n 
stomach, *1420 Cee. poisoning from, chronic, (127) 
value of, (60) 45—ab ab 
ing present cx itment laws of iter among insane, 400 ra uman, = suture materia or 
— fa ( 1867 benign, with malignant metastases, (125) 177 
Germ diseases, analogy of, nature's (41) 851 17 1944 X] 
means of cure, bacteriology, spe- cultures from thyroid in. *1988 subacute, and 1 2) 
cific treatment, (134) 427 endemic, etiology of, (40) 50 * 8 b 
German hospital,| New York, new endemic, in Sweden, (191) 1174 
operating pavilion for thoracic endemic, researches on, (22) 931—ab — (100) 1093 
a rith, 317 
investigations of, (27) 682 exophthalmic infection apparently due to bacillus 
comparative value of, *304 (98) 2107, fusiformis. (107) 4%—ab 
: Germiletum, 1168 exophthalmic, acetonitril reaction 
Gestation, Ectopic: See Pregnancy, for differential diagnosis of, (126) 
Extra-uterine 175—ab 
Gilgit Valley, endemic tetany in, (15) exophthalmic, and  hyperthyroid- 
170 ism, research on thyroid in, (104) Gout a tes mellitus, 
Gilman-cocoa vaccine emulsion treat- 1327 ab. 0 
ment of cancer, (77) 1847—ab a tu 
Gingivitis, interstitial, (55) 1082 0 
Girls, growing, hygiene of, (93) 57, art 
@) 1082 hy 
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tion of, irritation from, (98) 505 

effect of excessive summer heat on, 
counteraction of, (32) 2110—ab 
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